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The current educational landscape is one actively seeking to 
graduate students who are ‘future ready’: that is, students who can 
apply discipline based knowledge to authentic questions in the real 
world, who can problem solve and innovate, who have developed 
the personal agency to work and learn both independently and in 
highly collaborative forums, and who can tolerate the increasing 
complexity of global problems in order to make genuine contribution 
to the betterment of their world. Trinity students preparing for Year 
11 are indeed privileged to be entering an educational programme 
that will require them to develop this kind of knowledge, this level of 
understanding and these transdisciplinary skills.

Learning in the final years at Trinity Grammar School is built upon 
the strong foundations laid in the Primary Years Programme and the 
Middle School. The focuses upon inquiry learning and growth mindset 
will serve them well as they enter these ‘capstone’ years. Now, 
students are offered abundant choice which brings great excitement, 
but they must also accept the responsibility of shaping a personal 
academic programme to which they are prepared to commit and give 
their utmost, and that will meet their aspirations for the future. 

These next months between the beginning of the subject selection 
process and formal commencement of Year 11 will need to be a 
period of open minded investigation, conversation and reflection. 
This booklet is designed to be just one resource supporting excellent 
choices and outcomes for all students. 

THE HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE AND 
THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE

The wide variety of courses available deliberately caters for the 
different interests, talents and abilities, and aspirations of our diverse 
student population. Trinity is pleased to offer students not only a 
choice between a wide variety of courses, but two robust academic 
pathways.

The Higher School Certificate (HSC) is the traditional pre-tertiary 
credential for students in New South Wales. It is a rigorous credential 
and highly regarded in an international landscape. Every university 
accepts the credential throughout Australia; in addition, it provides a 
favourable basis from which to apply for highly regarded international 
institutions. The HSC offers a wide curriculum with subjects ranging 
from the high-level expressions of traditional academic disciplines to 
the creative and the vocational. Students are afforded opportunity 
to design and produce major works and develop depth through 
sustained research projects. There is considerable flexibility offered 
to students in unusual circumstances or personal difficulty. 

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma is a credential well 
known throughout the world, and now widely embraced in Australia. 
It is accepted by every Australian university and is readily understood 
by universities throughout the world. The IB Diploma offers a strongly 
academic focus and rests on a deliberate educational philosophy, 
which values a rounded programme of study. Foreign language study 
is compulsory, and narrow subject specialisation is not encouraged. 
The IB Diploma offers a global perspective and takes highly motivated 
students into a worldwide community of learners.

Trinity resources both credentials at the highest level. Students are 
encouraged to read and think through the information provided in 
relation to both approaches, to seek specialist advice from their 
teachers and the Curriculum Office and to take their time as they 
make this genuine choice between two highly regarded credentials. 

YEARS 11 AND 12 
AT TRINITY GRAMMAR SCHOOL

Why does Trinity offer the IB Diploma?

As an Independent School, Trinity is committed to offering our 
students as wide a choice of appropriate options as possible. While 
NSW has always maintained a strong credential in its Higher School 
Certificate, the International Baccalaureate presents another well 
regarded programme with an international focus. The IB Diploma 
offers our students a different experience with different emphases 
and opportunities. It thus opens more choices and new possibilities 
for Trinity students.

For the School, the IB Diploma provides an important international 
benchmark of quality. If our students do well in the IB Diploma, we 
know that the quality of the education provided at Trinity is of a 
standard commensurate with the best schools in the world

What is the same?

Both the HSC and the IB Diploma are excellent credentials. Both 
programmes lead naturally to university entry, and scholars in both 
programmes may apply for an Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank 
(ATAR) based on the results earned in their final Examinations. 
Both the HSC and the IB Diploma use “standards referencing” – 
that is, awarding marks based on which candidates in a particular 
cohort demonstrate mastery of defined, explicit standards. Neither 
credential involves a predetermined pattern of marking.

At Trinity, all Year 11 and 12 students study Christian Studies or the 
Theological Certificate. 

Why might a student choose the IB?

There are many reasons to choose the IB programme.
• The IB Diploma requires students to undertake a variety of subjects 

to achieve a general education. English, Mathematics, a Science, 
a Language and a Humanities subject are all compulsory, ensuring 
that the student does not specialise. Many parents and students 
find this approach to Senior School education appealing. 

• IB Diploma students must prepare, in addition to their six subjects, 
three essential elements: work in the Theory of Knowledge course, 
logged evidence for Creativity, Activity and Service (CAS) and an 
Extended Essay. This latter feature appeals to students who wish 
to frame and pursue deep inquiry into an area of passion. 

• The IB Diploma delegates to students a greater deal of 
responsibility for their own learning. The opportunity and challenge 
of working independently are appealing to some students.

Why might a student prefer the HSC?

There are equally valid reasons for choosing the HSC.
• The HSC is the local credential, comparatively well understood 

by the community, parents and employers. Most of the students’ 
friends at other schools will be studying for the HSC and can share 
the experience.

• Trinity is able to offer a wider choice of subjects for students on this 
pathway. As a very broad credential, the HSC also caters for those 
who may not choose university and would prefer to undertake 
some vocational subjects. 

• The HSC has very limited rules requiring breadth of subject 
choice, and the only compulsory subject is English. It is thus 
easier for students who wish to specialise in areas such as Maths/
Sciences, Humanities or the Creative Arts to do so in the HSC. It 
is also possible to present as few as four subjects, taken at the 
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appropriate level, for the Higher School Certificate.

• For students who like the certainty of working towards a goal 
over time, the HSC includes a fifty percent (50%) Assessment 
component in each subject, where students earn marks for tasks 
undertaken throughout Year 12. The fact that the Examinations are 
only worth fifty percent (50%) of the final result can help reduce the 
stress associated with those major examinations

Choosing Subjects

The choice of subjects for Years 11 and 12 can seem quite bewildering 
to students in Year 10. While some students have clear and definite 
aspirations for pathways beyond school, more often students are in 
fact exploring a range of (often quite diverse) possibilities. 

There are some important principles to observe when choosing a 
programme of study for Years 11 and 12.

First check the subject information for any prerequisite and 
recommendations printed in this booklet. 

Seek advice concerning careers. For students with a strong 
career focus this is easy, but all students should use the information 
published by the Universities Admission Centre (UAC) regarding 
entry to universities three years hence, to familiarise themselves with 
the requirements determined by the many different universities. The 
School’s Careers and Student Pathways Advisor can assist in this 
regard, and will make a copy of the UAC Guide available to each 
student as soon as it arrives in the School. 

Even if ideas about careers are unclear, many students will know 
that they have a scientific or technical interest, or an artistic flair and 
so on. Ensure that key subjects, which underpin future studies in the 
areas of interest, are included in the subjects chosen

Careful note should be taken of the results of Morrisby profile 
vocational testings carried out in Year 10. In addition, the results 
earned by a student in the Allwell testing may guide student choices 
in discussions with Housemasters.

Where possible keep options open. Specialisation is not wrong if 
a student is certain of his future destination, but few students can be 
so certain and so assured of their abilities that they can afford to cut 
off other possible options. Students who are unsure of what they wish 
to do after school are advised to choose a balanced programme of 
study, which maintains entry into a range of opportunities.

Students should choose subjects which they find interesting. 
Personal interest is the best way of motivating oneself to commit 
two intensive years to the study of a subject. Students who choose 
subjects because they think the subject will give them some statistical 
advantage in university admission often commit themselves to two 
years of unhappiness, studying subjects in which they have little real 
interest or ability. Professor George Cooney, the former head of the 
Committee responsible for scaling HSC marks for University entry, 
advised, 

The scaling algorithm is designed to encourage students to take 
the courses for which they are best suited, and which best prepare 
them for their future studies. The principle underlying the algorithm 
is that a student should be neither advantaged nor disadvantaged by 
choosing one HSC course over another. (UAC News Feb 2001, p. 2.)

It is essential to note that subjects must be chosen to meet the 
requirements of the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for 
the award of the Higher School Certificate, and of the Universities 
Admission Centre for eligibility for a University Admission Index 
(ATAR). These rules are outlined on the following pages, but this 
book and the processes it sets in train are designed to make meeting 
these requirements easy.

Students are encouraged to seek advice from Heads of Faculties, 
the Careers and Student Pathways Advisor, their Housemaster, the 
Director of Curriculum, the Academic Dean or the Head of the Senior 
School, to assist them in choosing their programme of study.

Finally, I wish every student embarking upon their final school 
credential the joy of making genuine choices, the delight of planning 
deliberately for their future, and abundant learning success. 

Deborah Williams
Academic Dean 
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Rules for Eligibility for the Higher School Certificate and the 
Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR)

Since very few Trinity students do not wish to receive an ATAR, for 
convenience the rules for the HSC and the ATAR are combined here. 
They are simplified to accommodate the situation at Trinity. More 
precise details are available from the Academic Dean should they 
be required.

Year 11
• Must include at least twelve (12) units of NESA developed courses
• Must include at least two (2) units of English.
• Include at least four (4) subjects.
• No more than three (3) Sciences (Biology, Chemistry, Earth & 

Environmental Science and Physics) may be used to meet these 
requirements. 

• At Trinity, students in Year 11 must also study at least one 
Extension level course.

Year 12
• Students must undertake at least ten (10) units of NESA Developed 

courses.  However, students are encouraged to maintain a 
programme of at least 11 units including one extension course.

• This must include at least two (2) units of English.
• It must include at least four (4) subjects.
• For the purposes of meeting the above requirements, no more than 

three (3) Sciences (Biology, Chemistry, Earth & Environmental 
Science and Physics) may be included.

• For the purposes of achieving an ATAR, only one (1) of the courses 
Construction, Electrotechnology, Hospitality and Information 
Technology may be included in the ten units that contribute to the 
ATAR.

Rules Governing Eligibility for and Calculation of the ATAR

To be eligible for an ATAR you must satisfactorily complete at 
least 10 units (including at least two units of English) of ATAR 
courses including at least eight units of Category A courses. 
Courses completed must include at least three Board Developed 
courses of two unit value or greater and at least four subjects.

ATAR courses are NESA Developed courses for which there 
are examinations conducted by NESA that yield a graded 
assessment. These are the only courses that can be included 
in the ATAR calculations. ATAR courses are classified as either 
Category A courses or Category B courses.
Calculation
The ATAR will be based on an aggregate of scaled marks in 10 
units of NESA Developed Courses comprising

 > The best two units of English, and
 > The best eight units from the remaining units, subject to the 
provision that no more than two units of Category B courses 
will be included.

Important note

The above rules are here clearly stated. The School and its staff 
will take all reasonable precautions to ensure that all students 
meet the requirements both for the Higher School Certificate 
and the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank. However, it is 
the responsibility of each student to ensure that his original 
subject selections, and any variations from them which he may 
subsequently make, do not render him ineligible for the awards 
he seeks.

Making the Choices

Once the above matters have been considered, students are asked 
to make their subject selections in consultation with their parents. 
Selections should be made on the electronic form emailed to 
parents. The relevant selection for HSC must be submitted to the 
School by the designated date due. Students whose selections are 
received after the designated date may be accorded a lower priority 
for placement in their chosen courses. 

In making selections, the following matters should also be noted.

The Study of English

English is the only subject which is both compulsory for the Higher 
School Certificate and a compulsory inclusion in the calculation for 
the ATAR. In each case a minimum of two (2) units of English is 
required. It is thus vital that every student’s performance in English 
represents his very best effort. 

Studies of Religion

The Studies of Religion course offered at Trinity is a one unit course.  
Students’ study is compressed so that both the Year 11 and Year 12 
context is completed and examined at the end of Year 11.

Studies of Religion may be selected instead of an Extension course, 
or in additional to one or more Extension courses.

THE HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE
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CURRICULUM OPTIONS

School Based Traineeship

A School Based Traineeship combines paid work, training and school; 
and as well as an industry recognised national qualification students 
will gain credit towards the HSC. School Based Traineeships allow 
students to complete a traineeship whilst at school. Students who 
undertake to study a VET course have the opportunity to complete 
a School Based Traineeship in that subject.   Students undertake 
employment - either 100 days for Hospitality and Entertainment, 144 
days for Construction or 120 days for Electrotechnology. Students 
complete the on-the-job training during work placement periods and 
school holidays.  The Careers and Student Pathways Advisor can 
provide more information.

CAUTIONARY NOTES: 

Construction, Electrotechnology,  Hospitality and Information & Digital 
Technology are all 2 unit NESA Developed courses. Any one or more 
may be included in the 10 minimum units for the HSC. However, 
only one (1) may be included in the 10 minimum units for the 
ATAR. (This is because the universities class these as “Category B” 
courses, and only one Category B course may be included for ATAR 
calculation.)

Boys are CAUTIONED that a selection of more than one of 
these subjects for Year 11 may limit opportunities in Year 12.  
Advice should be sought from the Director of Curriculum, Head of 
VET or Careers and Student Pathways Advisor.

Other Language Options

For a small number of students, particularly those who have a special 
wish or need to study a foreign language other than those offered at 
Trinity, the Open High School or the Saturday School of Community 
Languages might be able to assist. Enquiries regarding these 
institutions should be directed, in the first instance, to the Director 
of Curriculum. Substantial additional cost may sometimes be an 
important factor to consider.

Curriculum Structure at Trinity

The Year 11 curriculum structure is developed as a best fit response 
to the pattern of student preferences. When choosing courses, 
students must meet the Trinity requirements for Year 11. 

• Students choose at least 13 units:  
* 6 x 2 unit courses,  
* 1 or more Extension subjects (English, Mathematics, History) 
   OR the 1 unit Studies of Religion course 

• Students who choose both English Extension and Mathematics 
Extension may be permitted to study 5 x 2 unit subjects for a total 
of 12 units. This option must be discussed with the Director of 
Curriculum prior to submitting course preferences.

Resource Limitations

It must be clearly stated that, while a broad configuration of choice is 
initially offered, the School will only proceed to form classes where it 
is deemed that sufficient students have chosen the particular subject, 
and that the class can be properly resourced. Similarly, some classes 
have strict limits on the number of available places. These restrictions 
may necessitate some students being asked to re-select one or more 
subjects once final numbers are known.

Changes to Subject Selections

It is important that students choose their courses wisely and carefully. 
Parents and students are encouraged to read the information 
provided in this booklet, view the subject selection site as well as 
consult the Heads of Faculty to help inform their subject choices. 
Some changes may be accommodated after the commencement of 
the academic year.  However, generally speaking no changes will be 
permitted after the conclusion of Term 1 of Year 11 study.

Due to the practical nature of VET subjects, students will not be 
permitted to transfer into any VET subject once Term 1 Year 11 has 
commenced. 

Extension Studies in Year 12

Several subjects offer the opportunity for study at Extension level 
in Year 12. These include English (Extension 2, 4th unit course), 
Mathematics (Extension 2 course), Science (Extension 3rd unit 
course), Ancient and Modern History (a common Extension, 3rd unit 
course), Music 2 and some languages.

“Pathways”

Most students will complete their Higher School Certificate in the two 
years of Year 11 and Year 12. However, it is important that all students 
are aware of the “Pathways to the HSC” option, which the NESA 
makes available. Under this option, it is possible for a student to take 
up to five years to accumulate his Higher School Certificate. In other 
words, a student can present one or more subjects for examination 
each year for up to five years, and his HSC would be granted once 
the minimum requirements had been met. However, it is unusual for 
students to take more than two years to complete this process.

Apart from taking the extra time, there is no disadvantage incurred 
by taking a Pathways programme. The option is particularly attractive 
to élite athletes or sportsmen, who need large amounts of time for 
training, or for students who find that their personal circumstances 
make full-time study difficult.

Enquiries about a Pathways programme should be made to the 
Director of Curriculum.
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Christian Studies in the Senior years is based on a flexible 
curriculum, which seeks primarily to examine the worldview, practice 
and implications of the Christian Faith.

Year 11 begins with an investigation of the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead – its historicity and the significance of this 
profound event. The course continues by studying five major world 
religions in an attempt to critically assess the validity of the notion 
that all religions are the same. The remainder of the year is devoted 
to an exploration of the impact of the Christian Church in history.

Year 12 Christian Studies begins with an exploration of the different 
approaches to ethics and ethical issues and some unique aspects 
of Christian ethics. Students have an opportunity to research and 
present on an ethical issue of their choice. This is followed by a study 
on issues relating to men and mature character and gives students 
an opportunity to interview an older male and reflect on key qualities. 
The year concludes with a series of elective units offered by different 
teachers.

CHRISTIAN STUDIES THEOLOGICAL CERTIFICATE

Students entering Year 11 and 12 have the option of studying 
the Bible in more depth through the Moore Theological College 
Theological Certificate. This course is an alternative to the Christian 
Studies course, and is designed to equip interested boys with a basic 
and mature understanding of the Scriptures and also to give them 
skills that will be useful in leading young people within a Christian 
framework. It is ideally suited to those who are involved in some sort 
of Christian Youth group/ministry, but also for those who are naturally 
inquisitive about the Bible and want to understand it more thoroughly. 

Students are enrolled in this course through Moore College, via their 
school email address. They access course materials through Moore 
College and instruction is provided by Trinity teachers during the 
timetabled Christian Studies classes. Many continue the course after 
they have left school.

The examinations are conducted at a time of the year so as to keep 
them away from other important HSC or IBD examination dates.
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ANCIENT HISTORY

2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Developed Course

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The study of Ancient History engages students in an investigation 
of life in early societies based on the analysis and interpretation of 
physical and written remains. It offers students the opportunity to 
investigate the possible motivations and actions of individuals and 
groups and how they shaped the ancient world’s political, social, 
economic, and cultural landscapes. 

Ancient History stimulates students’ curiosity and imagination. It 
enriches their appreciation of humanity by introducing them to a 
range of cultures and beliefs and the origins and influence of ideas, 
values and behaviours that remain relevant to the modern world. 
Students investigate various aspects of the ancient world using 
archaeological and written sources, including historical sites, people, 
societies, events and developments.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Year 11 Course

1. Investigating Ancient History: The Roman Games, Spartacus, the 
Colosseum, and Persepolis
2. Features of Ancient Societies: Women in Ancient Greece and 
Rome, and Death and Funerary Practices in Old Kingdom Egypt
3. An Historical Investigation designed to provide opportunities for 
students to further develop relevant investigative, research and 
presentation skills that are the core of the historical inquiry process. 

Year 12 Course

1. Core Study: Cities of Vesuvius-Pompeii and Herculaneum 
2. Ancient Societies: New Kingdom Egypt society during the 
Ramesside period 
3. Personalities in their Times: Agrippina the Younger
4. Historical Period: The Julio-Claudians AD 14-69 

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY

External Assessment:
A 3-hour written examination in four parts

Internal Assessment:
The following Assessment components are covered by four 
school-based Assessment tasks:

 > Historical Skills and sources 20%
 > Historical inquiry 20%
 > Communication of historical understanding 20%
 > Knowledge and understanding of course content 40%

HSC
COURSE SUMMARIES

HSC
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BIOLOGY

2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Developed Course

The Stage 6 Biology Syllabus is designed for students who wish to 
pursue post-school options in Biology.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Biology Stage 6 Syllabus, which covers Year 11 and Year 12, 
explores the diversity of life from a molecular to a biological systems 
level.  The course examines the interactions between living things 
and the environments in which they live.  It explores the application 
of biology and its significance in finding solutions to health and 
sustainability issues in a changing world.  It focuses on developing 
problem-solving and critical thinking skills in order to understand 
and support the natural environment. Students are provided with 
opportunities to design and conduct biological investigations both 
individually and collaboratively.

The study of biology, which is often undertaken in interdisciplinary 
teams, complements the study of other science disciplines and 
other STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) 
related courses.  Through the analysis of qualitative and quantitative 
data, students are encouraged to solve problems and apply 
knowledge of biological interactions that relate to a variety of fields.  
The course provides the foundation knowledge and skills required 
to study biology after completing school, and supports participation 
in a range of careers in biology and related interdisciplinary 
industries.  It is a fundamental discipline that focuses on personal 
and public health and sustainability issues, and promotes an 
appreciation for the diversity of life on the Earth and its habitats.

MAIN TOPICS DESCRIPTIONS 

Year 11 Course

• Cells as the Basis of Life

• Organisation of Living Things

• Biological Diversity

• Ecosystem Dynamics

Year 12 Course

• Heredity

• Genetic Change

• Infectious Disease

• Non-infectious Disease and Disorders

Particular Course Requirements

Students considering selecting Stage 6 Biology as one of their 
subjects for the HSC are strongly advised to consult the Stage 
6 Biology syllabus and associated Assessment and Reporting 
documents (available on the NESA website) for more detailed 
information to complement that found in this Course Guide.

The Year 11 course will include a fieldwork exercise.  Scientific 
investigations include both practical investigations and secondary-
sourced investigations.  Practical investigations are an essential 
part of the Stage 6 course and must occupy a minimum of 35 
hours of course time in each of Year 11 and Year 12, including time 
allocated to practical investigations in Depth Studies.

Assessment – Year 11 and Year 12 Courses

The mandatory assessment requirements for Year 11 and Year 12 
are as follows:

YEAR 11

Number of Tasks
Skills in working scientifically
Knowledge and Understanding of 
course content

3
60%
40%

YEAR 12

Number of Tasks
Skills in working scientifically
Knowledge and Understanding of 
course content

4 (max)
60%
40%

Depth Study requirements (mandatory) – BOTH Year 11 and 
Year 12:

• one task must focus on a Depth Study or an aspect of a Depth 
Study with a weighting of 20–40%

• A minimum of 15 hours of in-class time (both Year 11 and Year 
12)

• the Depth Study task must assess:
• the Working Scientifically skills outcomes:

 Æ Questioning and Predicting
 Æ Communicating

• a minimum of two additional Working Scientifically skills 
outcomes

• at least one Knowledge and Understanding outcome

External Assessment

• 3 hour written examination covering all syllabus outcomes
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BUSINESS STUDIES CHEMISTRY

2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Developed Course 2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Developed Course

The Stage 6 Chemistry Syllabus supports students who are aiming 
to complete post-school tertiary study and post-school options in 
Chemistry. 
* It is recommended that students choosing to study HSC 
Chemistry/Physics are taking HSC Mathematics of Advanced level 
or above

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Chemistry Stage 6 Syllabus, which covers Year 11 and Year 
12, explores the structure, composition and reactions of and 
between all elements, compounds and mixtures that exist in the 
universe.  The discovery and synthesis of new compounds, the 
monitoring of elements and compounds in the environment, and an 
understanding of industrial processes and their applications to life 
processes are central to human progress and our ability to develop 
future industries and sustainability.  It focuses on the exploration of 
models, understanding of theories and laws, and examination of the 
interconnectedness between seemingly dissimilar phenomena.

Chemistry involves using differing scales, specialised 
representations, explanations, predictions and creativity, especially 
in the development and pursuit of new materials.  It requires 
students to use their imagination to visualise the dynamic, 
minuscule world of atoms in order to gain a better understanding 
of how chemicals interact.  The Chemistry course increases 
their understanding of chemistry as a foundation for undertaking 
investigations in a wide range of Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM) related fields.  A knowledge and 
understanding of chemistry is often the unifying link between 
interdisciplinary studies.  The course provides the foundation 
knowledge and skills required to study chemistry after completing 
school, and supports participation in a range of careers in 
chemistry and related interdisciplinary industries.  It is an essential 
discipline that currently addresses, and will continue to address our 
energy needs and uses, the development of new materials, and 
sustainability issues as they arise.

MAIN TOPICS DESCRIPTIONS 

Year 11 Course

• Properties and Structure of Matter

• Introduction to Quantitative Chemistry

• Reactive Chemistry

• Drivers of Reactions

Year 12 Course

• Equilibrium and Acid Reactions

• Acid/base Reactions

• Organic Chemistry

• Applying chemical Ideas

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Year 11 course focuses on the role and nature of businesses 
and their ever-changing environment. Students will investigate the 
nature and responsibilities of management and the processes of 
establishing and planning a small to medium enterprise.

The Year 12 course focuses on the roles of the four-key business 
functions of operations, marketing, finance, and human resources. 
Students will investigate the influences impacting the processes of 
the four-key business functions and provide strategies to overcome 
business problems.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Year 11 Course
 > Nature of Business 20% of course time
 > Business Mangement 40% of course time
 > Business Planning 40% of course time

Year 12 Course
 > Operations 25% of course time
 > Finance 25% of course time 
 > Marketing  25% of course time 
 > Human Resources 25% of course time

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY %

External A three hour written examination 100

100

Internal 

Knowledge and understanding of course 
content

Stimulus based skills
Inquiry and research

Communication of business information, 
ideas and issues in appropriate forms

40
20
20
20

100

HSC
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CHEMISTRY (CONT)

Particular Course Requirements

Students considering selecting Stage 6 Chemistry as one of their 
subjects for the HSC are strongly advised to consult the Stage 6 
Chemistry syllabus and associated Assessment and Reporting 
documents (available on the NESA website) for more detailed 
information to complement that found in this Course Guide.

Scientific investigations in the Year 11 course include both practical 
investigations and secondary-sourced investigations.  Practical 
investigations are an essential part of the Stage 6 course and must 
occupy a minimum of 35 hours of course time in each of Year 11 and 
Year 12, including time allocated to practical investigations in Depth 
Studies.

Assessment – Year 11 and Year 12 Courses

The mandatory assessment requirements for Year 11 and Year 12 
are as follows:

YEAR 11

Number of Tasks
Skills in working scientifically
Knowledge and Understanding of 
course content

3
60%
40%

YEAR 12

Number of Tasks
Skills in working scientifically
Knowledge and Understanding of 
course content

4 (max)
60%
40%

Depth Study requirements (mandatory) – BOTH Year 11 and 
Year 12:

• one task must focus on a Depth Study or an aspect of a Depth 
Study with a weighting of 20–40%

• A minimum of 15 hours of in-class time (both Year 11 and Year 
12)

• the Depth Study task must assess:
• the Working Scientifically skills outcomes:

 Æ Questioning and Predicting
 Æ Communicating

• a minimum of two additional Working Scientifically skills 
outcomes

• at least one Knowledge and Understanding outcome

External Assessment

• 3 hour written examination covering all syllabus outcomes

2 Units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Developed Course
Prerequisites | 200–300 hours study of the language or equivalent.
Exclusions | Chinese Beginners; Chinese for Background Speakers
Other eligibility rules apply to the study of this subject.  Students 
must be ones whose knowledge of Chinese derives solely from the 
study of the language as a second (or subsequent) language in an 
education system in which the language was not the medium for 
instruction OR whose knowledge of the language is derived from no 
more than one year’s formal education (up to Year 10 or equivalent) 
in the language, in a country where the language is the medium of 
instruction.

CHINESE CONTINUERS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Year 11 and Year 12 courses have focus on themes and        
associated topics.  The student’s skills in, and knowledge of 
Chinese will be developed through tasks associated with a range 
of texts and text types which reflect the themes and topics.  The 
student will also gain an insight into the culture and language of 
Chinese-speaking communities through the study of a range of 
texts.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Themes

• The individual

• The Chinese-speaking communities

• The changing world

Students’ language skills are developed through tasks such as:

• Conversation

• Responding to an aural stimulus

• Responding to a variety of different written material

• Writing for a variety of purposes

• Studying Chinese culture through texts

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY Weighting

External Ten minute oral examination | conversation

Three hour written examination: Listening & 
responding: 

Reading and responding  Part A 
 Reading and responding Part B 

Writing in Chinese

20

25 
25 
15 
15

100

Internal Speaking
Listening and Responding
Reading and Responding

Writing in Chinese

20
25
40
15

100
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CLASSICAL GREEK 
CONTINUERS

CLASSICAL GREEK EXTENSION
(YEAR 12 ONLY)

1 unit in addition to the 2 unit Classical Greek 
NESA Developed course (60 indicative hours).
Pre-requisites | Completion of Year 11 HSC in Classical Greek.

2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Developed Course
Prerequisites | 200–300 hours study of the language, or equivalent 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Through the study of text in the original Classical Greek, students 
develop skills in translating and analysing text.  Students will develop 
knowledge and understanding of Homeric Greek, and develop 
appreciation of the social, historical and literary context of the period 
it describes.  For this purpose, some additional text is studied in 
English.

Prescribed Text

Text will be read for intensive study in Classical Greek and may also 
include further study of the text in translation.  This will involve:

• Demonstrating comprehension of extracts

• Evaluating text in its context

• Evaluating text as a work of literature

Non-prescribed text

Study of non-prescribed text will involve:

• Demonstrating comprehension through translation of an extract 
of Homeric Greek into English

and/or

• translating English into Classical Greek using vocabulary featured 
in the prescribed text of the Continuers course.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The study of Classical Greek provides students with access to the 
culture, thought and literature of Ancient Greece. It also allows 
students to study the continuing influence of Classical Greek on 
languages, cultures, literatures and traditions that have been derived 
from them.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Year 11 Course

• study of a range of extracts of texts in the original Classical Greek 
and of Classical Greek works in translation.

Year 12 Course

• study of a prescribed prose and a prescribed verse text.  
Students study extracts in the original Classical Greek and the 
work as a whole in translation.

Students will study: 

• literary features,

• context, 

• historical, religious and cultural references,

• ideas, beliefs, arguments and practices

• language and linguistic features of these texts.

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY Weighting

External Translation of prescribed Greek text
Analysis of prescribed Greek text (short answers)

Analysis of prescribed Greek and English text
Translation of non-prescribed Greek text

Analysis of non-prescribed Greek text
Translation of additional non-prescribed Greek text

8
12
10
10
5
5

50

Internal Translation of prescribed Greek text
Analysis of prescribed Greek text (short answers)

Analysis of prescribed Greek and English text
Translation of non-prescribed Greek text

Analysis of non-prescribed Greek text
Translation of additional non-prescribed Greek text

8
12
10
10
5
5

50

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY Weighting

External Prescribed texts | translation
Prescribed texts | commentary

Prescribed texts | commentary on texts as a whole
Unseen prose and verse texts | translation

Unseen texts | short answer/objective response

20
30
20
20
10

100

Internal Prescribed texts | translation
Prescribed texts | commentary

Prescribed texts | commentary on texts as a whole
Unseen prose and verse texts | translation

Unseen texts | short answer/objective response

20
30
20
20
10

100

HSC
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CONSTRUCTION

NESA Developed Course (240 hours)

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is for students who wish to work in the construction 
industry. The course is based on units of competency developed by 
the construction industry to describe the competencies, skills and 
knowledge needed by workers in this industry.

All VET courses are delivered under a Training Provider.  The 
AISNSW RTO No 90413 is the school’s Training Provider.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

The core units of competency represent the basic skills, knowledge 
and attitudes required by all workers in the Construction Industry.

Mandatory Units Certificate II in Construction Pathways
CPCCWHS1001 Prepare to work safely in the Construction Industry 
CPCCWHS2001 Apply WHS requirements, policies and processes 
in the Construction Industry
CPCCOM1013 Plan and organise work
CPCCOM1015 Carry out measurements and calculations
CPCCOM1012 Work effectively and sustainably in the Construction 
Industry

Mandatory Units Certificate II in Construction
CPCCCM2005 Use construction tools and equipment 
CPCCOM2001 Read and interpret plans and specifications

The electives available in the course complement these competencies 
by providing a range of practical and technical skills.  The electives 
are drawn from the following units.

Elective Units
CPCCBL2001 Handle and prepare bricklaying and blocklaying 
materials
CPCCBL2002 Use bricklaying and blocklaying tools and equipment
CPCCCA2002 Use carpentry tools and equipment 
CPCCCA2011 Handle carpentry materials
CPCCCM2004 Handle construction materials 
CPCCCM2006 Apply basic levelling procedures
CPCCOM1014 Conduct workplace communication 
CPCCVE1011 Undertake a basic construction project

Particular Course Requirements

Work placement:  Students must complete a minimum of 70 hours 
work placement in the construction industry (35 hours in Year 11 and 
35 hours in Year 12).

Students must complete formal Occupational Health and Safety  
training before entering the workplace.

All students must complete a face to face White Card Induction 
course.  The school will arrange this course.

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 11 AND YEAR 12

Competency Assessment

 > This is a competency-based course. This requires students 
to develop the competencies and skills and knowledge 
described by each unit of competency. To be assessed 
as competent a student must demonstrate to a qualified 
assessor that they can effectively carry out the various tasks 
and combinations of tasks listed to the standard required in 
the appropriate industry.

 > Essentially there is no mark awarded in competency-based 
assessment. Students are assessed as either competent, 
continuing to develop competency or not yet competent. Once 
earned, competencies are transferable to other accredited 
courses in construction across the Australian Qualification 
Frameworks. Students are graded on the quality of practical 
and theoretical work produced for internal ranking.

 > Competency based assessment determines the vocational 
qualification that a student can apply for when this course is 
successfully completed.

External Assessment

 > The Higher School Certificate examination for Construction 
(240 hours) will involve a 2 hour written examination made 
up of multiple-choice, short answer and extended response 
questions.

 > The questions will be drawn from the Mandatory units of 
competency.

 > The examination is independent of the competency-based 
assessment undertaken during the course and has no impact 
on the eligibility of a student to receive AQF qualifications.

For the purposes of ATAR calculation Construction is a 
Category B subject. Only one (1) Category B subject 
may be included in the calculation of the ATAR.

Qualifications

 > Students who are assessed as competent (through integrated 
competency assessment) in all of the prescribed units of 
competency in Construction (240 hours) will be eligible for 
CPC2020 Cert II in Construction Pathways or Statement 
of Attainment in Construction Pathways plus Statement of 
Attainment CPC20120 Certificate II in Construction.
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY DRAMA

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Students study design processes, design theory and factors in 
relation to design projects.  In the Year 11 course students study 
designing and producing, which includes the completion of at least 
two design projects.

In the Year 12 course students undertake a study of innovation 
and emerging technologies, which includes a case study of an 
innovation.  They also study designing and producing, which includes 
the completion of a Major Design Project.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Students study the practices of Making, Performing and Critically 
Studying in Drama through collaborative and individual experiences. 
This practical approach justifies Drama as a stand-alone subject and 
differentiates it as an extension of English. Year 11 Drama examines 
Improvisation, Playbuilding and Acting, Elements of Production in 
Performance and Theatrical Traditions and Performance Styles. All 
of these areas are interconnected and learning is experiential. 

Three components of study and assessment take place in Year 12:

 > Australian and International movements and theories in Drama 
and Theatre are studied. Teaching and learning take place 
through practical exploration of themes, issues and styles of 
these traditions by exploring relevant acting techniques and 
performance styles and conventions. 

 > The Group Performance of between 3 and 6 students involves 
creating a piece of original self-devised theatre (8 to 12 
minutes duration). It provides opportunity for each student to 
demonstrate his or her performance skills. 

 > The Individual Project allows students to demonstrate their 
expertise in a particular area. They choose one project from 
Critical Analysis, Design, Performance, Scriptwriting or Film 
Drama. 

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Year 11 Course

 >  Theatrical traditions and performance styles in Verbatim 
Theatre and Theatre of the Absurd 

 > Elements of Production in Performance.

 >  A condensed version of the Year 12 Individual Project by 
learning experiences in Scriptwriting, Design and Director’s 
Folio s

Year 12 Course

 > Contemporary Drama Practices in Australia

 > Studies in Drama and Theatre 

 > Group Performance (as outlined above)

 > Individual Project: a choice of Short Film, Scriptwriting, 
Direction, Research, Theatre Reviews, Set Design, Costume 
Design, Lighting Design, Promotional Design or Individual 
Performance.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Year 11 Course

Learning about Designing and Producing - including the study 
of design theory, design processes, creativity, collaborative 
design, research, management, using resources, communication, 
manufacturing and production, computer-based technologies, 
safety, evaluation, environmental issues, analysis, marketing and 
manipulation of materials, tools and techniques.

Year 12 Course

Learning about Innovation and Emerging Technologies - including 
a case study of innovation.  The study of designing and producing 
includes a Major Design Project.  The project folio includes a 
proposal, project management, development,  project realisation and 
evaluation.

Particular Course Requirements 

In the Year 11 course, students must participate in skills-based 
practical activities. In the Year 12 course, the comprehensive study of 
designing and producing that were studied in the Year 11 course are 
synthesised and applied. The course culminates in the development 
and realisation of a major design project and the presentation of a 
case study.

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY Weighting

External Section I  A one and a half hour written exam 
Questions based on Innovation & Emerging 

Technologies, Designing and Producing. These 
will provide opportunities for students to make 
reference to the Major Design Project and the 

Case Study.
Section II Major Design Project | Project 

proposal | Folio | Product, system or 
environment

40 
 
 
 
 

60

100

Internal Innovation and Emerging Technologies, 
including a compulsory case study of an 

innovation/design/designer
Designing and Producing (which may include 

aspects of the Major Design Project)  

40 
 

60

100

Note:  A number of subjects include a requirement for the 
development of project work for either internal or external assessment 
– for example, Visual Arts, Drama, Design & Technology and others.  
Projects developed for assessment in one subject are not to be used 
either in full or in part for assessment in any other subject.

2 units for each Year 11 and HSC  NESA Developed Course 2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Developed Course

HSC
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EARTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
SCIENCE

DRAMA (CONT)

2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12 as a NESA Developed Course

The Stage 6 Earth and Environmental Science course is for students 
who have an interest in the sustainability of the earth and its climate.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Earth and Environmental Science Stage 6 Syllabus, which 
covers Year 11 and Year 12, explores the Earth’s renewable and 
non-renewable resources and also environmental issues.  An 
understanding of the Earth’s resources and the ability to live 
sustainably on the planet is a central purpose of the study of Earth 
and Environmental Science.  This subject involves the analysis, 
processing and evaluation of qualitative and quantitative data in 
order to formulate explanations and solve problems.  In conjunction 
with knowledge and understanding, communication skills are 
essential in forming evidence-based conclusions or arguments.  
Students engage with inquiry questions to explore knowledge of 
the Earth.  They also undertake practical and secondary-sourced 
investigations to acquire a deeper understanding of the Earth’s 
features and naturally occurring phenomena and cycles.  Fieldwork 
is an integral part of these investigation processes.  The course 
maintains a practical emphasis in the delivery of the course content, 
and engages with technologies that assist in developing earth and 
environmental science applications.

The course provides the foundation knowledge and skills required 
to study earth and environmental science after completing school, 
and supports participation in careers in a range of related industries.  
The application of earth and environmental science is essential in 
addressing current and future environmental issues and challenges 
that continue to be discussed and debated in many areas of 
our society.  It is also necessary for the use and management of 
geological resources that are important to Australia’s sustainable 
future.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Year 11 Course

 > Earth’s Resources

 > Plate Tectonics

 > Energy Transformations

 > Human Impacts

Year 12 Course

 > Earth’s Processes

 > Hazards

 > Climate Science

 > Resource Management

Particular Course Requirements 

Students are not disadvantaged by not having studied Drama in 
Years 9-10 as the Year 11 course prepares students for learning and 
assessment in the Year 12 course. 

In the study of theoretical components, students engage in practical 
workshop activities and performances to assist their understanding, 
analysis and synthesis of material covered in areas of study. Students 
are expected to refer to these workshops in the Written Examination. 

The Individual Project is negotiated between the student and the 
teacher at the beginning of the HSC course. Students have four 
terms to complete this major work where the learning is largely self-
directed. 

Projects developed for assessment in one subject are not to be 
used either in full or in part for assessment in any other subject. 
For example, a film completed for Visual Arts cannot be used for 
Individual Project assessment in Drama. 

Students must ensure that they do not choose a text or topic they 
are studying in Drama in the written component or in any other HSC 
course when choosing Individual Projects

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY Weighting

External Group Presentation

Individual Project

A one and a half hour written examination 
comprising two compulsory sections: 

Australian Drama & Theatre 
Studies in Drama & Theatre

30

30

40

100

Internal Australian Drama and Theatre

Studies in Drama and Theatre

Development of Group Performance

Development of Individual Project

30

30

20

20

100



TRINITY GRAMMAR SCHOOL  GUIDE TO COURSES  YEARS 11 & 12 17

EARTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
SCIENCE (CONT)

Assessment – Year 11 and Year 12 Courses

The mandatory assessment requirements for Year 11 and Year 12 
are as follows:

YEAR 11

Number of Tasks
Skills in working scientifically
Knowledge and Understanding of 
course content

3
60%
40%

YEAR 12

Number of Tasks
Skills in working scientifically
Knowledge and Understanding of 
course content

4 (max)
60%
40%

Depth Study requirements (mandatory) – BOTH Year 11 and 
Year 12:

 > one task must focus on a Depth Study or an aspect of a Depth 
Study with a weighting of 20–40%

 > A minimum of 15 hours of in-class time (both Year 11 and Year 
12)

 > the Depth Study task must assess:
• the Working Scientifically skills outcomes:

 Æ Questioning and Predicting
 Æ Communicating

• a minimum of two additional Working Scientifically skills 
outcomes

• at least one Knowledge and Understanding outcome

External Assessment

 > 3 hour written examination covering all syllabus outcomes

2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Developed Course

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Year 11 course focuses on the economic behaviours, problems 
and issues faced by individuals, firms, institutions, and governments. 
Students will investigate and engage in effective analysis, synthesis, 
and evaluation of economic information from a variety of sources to 
communicate economic ideas and issues.

The Year 12 course focuses on the effect of globalisation and change 
within the global economy and Australia. Students will investigate 
the nature, causes and consequences of the economic issues and 
problems confronted by economies and how economies like Australia 
respond through the implementation of economic policies.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Year 11 Course

 > Introduction to Economics 10% of course time

 > Consumers and Business   10% of course time

 > Markets 20% of course time

 > Labour Markets 20% of course time 

 > Financial Markets 20% of course time

 > Government in the Economy 20% of course time

Year 12 Course

 > The Global Economy 25% of course time

 > Australia’s Place in the Global Economy 25% of course time

 > Economic Issues   25% of course time

 > Economic Policies and Management 25% of course time

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY %

External A three hour written examination 100

100

Internal 

Knowledge and understanding of course 
content

Stimulus based skills
Inquiry and research

Communication of business information, 
ideas and issues in appropriate forms

40
20
20
20

100

ECONOMICS

HSC
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NESA Developed Course (240 hours)

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is for students who wish to work in the electrotechnology 
industry, specifically within the electrical trade. The course is 
based on units of competency developed by the Electrotechnology 
Curriculum Framework to describe the competencies, skills and 
knowledge needed by workers in this industry.  

All VET courses are delivered under a Training Provider.  The 
AISNSW RTO No 90413 is the school’s Training Provider.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Mandatory Units
CPCCWHS1001 Prepare to work safely in the construction industry
UEECD0007 Apply work health and safety regulations, codes and 
practices in the workplace
UEECD0009 Carry out routine work activities in an energy sector 
environment
UEECD0046 Solve problems in single path circuits
UEERE0021 Provide basic sustainable energy solutions for energy 
reduction in residential premises
UEECD0019 Fabricate, assemble and dismantle utilities industry 
components
UEECD0051 Use drawings, diagrams, schedules, standards, codes 
and specifications
UEECD0020 Fix and secure electrotechnology equipment

Elective Units

UEECD0038 Provide solutions and report on routine 
electrotechnology problems

UEECD0052 Use routine equipment/plant/technologies in an energy 
sector environment

UEERL0001  Attach cords and plugs to electrical equipment for 
connection to a single phase 230 Volt supply

UEECD0021 Identify and select components, accessories and 
materials for energy sector work activities

Particular Course Requirements

Work placement:  Students must complete a minimum of 70 hours 
work placement in the Electrotechnology industry (35 hours in Year 
11 and 35 hours in Year 12).

Students must complete formal Occupational Health and Safety  
training before entering the workplace.

All students must complete a face to face White Card Induction 
course.  The school will arrange this course.

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 11 AND YEAR 12

Competency Assessment

• This is a competency-based course. This requires students 
to develop the competencies and skills and knowledge 
described by each unit of competency. To be assessed 
as competent a student must demonstrate to a qualified 
assessor that they can effectively carry out the various tasks 
and combinations of tasks listed to the standard required in 
the appropriate industry.

• There is no mark awarded in competency-based assessment. 
Students are assessed as either competent, continuing to 
develop competency or not yet competent. Once earned, 
competencies are transferable to other accredited courses 
in electrotechnology across the Australian Qualification 
Frameworks. Students are graded on the quality of practical 
and theoretical work produced for internal ranking.

• Students will be progressively assessed as ‘competent’ or 
‘not yet competent’ in individual units of competency. When a 
student achieves a unit of competency it is signed off by their 
teacher in a student logbook.

• Competency based assessment determines the vocational 
qualification that a student can apply for when this course is 
successfully completed.

External Assessment

• The Higher School Certificate examination for 
Electrotechnology (240 hours) will involve a 2 hour written 
examination made up of multiple-choice, short answer and 
extended response questions.

• The questions will be drawn from the Mandatory units of 
competency.

• The examination is independent of the competency-based 
assessment undertaken during the course and has no impact 
on the eligibility of a student to receive AQF qualifications.

For the purposes of ATAR calculation Electrotechnology is 
a Category B subject. Only one (1) Category B subject 
may be included in the calculation of the ATAR.

Qualifications

• Students who are assessed as competent (through integrated 
competency assessment) in all of the prescribed units of 
competency in Electrotechnology (240 hours) will be eligible 
for the AQF Certificate II in Electrotechnology (Career Start) 
or Statement of Attainment.

ELECTROTECHNOLOGY
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ENGINEERING STUDIES ENGLISH ADVANCED

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Both Year 11 and Year 12 courses offer students knowledge, 
understanding and skills in aspects of engineering that include 
communication, engineering mechanics/hydraulics, engineering 
materials, historical/societal influences, engineering electricity, 
electronics, and the scope of the profession. Students study 
engineering by investigating a range of applications and fields of 
engineering.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Year 11 Course

Students undertake study in the following four modules:

• three application modules - Engineering Fundamentals, 
Engineered Products and Braking Systems.

• one focus module relating to the field of Biomedical Engineering

• Students develop an engineering report for one of the four 
modules.

In the Year 11 Engineering Studies course the Braking Systems report 
is a collaborative investigation into the nature and measurement of 
friction.

Year 12 Course

Students undertake study in the following four modules:

• two application modules (based on engineered products). 
At least one product is studied from each of the following 
categories: Civil Structures; Personal and Public Transport.

• two focus modules relating to the fields of Aeronautical 
Engineering and Telecommunications Engineering.

• Students develop an engineering report for one of the four 
modules.

In the Year 12 Engineering Studies course the Civil Structures report 
is the result of collaborative investigations into the design, building 
and testing of a simple framed structure which must span 500mm 
and support the greatest load possible as a proportion of its own 
weight. The Aeronautical Engineering case study involves individual 
research and analysis.

Particular Course Requirements 

In the Engineering Studies course learning includes modules 
from engineering and society; engineering materials, engineering 
mechanics and hydraulics; electricity and electronics; and 
communication, which includes research techniques and graphical 
forms of communication such as pencil and computer based drawing.

The reports and case study undertaken during the Engineering 
Studies course are used to develop the student’s research, teamwork 
and collaborative learning, analysis and report writing skills.

2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Developed Course 2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Developed Course

COURSE DESCRIPTION

In the English Advanced course students explore opportunities offered 
by challenging texts to investigate complex and evocative ideas, 
and refine their understanding of the dynamic relationship between 
language, text and meaning. The course encourages students to 
deepen their skills in critical and creative thinking and reflect on their 
own processes of responding, composing and learning.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Year 11 Course
The course has two sections:

• The module entitled ‘Reading to Write: Transition to Senior 
English, and

• Two modules:
 a. Module A: Narratives that Shape our World
 b. Module B: Critical Study of Literature

These modules offer opportunity to explore a range of narratives 
and the way in which form, style and content can be reshaped and 
adapted to suit different contexts and audiences

Year 12 Course
The course has two sections:

• The common module entitled ‘Texts and Human Experiences’ 

• Three modules: 
 a. Module A: Textual Conversations
 b. Module B: Critical Study of Literature
 c. Module C: The Craft of Writing

These modules offer opportunity to compare and contrast texts, 
explore the notion of textual integrity and the significance of texts for 
difference contexts and audiences.

Particular Course Requirements 

In the Year 11 English Advanced course students are required to:

• Explore a range of types of text drawn from prose fiction, 
drama, poetry, non-fiction, film, media and digital texts.

• Engage in wide reading.

HSC
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ENGLISH ADVANCED (CONT)

Year 12 English Advanced course requires:

• Closely study four prescribed texts, one drawn from each of 
the following: Shakespearean drama; prose fiction; poetry OR 
drama; non fiction OR film OR media. The remaining text may 
be film, media or a digital text or may be selected from one of 
the categories above

• Study one related text for the common module: ‘Texts and 
Human Experiences

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY Marks

A written examination paper consisting of:

Paper 1 - Common Module
Section 1 (20)
Section 2 (20)

Paper 2 - Modules
Section 1 (20)
Section 2 (20)
Section 3 (20)

40

60

External Assessment 100

Assessment Components 
• Knowledge and understanding of course content 
• Skills in responding of ideas appropriate to audience, 
purpose and context across all modes

50

50

100

HSC ENGLISH EXTENSION 1 | HSC ENGLISH EXTENSION 2 
1 unit of study for each of Year 11 and Year 12  

Prerequisites and Corequisites

• (a) English Advanced course

• (b) Year 11 English Extension is prerequisite for Year 12 
Extension Course 1

• Year 12 Extension Course 1 is corequisite with Advanced 
English for Extension 2. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

In the Year 11 English Extension course students explore texts from 
the past and their manifestations in one or more recent cultures. They 
refine their understanding of the appreciation of the cultural roles and 
the significance of texts, examining the way that literature shapes 
and reflects the global world. In the Year 12 English Extension 1 
course students explore, investigate, experiment with and evaluate 
the ways texts represent and illuminate the complexity of individual 
and collective lives in literary works. They explore the ways of 
thinking underpinning texts and refine their skills in both critical and 
creative composition. In the Year 12 English Extension 2 course 
students explore a concept or issue through a sustained composition 
in order to deepen their understanding of textual form and features 
and document their reflection on this process.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Year 11 Course
The course has one common module: Texts, Culture and Value. 
In addition, students will undertake a related research project on 
the manifestation of a text of their choice from the past into recent 
cultures

Year 12 Extension Course 1
The course has one common module: Literary Worlds, from which 
students must complete one elective a list of options: Literary 
Homelands OR Worlds of Upheaval OR Reimagined Worlds OR 
Literary Mindscapes OR Intersecting Worlds.
Year 12 Extension Course 2
The course requires students to complete a Major Work and to 
document their research process in a Major Work Journal.
Particular Course Requirements

• Year 11 English Extension requires students to examine a text 
from the past and its manifestation in one or more popular 
cultures. Students also undertake their own independent 
research project based on a core text of their own choosing

• The Year 12 English Extension 1 Course requires the study of 
three prescribed texts relating to the elective chosen as well as 
at least two related texts.

• The Year 12 English Extension 2 Course requires completion 
of a of a Major Work in one of the nominated areas as well 
as documentation of process in a Major Work Journal and a 
reflection statement. 

ENGLISH EXTENSION
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ENGLISH EXTENSION (CONT)

EXTENSION 1 YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY MARKS

A written examination paper consisting of:

Section 1: Common Modules

Section 2:  Elective

25

25

External Assessment 50

Assessment Components 
• Knowledge and understanding of complex texts 
and how and why they are valued 

• Skills in complex analysis, sustained 
composition and independent investigation

50

50

100

EXTENSION 2 YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY MARKS

Major Work
Reflection Statement 

40

10

External Assessment 50

Assessment will be based on the process of 
composing the Major Work
Viva Voce
Literature Review
Critique of Creative Process 
The Major Work Journal must be submitted for 
monitoring with each assessment task.

15
20
15

Internal Assessment 50

Assessment Components 
• Skills in extensive independent investigation 
• Skills in sustained composition

50
50

100

2 Units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Developed Course
Prerequisites | 200–300 hours study of the language or equivalent.
Exclusions | French Beginners

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Year 11 and HSC courses focus on themes and associated 
topics.  The student’s skills in, and knowledge of French will be 
developed through tasks associated with a range of texts and text 
types which reflect the themes and topics.  The student will also 
gain an insight into the culture and language of French-speaking 
communities through the study of a range of texts.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Themes
• The individual
• The French-speaking communities
• The changing world

Students’ language skills are developed through tasks such 
as:
• Conversation
• Responding to an aural stimulus
• Responding to a variety of different written material
• Writing for a variety of purposes
• Studying French culture through texts

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY Weighting

External Ten minute oral examination | conversation

A three hour written examination: 
Listening and responding 
Reading and responding 

Part A 
Part B 

Writing in French

20

 
25 
 

25 
15 
15

100

Internal Speaking

Listening and Responding

Reading and Responding

Writing in French

20

25

40

15

100

FRENCH CONTINUERS

HSC
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GEOGRAPHY GERMAN CONTINUERS

2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Developed Course 2 Units for each of Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Developed Course
Pre-requisites | 200–300 hours study of the language or equivalent.
Exclusions | German Beginners

COURSE DESCRIPTION
 
The Year 11 and Year 12 courses have as their organisational 
focuses themes and associated topics.  The student’s skills in, and 
knowledge of German will be developed through tasks associated 
with a range of texts and text types, which reflect the themes and 
topics.  The student will also gain an insight into the culture and 
language of German-speaking communities through the study of a 
range of texts.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Themes

• The individual.
• The German-speaking communities.
• The changing world.

Students’ language skills are developed through tasks such as:
• Conversation.
• Responding to an aural stimulus.
• Responding to a variety of different written material.
• Writing for a variety of purposes.
• Studying German culture through texts.

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY Weighting

External Ten minute oral examination | conversation

A three hour written examination: 
Listening and responding 
Reading and responding 

Part A 
Part B 

Writing in German

20

 
25 
 

25 
15 
15

100

Internal Speaking

Listening and Responding

Reading and Responding

Writing in German

20

25

40

15

100

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Year 11 course draws on contemporary developments in 
biophysical and human geography and refines students’ knowledge 
and understanding about the spatial and ecological dimensions 
of geography. It uses inquiry methodologies to investigate the 
unique characteristics of our world through fieldwork, mastery of 
geographical skills and the study of contemporary geographical 
issues.  An independent research assignment, based on the primary 
investigations of the student is a cornerstone of the Year 11 Course.  

The Year 12 course enables students to understand and appreciate 
geographical perspectives about the contemporary world. It draws 
on rigorous academic tradition in the discipline of Geography, 
with specific studies about biophysical and human processes, 
interactions and trends. The application of inquiry methodologies 
through fieldwork and a variety of case studies combines with an 
assessment of the geographers’ contribution to understanding our 
environment, and demonstrates the relevance of geographical study.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED
 
Year 11 Course

• Biophysical Interactions  40% of course time
• Global Challenges  40% of course time
• Senior Geography Project  20% of course time

Year 12 Course
• Ecosystems at Risk  33.3% of course time
• Urban Places   33.3% of course time
• People and Economic Activity 33.3% of course time

Key concepts incorporated across all topics  
Particular Course Requirements | Students complete a Senior 
Geography project (SGP) in the Year 11 course and must undertake 
10 hours of fieldwork in both the Year 11 and Year 12 courses. 
Students will be required to submit both oral and written geographic 
reports.

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY Weighting

External A 3 hour written examination in three sections:
Multiple choice stimulus based

Short response stimulus analysis
Two extended responses, from a choice of 

three questions

 

20
40
40

100

Internal Knowledge & understanding of course content
Geographical tools and skills

Geographic inquiry and research, including 
fieldwork

Communication of geographical information, 
ideas and issues in appropriate forms

40 

20
20 

20

100
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HSC

HISTORY
EXTENSION INTRODUCTION | YEAR 11

1 unit in addition to the Year 11 2 unit Ancient History or Year 11
2 unit Modern History 
(Trinity Grammar School Developed Course)

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The History Extension (Introduction) course is designed for students 
interested in understanding how ‘history’ is written. Historical 
accounts are shaped by the historian’s context, purpose, method, 
and approaches. In this Introduction unit, students explore the 
concept that ‘history’ is presented in various ways, such as in film, 
where directors have immense influence over what their audience 
considers to be real history. Students are introduced to a selection of 
historians in preparation for the Year 12 course.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

1. Representing the Past 

Students explore how history is depicted and constructed on film. 
Students investigate the place of directors, cinematographers, 
historians, and commentators in creating and critiquing historical 
films. The debate about whether films have a place in ‘serious 
history’ is at the forefront of the study. Students will analyse the 
editorial decisions made in historical films, including The Thin Red 
Line, Saving Private Ryan, and They Shall Not Grow Old, and one 
film of their choosing. 

Directors and film producers choose what to show and how to show it 
in their films. They reveal what they think about the past (perspective) 
and offer explanations of past events (interpretation). In this way, 
they are like historians. Their films are like historian’s books. Using 
historical features, directors depict history and attract criticism and 
praise from their audience. 

2. Historiography (Introduction)

Students will apply their developing conceptual understanding to the 
study of a selection of academic historians. Key inquiry questions 
include:

Who is the historian?

How did their context influence them?

What was their purpose for producing history?

What are their views on the nature of history and the past?

What methods did they use to examine the past?

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 11 COURSE ONLY

Internal Assessment:
Two school-based Assessment tasks cover the following Assessment 
components:
• Historical inquiry and analysis - 60%
• Knowledge and understanding - 40%

HISTORY EXTENSION | YEAR 12

1 unit in addition to the 2 unit Ancient History or 2 unit Modern History 
NESA Developed course (60 indicative hours).
Pre-requisites | Completion of Year 11 Ancient History or Modern 
History.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The History Extension course requires students to examine the 
way history is constructed and the role of historians. This involves 
reviewing the types of history that have been produced over time 
and the contexts in which they were developed. Students explore 
problems and issues associated with the construction of history 
through sampling the works of various writers, historians and others 
involved in the practice of history from ancient times to the present day. 
Students focus on an area of debate to consider how an historian’s 
context, methodology and purpose shape their interpretation of a 
person, group, event or issue. Students apply their understanding 
and skills of historical inquiry by designing and conducting their own 
historical investigation.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

1. Constructing History – Key Questions 
Four key questions provide a framework for investigating the 
construction of history with a focus on historiography. Students 
engage in the complex and intellectually demanding study of 
History Extension by applying significant historiographical ideas and 
methodologies, which have evolved over time, to the investigation of 
these key questions:
• Who are historians?
•  What are the purposes of history?
• How has history been constructed, recorded and presented over 

time?
• Why have approaches to history changed over time?

2. Constructing History - Appeasement
Students develop their understanding of significant historiographical 
ideas and methodologies by exploring ONE case study, with 
reference to THREE identified areas of debate and the key questions 
above. 

3. History Project
Students undertake an individual investigative project, focusing on 
an area of changing historical interpretation. Project components 
include: Proposal, Essay, Bibliography, Annotated Sources, and 
Process Log.

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY

External Assessment:
A 2 hour written examination in two parts

Internal Assessment:
The following Assessment components are covered by four school-based 
Assessment tasks:
• Skills in designing, undertaking and communicating historical inquiry and 

analysis - 60%
• Knowledge and Understanding of significant historical ideas and process  

- 40%
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HOSPITALITY (KITCHEN 
OPERATIONS)

NESA Developed Course (240 hours)

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is for student who wish to work in the Hospitality 
Industry.  The course is based on units of competency developed 
by the hospitality industry to describe the competencies, skills and 
knowledge needed by workers in this industry.
All VET courses are delivered under a Training Provider.  The 
AISNSW RTO No 90413 is the school’s Training Provider.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Mandatory Units
SITXWHS001 Participate in safe work practices
SITXFSA001 Use hygienic practices for food safety
BSBWOR203 Work effectively with others
SITHIND002 Source and use information on the hospitality industry
SITHCCC001 Use food preparation equipment 
SITHCCC005 Prepare dishes using basic methods of cookery
SITHKOP001 Clean kitchen premises and equipment 
SITXFSA002 Participate in safe food handling practices

Elective Units
SITHCCC002 Prepare and present simple dishes 
SITHCCC011 Use cookery skills effectively 
SITXINV002 Maintain the quality of perishable items
SITHCCC006 Prepare appetisers and salads 
SITHCCC008 Prepare vegetable, fruit, egg and farinaceous dishes 

Particular Course Requirements

Work placement:  Students must complete a minimum of 70 hours 
work placement in the Hospitality industry (35 hours in Year 11 and 
35 hours in Year 12).

Students must wear a uniform when cooking and when serving food 
at functions.

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 11 AND YEAR 12

Competency Assessment

• This is a competency-based course. This requires students 
to develop the competencies and skills and knowledge 
described by each unit of competency. To be assessed 
as competent a student must demonstrate to a qualified 
assessor that they can effectively carry out the various tasks 
and combinations of tasks listed to the standard required in 
the appropriate industry.

• Essentially there is no mark awarded in competency-based 
assessment. Students are assessed as either competent, 
continuing to develop competency or not yet competent. Once 
earned, competencies are transferable to other accredited 
courses in construction across the Australian Qualification 
Frameworks. Students are graded on the quality of practical 
and theoretical work produced for internal ranking.

• Competency based assessment determines the vocational 
qualification that a student can apply for when this course is 
successfully completed.

External Assessment

• The Higher School Certificate examination for Hospitality 
(240 hours) will involve a 2 hour written examination made 
up of multiple-choice, short answer and extended response 
questions.

• The questions will be drawn from the Mandatory units of 
competency.

• The examination is independent of the competency-based 
assessment undertaken during the course and has no impact 
on the eligibility of a student to receive AQF qualifications.

For the purposes of ATAR calculation Hospitality is a 
Category B subject. Only one (1) Category B subject 
may be included in the calculation of the ATAR.

Qualifications

• Students who are assessed as competent (through 
integrated competency assessment) in all of the prescribed 
units of competency in Hospitality - Kitchen Operations, (240 
hours) will be eligible for the AQF Certificate II in Hospitality 
or a Statement of Attainment.
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HSC

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY
MULTIMEDIA TECHNOLOGIES & TIMBER 
PRODUCTS AND FURNITURE TECHNOLOGIES

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY Weighting

External Written examination Section I – Industry 
Related Manufacturing Technology 

Objective response questions specific to 
each industry focus area 

Section II – Industry Related 
Manufacturing Technology Short-answer 
questions specific to each industry focus 

area 

Section III – Industry Study Candidates 
answer one structured extended 

response question 

Major Project 

10 
 
 

15 
 
 

15 
 

60

100

Internal Knowledge and understanding of the 
organisation and management of, and 

manufacturing processes and techniques 
used by, the focus area

Knowledge, skills and understanding in 
designing, managing, problem-solving, 

communicating and the safe use of 
manufacturing processes and techniques 

through the design and production of a 
quality Major Project

40 
 
 

60

100

Note:  A number of subjects include a requirement for the 
development of project work for either internal or external assessment 
– for example, Visual Arts, Drama, Design & Technology, Industrial 
Technology and others.  Projects developed for assessment in one 
subject are not to be used either in full or in part for assessment in 
any other subject.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Year 11 course of 120 indicative hours provides a broad 
range of skills and knowledge related to the focus area chosen. 
Processes, skills and practices relevant to the design, management, 
communication and construction is applied to a practical project and 
an industry study.

The Year 12 course of 120 indicative hours consists of the 
development, management and communication of a major practical 
project and folio that contribute to the development of knowledge, 
skills and understanding related to the focus area of study.

Both the Year 11 and Year 12 courses are organised around four 
sections:

A. Industry Study
B. Design, Management and Communication
C. Production
D. Industry Related Manufacturing Technology

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Year 11 Course

Students will study the organisation and management of an individual 
business related to the focus area. They will design, plan and 
manage their work through the completion of a management folio 
linked to each project produced. Students will learn communication 
and information processing skills through the completion of their 
management folio. 

Year 12 Course

Students will broaden their study of industry related to the specific 
business studied in the Year 11 course. They will also refine 
and extend their project management skills, largely through the 
development and completion of their Major Project management 
folio.

Particular Course Requirements

In the Year 11 course, students must participate in hands-on practical 
activities. In the Year 12 course, the comprehensive study of 
designing and producing that were studied in the Year 11 course are 
further synthesised and applied. This culminates in the development 
and realisation of a major design project and the presentation of a 
project management folio.

2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Developed Course
Students may choose only one of the Industrial Technology course 
focus areas: Timber Products and Furniture Technologies or 
Multimedia Technologies.
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Particular Course Requirements
Work placement: Students must complete a minimum of 70 hours 
work placement in the Computing industry (35 hours in Year 11 and 
35 hours in Year 12), 

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 11 AND YEAR 12

Competency Assessment

• This is a competency-based course. This requires students 
to develop the competencies and skills and knowledge 
described by each unit of competency. To be assessed 
as competent a student must demonstrate to a qualified 
assessor that they can effectively carry out the various 
tasks and combinations of tasks listed to the standard 
required in the appropriate industry.

• There is no mark awarded in competency-based 
assessment. Students are assessed as either ‘competent’, 
‘continuing to develop competency’ or ‘not yet competent’. 
Once earned, competencies are transferable to other 
accredited courses in information technology across the 
Australian Qualification Frameworks. Students are graded 
on the quality of practical and theoretical work produced for 
internal ranking.

• Competency based assessment determines the vocational 
qualification that a student can apply for when this course 
is successfully completed.

External Assessment

• The Higher School Certificate examination for Information 
and Digital Technology (240 hours) will involve a 2 hour 
written examination made up of multiple-choice, short 
answer and extended response questions.

• The questions will be drawn from the Mandatory units of 
competency.

• The examination is independent of the competency-
based assessment undertaken during the course and has 
no impact on the eligibility of a student to receive AQF 
qualifications.

For the purposes of ATAR calculation Information 
Technology is a Category B subject. Only one (1) 
Category B subject may be included in the calculation 
of the ATAR.

Qualifications

• Students who are assessed as competent (through 
integrated competency assessment) in all of the prescribed 
units of competency in Information and Digital Technology 
(240 hours) will be eligible for the AQF Certificate III in 
Information, Digital Media and Technologyy ICT30120 or a 
Statement of Attainment. 

NESA Developed Course (240 hours)

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is for students who wish to work in the Information 
Technology industry. The Information and Digital Technology 
Curriculum Framework gives students the opportunity to gain 
credit towards the NSW Higher School Certificate (HSC) 
and credit towards national vocational qualifications for the 
Information and Communications Technology industry under the 
Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF). 

All VET courses are delivered under a Training Provider.  The 
AISNSW RTO No 90413 is the school’s Training Provider.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

• The core units of competency represent the basic skills, 
knowledge and attitudes required by all workers within the 
Information and Communications Technology industry. 
Students will need to develop and exhibit these competencies 
throughout the entire course. These core units of competency 
focus on developing and refining the skills required to work 
effectively within the industry. The core units of competency 
specifically address industry awareness, communicating with 
others, planning for work, quality principles, working safely 
and introductory tools and techniques.

• The electives available in the course complement these 
competencies by providing a range of practical and technical 
skills. 

Mandatory Units
BSBCRT301 Develop and extend critical and creative thinking 
skills
BSBXCS303 Securely manage personally identifiable 
information and workplace information
BSBXTW301 Work in a team
ICTICT313 Identify IP, ethics and privacy policies in ICT 
environments
ICTPRG302 Apply introductory programming techniques
ICTSAS305 Provide ICT advice to clients
BSBWHS311 Assist with managing workplace safety

Elective Units
ICTWEB304 Build simple web pages
ICTWEB305 Produce digital images for the web
ICTWEB306 Develop a web presence using social media
ICTSAS308 Run standard diagnostic tests
ICTICT309 Create ICT user documentation

INFORMATION AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY
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HSC

INFORMATION PROCESSES 
AND TECHNOLOGY

2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Course

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The focus of this course is to enable students to become confident, 
competent, discriminating users of information processes and 
information technologies.  The course looks at different approaches 
that can be taken to analyse, develop and manage projects and gives 
students an understanding of these.  The course enhances personal 
skills by providing experiences in communication and team work and 
the social and ethical issues these involve.  Students will develop 
skills in using a wide range of software eg Database, Spreadsheets, 
Google Forms, Multimedia, Web Page authoring, Expert Shells, 
drawing and animation programs in addition to past and emerging 
hardware technologies. With this background students will be well 
placed to adapt to new technologies as they emerge.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Year 11 Course

• Introduction to Information Skills and Systems.

• Tools for Information Processes.

• Developing Information Systems
Year 12 Course

• Project Management.

• Information Systems and Databases.

• Communication Systems.

• Option topics - two of the following options: Transaction 
Processing Systems, Decision Support Systems, Automated 
Manufacturing Systems or Multimedia Systems

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY Weighting

External A three hour written examination 100

100

Internal Assessment will be based on the HSC 
course content including project work, 

individual and group projects - students 
plan, design and implement a solution 

to a given problem, using software tools 
such as spreadsheets, databases, web 

editors etc. 

LATIN (CONTINUERS)

2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Course

Pre-requisites | 200–300 hours study of language, or equivalent 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The study of Latin provides students with access to the culture, 
thought and literature of Ancient Rome.  It also allows students to 
study the influences of Latin on the languages, cultures, literatures 
and traditions, which have derived from them.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Year 11 Course
Study of a range of extracts of texts in the original Latin and of Latin 
works in translation.

Year 12 Course
Study of a prescribed prose and a prescribed verse text.  Students 
study extracts in the original Latin and the work as a whole in 
translation.

Students will study:  

• literary features,

• context, 

• historical, religious and cultural references,

• ideas, beliefs, arguments and practices

• language and linguistic features of these texts.

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY Weighting

External Prescribed texts: translation
Prescribed texts: objective response

Prescribed texts: commentary
Prescribed texts: commentary on texts as 

a whole
Unseen prose and verse texts: translation

Unseen texts: short answer/objective 
response

16
14
20
20

20
10

100

Internal Prescribed texts: translation
Prescribed texts: objective response

Prescribed texts: commentary
Prescribed texts: commentary on texts as 

a whole
Unseen prose and verse texts: translation

Unseen texts: short answer/objective 
response

16
14
20
20

20
10

100
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LEGAL STUDIESLATIN EXTENSION | YEAR 12 ONLY

2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Developed Course 1 unit in addition to the 2 unit Latin NESA Developed course (60 
indicative hours).

Pre-requisites | Completion of Year 11 HSC in Latin COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Year 11 course focuses on understanding the nature and 
functions of law through the examination of the law-making processes 
and institutions. Students will investigate the way in which the law 
impacts on individuals by referring to legal and non-legal institutions, 
laws and media reports and establish links with contemporary issues.
The Year 12 course focuses on understanding criminal law, legal 
processes and institutions and the tension between community 
interests and individual rights and freedoms. Students will investigate 
the notion of human rights and assess the extent to which legal 
systems embody such human rights and promote them in practice. A 
further two options will be chosen from the list below.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Through the study of text in the original Latin, students develop skills 
in translating and analysing text.  Students will develop knowledge 
and understanding of Latin of a particular period and genre, and 
develop appreciation of the linguistic, literary and cultural features 
of the text.

Prescribed Text
Text will be read for intensive study in Latin and may also include 
further study of the text in translation.  This will involve:

• Demonstrating comprehension of extracts.

• Evaluating text in its context.

• Evaluating text as a work of literature.

Non-prescribed text
Study of non-prescribed text will involve either:

• Analysis, comprehension and translation of extracts of the 
same genre to those prescribed.

• and/or Translation into Latin prose of an English passage 
similar in content to the prescribed text.

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY Weighting

External Translation of prescribed Latin text
Analysis of prescribed Latin text (short 

answer questions)
Analysis of prescribed Latin and English 

text
Translation of non-prescribed Latin text

Analysis of non-prescribed Latin text
Additional translation of unseen Latin into 
English OR composition of Latin text from 

English

8
12 

10

10
5
5

50

Internal Translation of prescribed Latin text
Analysis of prescribed Latin text (short 

answer questions)
Analysis of prescribed Latin and English 

text
Translation of non-prescribed Latin text

Analysis of non-prescribed Latin text
Additional translation of unseen Latin into 
English OR composition of Latin text from 

English

8
12 

10

10
5
5

50

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Year 11 Course

• Core Part 1: The legal system  40% of course time

• Core Part II: The individual and the law  30% of course time

• Core Part III: Law in practice  30% of course time

Year 12 Course

• Core Part 1: Crime 30% of course time

• Core Part II: Human rights 20% of course time

• Part III: Options (2 of the below topics) 25% of course time each
o  Consumers
o  Global environmental protection
o  Family
o  Indigenous peoples
o  Shelter
o  Workplace
o  World order

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY %

External A three hour written examination 100

100

Internal 

Knowledge and understanding of course 
content

Stimulus based skills
Inquiry and research

Communication of business information, 
ideas and issues in appropriate forms

40
20
20
20

100
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HSC

MATHEMATICS STANDARD

2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Developed Course 
This is a NESA Developed Course comprising of Mathematics Standard 
(Yr 11) and/or Mathematics Standard 1 or 2 (in Yr 12). Students of 
the Mathematics Standard 1 (Yr 12 only) and Mathematics Standard 
2 (Yr 12 only) courses study a common Year 11 course, known as 
Mathematics Standard Year 11. Mathematics Standard 1 will only 
be offered to students in Year 12 if school resources permit, and on 
application to the Head of Mathematics and subsequent approval by 
the Academic Dean. 
Prerequisites | Completion of Year 10 Mathematics (either Stage 
5.1/5.2/5.3) 
Exclusions | Students may not study any other Stage 6 Mathematics 
course in conjunction with Mathematics Standard (in Year 11 or 12).

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The Mathematics Standard courses (in Year 11 and 12) are focused 
on enabling students to use mathematics effectively, efficiently and 
critically to make informed decisions in their daily lives. They provide 
students with the opportunities to develop an understanding of, and 
competence in, further aspects of mathematics through a large variety 
of real-world applications including the ability to use concepts and 
apply techniques to the solution of problems in algebra and modelling, 
measurement, financial mathematics, data and statistics, probability 
and networks. In addition, the Stage 6 Mathematics Standard course 
will provided students the opportunity to use mathematical skills and 
techniques, aided by appropriate technology, to organise information 
and interpret practical situations and to develop the ability to interpret 
and communicate mathematics in a variety of written and verbal forms, 
including diagrams and graphs.

Mathematics Standard 1 (offered in Year 12 at TGS and only at the 
discretion of the Head Master) is designed to help students improve 
their numeracy by building their confidence and success in making 
mathematics meaningful. Numeracy is more than being able to operate 
with numbers. It requires mathematical knowledge and understanding, 
mathematical problem-solving skills and literacy skills, as well as positive 
attitudes. When students become numerate they are able to manage 
a situation or solve a problem in real contexts, such as everyday life, 
work or further learning. This course offers students the opportunity to 
prepare for post-school options of employment or further training. This 
course, if offered at TGS, may contribute towards an ATAR if a student 
elects to sit the external examination.

Mathematics Standard 2 (only offered in Year 12 in which the 
Mathematics Standard Year 11 course is a prerequisite) is designed 
for those students who want to extend their mathematical skills 
beyond Stage 5 but are not seeking the in-depth knowledge of 
higher mathematics that the study of calculus would provide. This 
course offers students the opportunity to prepare for a wide range of 
educational and employment aspirations, including continuing their 
studies at a tertiary level (such as humanities, nursing and the para-
medical sciences). There will be an external examination in this course 
and it may contribute towards an ATAR.

COURSE CONTENT
The outcomes and content in the Stage 6 Mathematics Standard syllabus 
are written with the assumption that students studying this course will 
have studied all sub strands of Stage 5.1 along with the following sub 
strands of Stage 5.2 - Financial mathematics, Linear relationships, 
Non-linear relationships, Right-angled triangles (Trigonometry), Single 
variable data analysis and Probability. 

The Year 11 course is organised into four broad topics: Algebra, 
Measurement, Financial Mathematics and Statistical Analysis. The Yr 
12 Mathematics Standard 1 or 2 course is organised into five topics 
each an extension on those studied in the Yr 11 Mathematics Standard 
course but with an additional unit of study in Networks.

The Yr 11 Mathematics Standard course is undertaken by all students 
intending to study either the Year 12 Mathematics Standard 1 course 
or the Yr 12 Mathematics Standard 2 course. A Record of School 
Achievement (RoSA) will be awarded to students that successfully 
complete the Year 11 Mathematics Standard course requirements.

ASSESSMENT: YR 12 MATHEMATICS STANDARD 2 ONLY

Weighting

External For both Mathematics Standard 1 and Standard 
2, examination questions may require candidates 
to integrate knowledge, understanding and 
skills developed through studying the courses. 
Specifically:. Mathematics Standard 1:
The examination will be based on the Mathematics 
Standard 1 Year 12 course and will focus on the 
course objectives and Year 12 outcomes. The 
Mathematics Standard Year 11 course content 
notated by ◊ will be assumed knowledge for 
this examination and may be examined. The 
examination will consist of a written paper worth 80 
marks of 2 hours duration.
The paper will consist of two sections.
Section I (10 marks) There will be objective-
response questions to the value of 10 marks.
Section II (70 marks) Questions may contain parts. 
There will be 30 to 35 items. At least two items will 
be worth 4 or 5 marks
Mathematics Standard 2:
The examination will be based on the Mathematics 
Standard 2 Year 12 course and will focus on the 
course objectives and Year 12 outcomes. The 
entire Mathematics Standard Year 11 course will 
be assumed knowledge for this examination and 
may be examined. The examination will consist of a 
written paper worth 100 marks 2½ hours in duration.  
The paper will consist of two sections.
Section I (15 marks) There will be objective-
response questions to the value of 15 marks.
Section II (85 marks) Questions may contain parts. 
There will be 35 to 40 items. At least two items will 
be worth 4 or 5 marks and will include items that are 
common with the Mathematics Advanced course 
worth 20-25 marks.

100

Internal Understanding, fluency and communication 
Problem solving, reasoning and justification

50
50

100

The Year 12 formal school-based assessment program will reflect NESA requirements. 
The Mathematics Department will devise an Assessment schedule that will enable the 
students to meet these internal formal assessment requirements

ASSESSMENT: YR 11 MATHEMATICS STANDARD

NESA requires the school submits a school-based assessment mark for 
this course for the attainment of a RoSA at the end of Year 11 studies.

Weighting

Internal Understanding, fluency and communication 
Problem solving, reasoning and justification

50
50

100

The purpose of the Year 11 formal school-based assessment program is to reflect 
NESA requirements. The Mathematics Department will devise an Assessment schedule 
that will enable the students to meet these internal formal assessment requirements.
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MATHEMATICS ADVANCED

2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA developed Course
Prerequisites | The Mathematics Advanced Year 11 course has 
been developed on the assumption that students have studied 
the content and achieved the outcomes of the Mathematics Stage 
5.1 and Stage 5.2 courses as well as the following substrands of 
the Mathematics Stage 5.3 course: Algebraic techniques, Surds & 
Indices, Equations, Linear Relationships, Trignometry & Pythagoras’ 
theorem, Single variable data analysis; and at least some of the 
content from the following substrands of Stage 5.3: Non-linear 
relationships, Properties of Geometrical Shapes.

Exclusions | Students may not study the Mathematics Advanced 
course in conjunction with the Mathematics Standard 1 or the 
Mathematics Standard 2 course in either Year 11 or 12.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Mathematics Advanced course is a calculus-based course 
focused on developing student awareness of mathematics as a 
unique and powerful way of viewing the world to investigate order, 
relation, pattern, uncertainty and generality. Specifically, all students 
studying the Mathematics Advanced course will:
• sit for an HSC examination.
• develop their knowledge, understanding and skills in working 

mathematically and in communicating concisely and precisely
• consider various applications of mathematics in a broad range of 

contemporary contexts through the use of mathematical modelling 
and use these models to solve problems related to their present 
and future needs

• develop ways of thinking in which problems are explored through 
observation, reflection and reasoning

• be provided with a basis for further studies in disciplines in which 
mathematics and the skills that constitute thinking mathematically 
have an important role

• be provided with an appropriate mathematical background for 
students whose future pathways may involve mathematics and its 
applications in a range of disciplines at the tertiary level

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Year 11 Course
Topic 1: Functions
• Working with Functions
Topic 2: Trigonometric Functions
• Trigonometry and Measure of Angles
• Trigonometric Functions and Identities
Topic 3: Calculus
• Introduction to Differentiation
Topic 4: Exponential and Logarithmic Functions
• Logarithms and Exponentials
Topic 5: Statistical Analysis
• Probability and Discrete Probability Distributions

Year 12 Course
Topic 1: Functions
• Graphing Techniques
Topic 2: Trigonometric Functions
• Trigonometric Functions and Graphs

Topic 3: Calculus
• Differential Calculus
• The Second Derivative
• Integral Calculus

Topic 4: Financial Mathematics
• Modelling Financial Situations
Topic 5: Statistical Analysis
• Descriptive Statistics and Bivariate Data Analysis
• Random Variables

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY Weighting

Internal Understanding, fluency and communication
Problem solving, reasoning and justification
The Year 12 formal school-based assessment 
program is to reflect current NESA 
requirements.

50
50

The Mathematics Department will devise an Assessment 
schedule that will enable the students to meet these internal 
formal assessment requirements

100

ASSESSMENT: YR 11 MATHEMATICS ADVANCED

NESA requires the school submits a school-based assessment mark for 
this course for the attainment of a RoSA at the end of Year 11 studies.

Weighting

Internal 
Confirmed

Understanding, fluency and communication 
Problem solving, reasoning and justification

50
50

100

The purpose of the Year 11 formal school-based assessment program is to 
reflect NESA requirements.

The Mathematics Department will devise an Assessment schedule 
that will enable the students to meet these internal formal assessment 
requirements.
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HSC

MATHEMATICS EXTENSION 1

3 units in each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA developed Course 
(comprising the Mathematics Advanced course and the Extension 
1 course (1 unit)
Prerequisites | The Mathematics Extension 1 Year 11 course has 
been developed on the assumption that students have studied the 
content and achieved the outcomes of all substrands of Mathematics 
Stage 5.1, Stage 5.2 and Stage 5.3, including the optional 
substrands: Polynomials, Logarithms, Functions & Other Graphs, 
Circle Geometry.
Exclusions | Students may not study the Mathematics Extension 
1 course in conjunction with the Mathematics Standard 1 or the 
Mathematics Standard 2 course in either Year 11 or 12.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Mathematics Extension 1 Year 11 course includes the 
Mathematics Advanced Year 11 course. The Mathematics Extension 
1 Year 12 course includes the Mathematics Advanced Year 12 
course. This is a calculus-based course. Specifically, all students 
studying the Mathematics Extension 1 course and in addition to the 
Mathematics Advanced course will:
• sit for an HSC examination.
• develop thorough knowledge, understanding and skills in working 

mathematically and in communicating concisely and precisely
• develop rigorous mathematical arguments and proofs, and to use 

mathematical models extensively
• develop their awareness of the interconnected nature of 

mathematics, its beauty and its functionality
• be provided with a basis for progression to further study in 

mathematics or related disciplines and in which mathematics has 
a vital role at a tertiary level

• be provided with an appropriate mathematical background for 
students whose future pathways may involve mathematics and its 
applications in such areas as science, engineering, finance and 
economics.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED
 
The Mathematics Extension 1 Year 11 course content is comprised of 
four Topics, with the Topics divided into Subtopics. The Mathematics 
Extension 1 Year 12 course content includes the Topics:  Trigonometric 
Functions and Calculus continued from Year 11 and introduces three 
different Topics. The Topics and Subtopics are:
Year 11 Course
Topic 1: Functions
• Further Work with Functions
• Polynomials
Topic 2: Trigonometric Functions
• Inverse Trigonometric Functions
• Further Trigonometric Functions
Topic 3: Calculus
• Rates of Change
Topic 4: Combinatorics
• Working with Combinatorics

Year 12 Course
Topic 1: Proof
• Proof by Mathematical Induction
Topic 2: Vectors
• Introduction to Vectors
Topic 3: Trigonometric Functions
• Trigonometric Equations
Topic 4: Calculus
• Further Calculus Skills
• Application of Calculus
Topic 5: Statistical Analysis
• The Binomial Distribution

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY Weighting

Internal Understanding, fluency and 
communication
Problem solving, reasoning and 
justification
The Year 12 formal school-based assessment 
program is to reflect current NESA 
requirements.

50
50

The Mathematics Department will devise an Assessment 
schedule that will enable the students to meet these 
internal formal assessment requirements

100

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 11 COURSE ONLY Weighting

NESA requires the school submits a school-based 
assessment mark for this course for the attainment of a 
RoSA at the end of Year 11 studies

Internal The Year 11 formal school-based assessment 
program is to reflect NESA requirements. 
.

50
50

The Mathematics Department will devise an Assessment 
schedule that will enable the students to meet these 
internal formal assessment requirements

100

All students enrolled in this course must complete the assessment 
programme for both the Mathematics Extension 1 and Mathematics 
Advanced courses.
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MATHEMATICS EXTENSION 2 (YEAR 12 ONLY)

The Mathematics Extension 2 Year 12 course has been developed 
on the assumption that students have studied the content and 
achieved the outcomes of the Mathematics Advanced Year 11 course 
and the Mathematics Extension 1 Year 11 course. The Mathematics 
Extension 2 Year 12 course has also been constructed on the 
assumption that students are concurrently studying the Mathematics 
Advanced course and the Mathematics Extension 1 Year 12 course
1 unit additional to the Extension 1 course, for the Year 12 NESA 
developed Course.

Prerequisites | The syllabus is designed for students with a special 
interest in Mathematics who have shown that they possess special 
and superior aptitude for the subject. This course is only available to 
students on application to and subsequent approval by the Head of 
Mathematics and the Academic Dean.

Exclusions | Students may not study the Mathematics Extension 
2 course in conjunction with the Mathematics Standard 1 or the 
Mathematics Standard 2 course.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Mathematics Extension 2 Year 12 course includes the 
Mathematics Extension 1 Year 12 course and the Mathematics 
Advanced Year 12 course.

All students studying the Mathematics Extension 2 course will:
• sit for an HSC examination.
• develop strong knowledge, understanding and skills in working 

mathematically and in communicating concisely and precisely
• develop strong mathematical manipulative skills and a deep 

understanding of the fundamental ideas of algebra and calculus, 
as well as an awareness of mathematics as an activity with its own 
intrinsic value, involving invention, intuition and exploration

• be provided with opportunities at progressively higher levels 
to acquire knowledge, understanding and skills in relation to 
concepts within areas of mathematics that have applications in an 
increasing number of contexts

• be provided with a basis for progression to further study in 
mathematics or related disciplines and in which mathematics has 
a vital role at tertiary level

• be provided with an appropriate mathematical background for 
students whose future pathways will be founded in mathematics 
and its applications in such areas as science, engineering, finance 
and economics

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

The Mathematics Extension 2 course is comprised of five Topics, 
with the Topics divided into Subtopics. The Topics and Subtopics are:
Topic 1: Proof
• The Nature of Proof
• Further Proof by Mathematical Induction
Topic 2: Vectors
• Further Work with Vectors
Topic 3: Complex Numbers
• Introduction to Complex Numbers
• Using Complex Numbers
Topic 4: Calculus
• Further Integration
Topic 5: Mechanics
• Applications of Calculus to Mechanics

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY Weighting

Internal Understanding, fluency and 
communication
Problem solving, reasoning and 
justification
The Year 12 formal school-based 
assessment program is to reflect current 
NESA requirements. 

The Mathematics Department will devise 
an Assessment schedule that will enable 
the students to meet these internal formal 
assessment requirements.

50
50

100

For Mathematics Extension 2, the internal assessment mark 
submitted to NESA is based on the whole course. The entire content 
of the Mathematics Advanced and Mathematics Extension 1 courses 
is assumed knowledge. 
All students enrolled in this course must complete the assessment 
programme for both the Mathematics Extension 1 and 2 courses.
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HSC

MODERN HISTORY

2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Developed Course

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Modern History enables students to trace the historical background 
of contemporary issues and explore the significance of individuals, 
events and ideas. It equips students with knowledge and 
understanding of the past combined with skills to help them make 
sense of the world around them. The study of Modern History 
engages students in an investigation of the forces that have shaped 
the world based on the analysis and interpretation of sources. It 
offers students the opportunity to investigate individuals and groups’ 
possible motivations and actions and how they have shaped the 
world politically, culturally, economically, and socially. It fosters a 
critical approach to understanding events and issues, providing a firm 
foundation for further study, the world of work, active and informed 
citizenship, and lifelong learning.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Year 11 Course

1. Investigating Modern History: The Decline & Fall of the Romanov 
Dynasty in Russia, and The Meiji Restoration in Japan
2. The Shaping of the Modern World: World War 1
3. An Historical Investigation designed to provide opportunities for 
students to further develop relevant investigative, research and 
presentation skills that are the core of the historical inquiry process.

Year 12 Course

1. Core Study: Power & Authority in the Modern World, 1919-1946 
2. National Study: Russia & the Soviet Union, 1917-1941
3. Peace and Conflict: Conflict in Indochina (including the Vietnam 
War)
4. Change in the Modern World: Civil Rights in the USA 1945-1968
.

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY

External Assessment:
A 3 hour written examination in four parts

Internal Assessment:
The following Assessment components are covered by four 
school-based Assessment tasks:
• Historical Skills and Source Analysis 20%
• Historical inquiry 20%
• Communication of historical understanding 20%
• Knowledge and understanding of course content 40%

MUSIC 1

2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Developed Course

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Trinity’s Music Department offers Music 1 - which gives all students, 
regardless of musical background, the opportunity to develop their 
creative abilities through performance and composition, and to learn 
about and critically evaluate music of the past and present.

The course is an enjoyable and rewarding exploration of a wide range 
of musical styles, allowing each student freedom to choose his areas 
of study and pursue his creative ideas. Apart from helping students 
to develop skills in an area, which they already enjoy as recreation, 
the course may also provide entry into tertiary level Music (or Music 
related) careers and courses, such as contemporary music, music 
production and producing. 

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Year 11 Course
In Year 11 students will study at least three topics from a list of 21. 
These include:  An Instrument and its Repertoire; Australian Music; 
Baroque Music, Jazz; Medieval Music, Methods of Notating Music; 
Music and Religion, Music and the Related Arts; Music for Large 
Ensembles, Music for Radio, Film, Television and Multimedia; Music 
for Small Ensembles; Music in Education; Music of a Culture (Year 11 
Course), Music of a Culture (HSC Course); Music of the 18th Century; 
Music of the 19th Century, Music of the 20th and 21st Centuries; 
Popular Music, Renaissance Music; Rock Music; Technology and its 
Influence on Music; Theatre Music.

Year 12 Course
In Year 12, students choose at least three topics of study from the 
same list of 21 topics. The student’s choice must be different from 
topics studied in Year 11.  Each topic is studied through:

• Performance
• Musicology
• Composition
• Aural

In Year 12 each student is given the opportunity to develop 
his strengths and interests by undertaking elective studies in 
Performance, Composition and/or Musicology.  

Particular Course Requirements 

Year 12 Course | In addition to core studies in performance, 
composition, musicology and aural, students select THREE electives 
from any combination of performance, composition and musicology.  
These electives must represent EACH of the three topics studied in 
the course. 

Students selecting Composition electives will be required to compile 
a portfolio of work as part of the process of preparing a submitted 
work. The portfolio may be requested by NESA to validate authorship 
of the submitted work.

Mandatory Performance component requires students to play an 
instrument and take individual lessons.
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ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY Weighting

External Core Performance (one piece)
1 hour aural exam

Plus Three electives from any combination of:
Performance (one piece)

Composition (and submitted Portfolio)
Musicology (one viva voce)

10
30

20
20
20

100

Internal Core Performance
Core Composition
Core Musicology

Core Aural
Elective 1
Elective 2
Elective 3

10
10
10
25
15
15
15

100

2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Developed Course

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Music 2 course provides advanced Music students with an 
opportunity to develop their musical skills and knowledge to a higher 
level. Although all students must work in the areas of performance, 
composition, musicology (score reading and analysis) and aural 
skills, each has the opportunity to complete an elective in one of 
these areas, according to their interests and strengths.

Music at Trinity in Years 11 and 12 offers an excellent foundation 
for further musical studies at a tertiary level. Apart from a career as 
a performer or teacher there are other career possibilities in which 
knowledge of music is an advantage. These include the recording 
industry, sound technology, work in radio or TV, arts administration, 
instrumental tuning, the repair and making of instruments, the music 
trade, advertising and librarianship.  

Students entering the Music 2 course should have completed Music 
to Year 10 or reached a standard of musicality which satisfies the 
Head of Faculty (Music).  The course is divided into two sections:

Year 11 Course

In Year 11, students study a compulsory topic:  Music 1600 - 1900.  
This topic explores the music of the Baroque, Classical and Romantic 
periods.  In addition to this they must study ONE additional topic: 
These include: Australian Music, Music of a Culture, Medieval Music, 
Renaissance Music, Music 1900-1945 and Music 1945 to Music 25 
years ago.

Year 12 Course

In Year 12, students study a compulsory topic: Music of the Last 25 
Years (Australian Focus).  The focus of this topic is on Australian 
Music and can include a study of popular music and jazz.  In addition 
to this they study ONE additional topic. These include Music of a 
culture, Medieval music, Renaissance music, Baroque music, 
Classical music, 19th century music, Music 1900-1945, Music 1945 
to Music 25 years ago. The student’s choice must be different from 
his choice of additional topic in Year 11.

Each unit in the course is integrated through study in
• Performance
• Musicology
• Composition
• Aural

In the Year 11 and Year 12 courses, students will study the concepts 
of music through learning experiences in performance, composition, 
musicology and aural within the context of a range of styles, 
periods and genres. Students doing the Music 2 course are strongly 
recommended to be having regular instrumental lessons in order to 
better prepare them for this course.

MUSIC 2MUSIC 1 | (CONT)
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HSC

1 unit / 60 hour course NESA Developed Course 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The HSC Music Extension course builds on Music 2 and assumes 
a high level of music literacy and aural ability as well as advanced 
performance or composition or musicology skills. 
Students will specialise in performance or composition or musicology 
and will follow an individual programme of study, which will be 
negotiated, between the teacher and student.

Particular Course Requirements
Students selecting Composition or Musicology as their area of 
specialisation will be required to compile a portfolio of work as part 
of the process of preparing a submitted work. The portfolio may be 
requested by NESA to validate authorship of the submitted work. 

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Students study one Mandatory Topic covering a range of content and 
one Additional Topic in each year of the course. In the Year 11 course 
the Mandatory Topic is Music 1600 – 1900, in the Year 12 course the 
Mandatory Topic is Music of the Last 25 Years (Australian focus).

Particular Course Requirements 
In addition to core studies in performance, composition, musicology 
and aural, students nominate ONE elective study in Performance, 
Composition or Musicology. Students selecting Composition or 
Musicology electives will be required to compile a portfolio of work as 
part of the process of preparing a submitted work. The portfolio may 
be requested by NESA to validate authorship of the submitted work.
All students will be required to develop a composition portfolio for the 
core composition.

Year 12 Music Extension | Students must study the Music 2 Course 
if they wish to study Music Extension.

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY Weighting

External Core Performance 
(one piece reflecting the mandatory topic)

Sight singing
Core composition (reflecting mandatory topic)

Musicology/Aural Skills Paper (1.5 hr)
One Elective - reflecting: Additional 

Topic, Performance (2 pieces), Submitted  
composition or Submitted essay

15 

5
15
35 

30

100

Internal Performance
Composition
Musicology

Aural

25
25
25
25

100

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY Weighting

External Performance (50)
Three contrasting pieces 

one of which must be an ensemble
Ensemble

Solo 1
Solo 2 

OR
Composition (50)

Two original compositions (submitted to NESA)
Piece 1
Piece 2 

OR
Musicology (50)

One extended essay (submitted to NESA)

 

20
15
15

25
25

50

50

Internal Performance (50)
Three assessment tasks

Task 1
Task 2
Task 3

OR
Composition (50)

Three assessment tasks
Task 1
Task 2
Task 3

OR
Musicology (50)

Two assessment tasks
Task 1
Task 2
Task 3

15
15
20

15
15
20

15
15
20

50

MUSIC EXTENSION | YEAR 12 ONLYMUSIC 2 | (CONT)
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT, 
HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION

PHYSICS

2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Developed Course 2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Developed Course
The Physics Syllabus includes the content of the Australian 
curriculum and supports students wishing to pursue post-school 
study in Physics. 
It is recommended that students choosing to study HSC Chemistry/
Physics are taking HSC Mathematics of Advanced level or above.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Physics Stage 6 Syllabus, which covers Year 11 and Year 12, 
involves the study of matter and its motion through space and time, 
along with related concepts that include energy and force. Physics 
deals with the study of phenomena on scales of space and time 
– from nuclear particles and their interactions up to the size and 
age of the universe. This allows students to better understand the 
physical world and how it works, appreciate the uniqueness of the 
universe, and participate in navigating and influencing the future.  
The problem-solving nature of physics further develops students’ 
skills by focusing on the exploration of models and the analysis 
of theories and laws, which promotes an understanding of the 
connectedness of seemingly dissimilar phenomena.

Students who study physics are encouraged to use observations 
to develop quantitative models of real world problems and derive 
relationships between variables. They are required to engage in 
solving equations based on these models, make predictions, and 
analyse the interconnectedness of physical entities.  The Physics 
course helps them develop a greater understanding of physics as 
a foundation for undertaking post-school studies in a wide range 
of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
fields. A knowledge and understanding of physics often provides the 
unifying link between interdisciplinary studies.  The study of physics 
provides the foundation knowledge and skills required to support 
participation in a range of careers. It is a discipline that utilises 
innovative and creative thinking to address new challenges, such as 
sustainability, energy efficiency and the creation of new materials.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Year 11 Course 
• Kinematics 
• Dynamics 
• Waves and Thermodynamics 
• Electricity and Magnetism 

Year 12 Course  
• Advanced Mechanics
• Electromagnetism 
• The Nature of Light
• From the Universe to the Atom

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Year 11 course examines a range of areas that underpin health 
and physical activity. This includes how people think about health 
and physical activity, the management of personal health and the 
basis for how the body moves. Students have the opportunity to 
select from a range of options in areas such as first aid, outdoor 
recreation, composing and performing and fitness choices.
In the Year 12 course students focus on major issues related to 
Australia’s health status. They also look at factors that affect physical 
performance. They undertake optional study from a range of choices. 
This includes investigating the health of young people or of groups 
experiencing health inequities. In other options students focus on 
improved performance and safe participation by learning about 
advanced approaches to training or sports medicine concepts. There 
is also an opportunity to think critically about the factors that impact 
on sport and physical activity in Australian society.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Year 11 Course
Core Topics (60%)
• Better Health for Individuals (30%)
• The Body in Motion (30%)

Optional Components (40%)
Students to select two options each from
• First Aid (20%)
• Composition and Performance (20%)
• Fitness Choices (20%)
• Outdoor Recreation (20%)

Year 12 Course
Core Topics (60%)
• Health Priorities in Australia (30%)
• Factors Affecting Performance (30%)

Optional Component (40%)
Students to select two options each from 
• The Health of Young People (20%)
• Sport and Physical Activity in Australian Society (20%)
• Sports Medicine (20%)
• Improving Performance (20%)
• Equity and Health (20%)

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY Weighting

External A three hour written paper 100

100

Internal 
Core

Options
60
40

100
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HSC

PHYSICS (CONT) SCIENCE EXTENSION | YEAR 12 ONLY

Particular Course Requirements
Students considering selecting Stage 6 Physics as one of their 
subjects for the HSC are strongly advised to consult the Stage 
6 Physics syllabus and associated Assessment and Reporting 
documents (available on the NESA website) for more detailed 
information to complement that found in this Course Guide.
Scientific investigations in the Year 11 course include both practical 
investigations and secondary-sourced investigations.  Practical 
investigations are an essential part of the Stage 6 course and must 
occupy a minimum of 35 hours of course time in each of Year 11 and 
Year 12, including time allocated to practical investigations in Depth 
Studies.

Assessment – Year 11 and Year 12 Courses
The mandatory assessment requirements for Year 11 and Year 12 
are as follows:

YEAR 11

Number of Tasks
Skills in working scientifically
Knowledge and Understanding of 
course content

3
60%
40%

YEAR 12

Number of Tasks
Skills in working scientifically
Knowledge and Understanding of 
course content

4 (max)
60%
40%

Depth Study requirements (mandatory) – BOTH Year 11 and 
Year 12:
• one task must focus on a Depth Study or an aspect of a Depth 

Study with a weighting of 20–40%
• A minimum of 15 hours of in-class time (both Year 11 and Year 12)
• the Depth Study task must assess:

• the Working Scientifically skills outcomes:
 Æ Questioning and Predicting
 Æ Communicating

• a minimum of two additional Working Scientifically skills 
outcomes

• at least one Knowledge and Understanding outcome

External Assessment
• 3 hour written examination covering all syllabus outcomes

The Science Extension Stage 6 Syllabus is a one unit course 
which is taken in addition to the 2 unit Biology, Chemistry, Earth & 
Environmental Science or Physics courses, up to a maximum of 
7 Science units in Year 12 only.  The Science Extension Stage 6 
subject is multi-disciplinary and not restricted to just a single scientific 
discipline.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Science Extension Stage 6 Syllabus, which is only available 
in Year 12, focuses on the nature, development and processes of 
science.  The course requires students to engage with complex 
concepts and theories and to critically evaluate new ideas, 
discoveries and contemporary scientific research. Students are 
challenged to examine a scientific research question influenced by 
their study of one or more of the scientific disciplines.  In doing this, 
students extend their knowledge of the discipline(s), conduct further 
analysis and authentic scientific investigations, and uniquely for this 
course, produce a detailed scientific research report that reflects the 
standards generally required for publication in a scientific journal.
Through designing and conducting their own scientific research, 
initially using small datasets, students deepen and build upon 
their understanding of analysing and interpreting data.  They 
are provided with opportunities to refine and extend their skills of 
Working Scientifically by applying these interrelated processes to 
contemporary authentic scientific research reflecting the skills used 
by practising research scientists.  Students gather, examine, model 
and critically assess evidence that is informed by analysis of primary 
and secondary-sourced data and examining this data in relation to 
relevant publicly available data sets.
Students interrogate and refine their ideas of and about science 
through analysing historic and cultural observations and significant 
scientific research within the relevant ethical frameworks and 
philosophical arguments of the time.
Science Extension is designed for students with an interest in 
scientific research.  The course lays a foundation for students 
planning to pursue further study in Science, Technology, Engineering 
or Mathematics (STEM) based courses offered at the tertiary level, 
and to engage in new and emerging industries.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Year 12 Course
• The Foundations of Scientific Thinking
• The Scientific Research Proposal
• The Data, Evidence and Decisions
• The Scientific Research Report
Particular Course Requirements
Students must propose and develop a research question, formulate 
a hypothesis and develop evidence-based responses in the form 
of a Scientific Research Report, which is supported by a Scientific 
Research Portfolio developed by the student throughout the course.    
Students develop a response to a scientific research question that 
requires the analysis of data from one, or a combination of, the 
disciplines of Science.
The 4 modules (listed above) will provide a framework for students 
to move through the following phases toward the completion of the 
mandatory Scientific Research Portfolio and the final mandatory 
Scientific Research Report:
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SCIENCE EXTENSION | (CONT)

2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Developed Course

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The focus of this course is the development of computer-based 
solutions that require the design of computer software.  The syllabus 
focuses on the creativity, knowledge, values and communication 
skills required to develop computer programs.  Students are provided 
with a systematic approach to problem solving and an opportunity 
to be creative in program design.  Different approaches that can be 
taken to develop software are investigated and students are given the 
opportunity to apply their understanding in practical situations.  It also 
gives students an understanding of how hardware and software are 
interrelated and need each other to function.  The course culminates 
with an individual project where students interpret a given scenario 
where they learn to build software applications using both original 
script and libraries of reusable code.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED

Year 11 Course
Concepts and issues in the design and development of software
• Social and ethical issues
• Hardware and software
• Software development approaches
Introduction to software development
• Planning
• Building
• Checking
• Modifying
Developing software solutions - featuring a 5 week Software 
Development Project
Year 12 Course
Development and impact of software solutions
• Social and ethical issues
• Application of software development approaches
Software Development Cycle
• Understanding
• Planning and designing
• Implementation
• Testing and evaluation
• Maintenance
• Developing a solution package - featuring a semester long 

Software Development Project
• Project work
Option strand - The Interrelationship between Software & Hardware 
Particular Course Requirements
Practical experience should occupy a minimum of 20% of the Year 
11 course, and a minimum of 25% of the Year 12 course. Students 
who have had previous exposure to algorithms and/or programming 
have a distinct advantage in this course. If a student has had no such 
exposure, they would need good analytical / problem solving skills to 
cope, particularly with the Software Development Projects.

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY Weighting

External A three hour written paper 100

100

Internal 
Core

Options
80
20

100

SOFTWARE DESIGN AND
DEVELOPMENT

• Establish an area for scientific research
• Formulate the hypothesis for research
• Find or generate the data
• Apply methodologies to analyse the data
• Develop the Scientific Research Report and respond to the 

hypothesis
The Scientific Research Portfolio supports and guides the 
development of the Scientific Research Report.  It provides a record 
of the processes and documents the information gathered, the 
analysis of data and the development of the report.
The portfolio is an active, working, purpose-built set of documents 
that facilitates organisation and ensures that students reflect on 
their work and maintain information and records of their actions 
and findings.  It is used to evidence students’ original work and 
maintain records of teacher feedback, comments and observations.  
The portfolio also provides evidence for the acknowledgment of 
secondary-sourced information used and clarifies the scientific 
research methodology, leading to a logical evidence-based Scientific 
Research Report.  The portfolio may be maintained in digital format.  
A scientific research report or paper (approximately 2500–3000 
words) has a formal structure.  Regardless of the scientific discipline 
the report is prepared in a way that can be clearly interpreted by 
academics or other scientists.
The Scientific Research Report is a result of the student’s own work 
and must adhere to the principles and practices of good scholarship, 
as identified in the HSC: All My Own Work course.  While students 
may collaborate with and draw upon the expertise, knowledge and 
data held by others in developing their Scientific Research Report 
and Portfolio, this assistance must be referenced using accepted 
protocols.  All scientific research must be sensitive to community 
expectations in relation to the question being interrogated.  Students 
must adhere to ethical practices in the collection and analysis of data 
and the communication of results.

Assessment – Year 11 and Year 12 Courses
The mandatory assessment requirements for Year 11 and Year 12 
are as follows:

YEAR 12

Number of Tasks  
Min. Task Weighting (%)
Max. Task Weighting (%)
Requirements

3 (max)
20%
40%
Task 1 must assess the skills developed in 
Section 1 of the Scientific Research Portfolio
Task 2 must assess the skills developed in 
Section 2 of the Scientific Research Portfolio
Task 3 must assess the Scientific Research 
Report with a weighting of 40%
Tasks 1 and 2 must not assess individual 
sections of the Scientific Research Report, in 
draft or final versions
Only one (1) Task may be a formal written 
examination with a maximum weighting of 
30%

Total weightings across all Tasks:
• Communicating scientifically – 30%
• Gathering, recording, analysing and evaluating data – 30%
• Application of scientific research skills - 40%
External Assessment
• A written examination covering all syllabus outcomes (length to be 

advised by NESA)
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STUDIES OF RELIGION 1

Compressed 1 Unit HSC course (studying both the Year 11 1 Unit 
Course and the HSC 1 Unit Course in Year 11).

The Studies of Religion 1 course compresses both the Year 11 and 
HSC requirements into Year 11, culminating in the HSC examination 
in the same calendar year. Therefore, students will complete one unit 
of their HSC units of study at the end of Year 11, which alleviates 
some of the pressures of Year 12 by providing further opportunities 
for self-directed learning during the gained study periods in Year 12.
The Studies of Religion 1 course promotes an understanding and 
critical awareness of the nature and significance of religion and the 
influence of belief systems and religious traditions on individuals and 
society.

Students will study belief systems and traditions within Australia and 
the broader global context. Students will gain skills in gathering, 
analysing, synthesising and evaluating information and research 
about different religions and communicating the insights, ideas, 
and issues gained. Students will learn to appreciate the ethical and 
social behaviours arising from acceptance of religious diversity and 
recognise and understand the need for fairness, justice and equality 
in society.

The course investigates the significance of the role of religion and 
belief systems in society and, in particular, within Australia. It focuses 
on religious expression in Australia and explores religion’s place 
within the global community.

The Year 11 course will begin with a study of the Nature of Religion 
and Beliefs as a direct response to the human search for meaning in 
life. Following this, students will engage in introductory depth studies 
of Islam and Christianity, two of the religions with the world’s most 
adherents. In the HSC course, students will study Religion and Belief 
Systems in Australia post-1945, followed by depth studies of Islam 
and Christianity. Each depth study focuses on significant individuals 
and schools of thought, ethical teachings and important practices 
within the faith tradition.

ASSESSMENT

External A 90-minute written examination in three parts 

Internal School-based Assessment tasks cover the following 
Assessment components:

Assessment tasks:
Religious inquiry 20%

Communication of religious understanding 20%
Knowledge and understanding of course content 60%

VISUAL ARTS

2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12 NESA Developed Course

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Visual Arts involves students in the practices of artmaking, art criticism 
and art history.  Students develop their own artworks culminating in a 
‘body of work’ in the Year 12 course that reflects students’ knowledge 
and understanding about art practice and which demonstrates their 
ability to resolve a conceptually strong work.  Students critically 
investigate works, critics, historians and artists from Australia as well 
as those from other cultures, traditions and times.
The Year 11 course is broad, while the Year 12 course provides for 
deeper, increasingly more independent investigations. The course 
builds on Visual Arts, Visual Design and Photography and Digital 
Media courses in Stages 4 and 5, but also caters for students with 
more limited experience in Visual Arts.  Projects developed for 
assessment in one subject are not to be used either in full or in part 
for assessment in any other subject. 

Trinity is fortunate to have the Delmar Gallery and this close proximity 
allows us to engage a number of artists in residency programs 
throughout each year, including special artist talks and workshops 
at the gallery itself. Students are encouraged to develop a broad 
knowledge of contemporary art.

MAIN TOPICS COVERED
Year 11 Course learning opportunities focus on:
• The nature of practice in artmaking, art criticism and art history 

through different investigations
• The role and function of artists’ artwork, the world and audiences 

in the artworld
• The frames and how students might develop their own informed 

points of view
• How students may develop meaning and focus and interest in their 

work
• Building understandings over time through various investigations 

and working in different forms.
Year 12 Course learning opportunities focus on:
• How students may develop their own informed points of view in 

increasingly more independent ways using the frames
• How students may develop their own practice of artmaking, art 

criticism, and art history applied to selected areas of interest
• How students may learn about the relationships between artist, 

artwork, world, audience within the artworld
• How students may further develop meaning and focus in their 

work.
Particular Course Requirements
Year 11 Course
• artworks in at least 2 forms and use of a process diary 
• a broad investigation of ideas in art criticism and art history 
Year 12 Course
• development of a body of work and use of a process diary 
• a minimum of 5 Case Studies (4–10 hours each) 
• deeper and more complex investigations of ideas in art criticism 

and art history.

ASSESSMENT: YEAR 12 COURSE ONLY Weighting

External A written paper
Submission of a body of work 

50
50

100

Internal Development of the body of work
Art criticism and art history

50
50

100

HSC
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INTERNATIONAL 
BACCALAUREATE

DIPLOMA
INFORMATION AND
COURSE SUMMARIES

MISSION STATEMENT

IB DIPLOMA LEARNER PROFILE

The International Baccalaureate Organisation aims to develop 
inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to 
create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural 
understanding and respect.
To this end, the IBO works with schools, governments and 
international organisations to develop challenging programmes 
of international education and rigorous assessment.
These programmes encourage students across the world 
to become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who 
understand that other people, with their differences, can also 
be right.

INQUIRERS
Their natural curiosity is nurtured.  They acquire the skills 
necessary to conduct constructive inquiry and research, and 
become independent active learners.  They actively enjoy 
learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout 
their lives.

KNOWLEDGEABLE
They explore concepts, ideas and issues which have global 
relevance and importance.  In so doing, they acquire, and are 
able to make use of, a significant body of knowledge across a 
wide range of disciplines.

CRITICAL THINKERS
They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and 
creatively to approach complex problems and make reasoned 
decisions.

COMMUNICATORS
They understand and express ideas and information confidently 
and creatively in more than one language and a variety of 
modes of communication.

RISK-TAKERS
They approach unfamiliar situations with confidence and 
forethought, and have the independence of spirit to explore 
new roles, idea and strategies.  They are courageous and 
articulate in defending those things in which they believe.

PRINCIPLED
They have a sound grasp of the principles of moral reasoning.  
They have integrity, honesty, a sense of fairness and justice 
and respect for the dignity of the individual.

CARING
They show empathy, compassion and respect towards 
the needs and feelings of others.  They have a personal 
commitment to action and service to make a positive difference 
to the environment and to the lives of others.

OPEN-MINDED
Through an understanding and appreciation of their own 
culture, they are open to the perspectives, values and 
traditions of other individuals and cultures and are accustomed 
to seeking and considering a range of points of view.

WELL-BALANCED
They understand the importance of physical and mental 
balance and personal well-being for themselves and others.  
They demonstrate perseverance and self-discipline.

REFLECTIVE
They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and 
personal development.  They are able to analyse their strengths 
and weaknesses in a constructive manner.
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CHOICE OF SUBJECTS

The International Baccalaureate is a course designed for students 
seeking university entry either in Australia or overseas.  The following 
information will assist in deciding if the IB Diploma is a suitable choice 
for your son.  The IB Diploma is a process of education that is ideally 
adapted to university life here in Australia and overseas:
• the Extended Essay requires your son to work with a supervisor 

over some six months in the area of his interest and particular 
strengths. 

• the Theory of Knowledge offers your son the opportunity to reflect 
critically on all of his subjects, and the knowledge base upon which 
they are built, engendering a cross-disciplinary perspective, and 
lateral thinking, much coveted by universities - it is an intellectually 
challenging and stimulating course;

• the Group 4 Project provides your son with the opportunity to 
plan and engage in an activity of his own choosing, which brings 
together the three great Sciences of Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics, Design Technology and Sports, Exercise and Health 
Science. 

• the requirement of three subjects at Higher Level means that 
your son is being extended in a way that prepares him well for 
the demands of university curriculum.  Indeed, some subjects 
offered at HL may, and often do, attract added advantages such 
as Advanced Standing  for those achieving 6 or 7 in an HL subject. 

• The curriculum encourages independent thinking and establishes 
a sound methodology that will stand your son in good stead when 
he faces the demands of University life. The IB Diploma offers 
a curriculum that has been tested and proved and developed 
over thirty years. Every five years each subject offered by the 
IB Diploma comes up for a three year review by highly qualified 
educators, ensuring that the highest standards are maintained, 
and that those subjects offered keep abreast with university 
entrance requirements;

• the expectation of a language means that your son is equipped 
to confront a global society, and may help him meet pre-requisites 
demanded by some subjects at Honours level. At Trinity we offer 
French SL/HL, German SL/HL, Latin SL/HL, and Mandarin SL/
HL.  For those who have not studied a language, ab initio French, 
German (and, subject to demand, ab initio Mandarin and/or ab 
initio Japanese) will be offered. 

IS YOUR SON SUITED TO THE IB?

While the IB Diploma undoubtedly and admirably suits the high 
achiever, extending him to the limits of his ability, it also suits the 
hard-working student who is an “all rounder” aspiring to tertiary study 
and is looking for a course that will challenge him.  

Enthusiasm for the Diploma will always be tempered by what is 
best for your son. Do not hesitate on Course Selection night to seek 
advice. It will be readily and impartially given.

Whichever choice you make, staff who teach both the HSC and the 
IB Diploma will advise you.  As a mark of the School’s commitment to 
the Diploma, IBD classes will be run separately, and by staff who are 
well qualified and whose qualifications have been scrutinised by the 
International Baccalaureate Organisation. Staff must participate in the 
Workshops and Conferences run by the International Baccalaureate 
Organisation to be credentialled to teach IBD courses.

1.1 THE IB DIPLOMA
The International Baccalaureate Diploma is a two-year, pre-university 
certificate for Senior College students, designed and administered 
by the International Baccalaureate Office in Geneva; and examined 
by an International Body of Curriculum and Assessment (IBCA), 
representing many countries and cultural traditions, and located in 
Cardiff, Wales. Administration for the Asia-Pacific region, of which 

Trinity is a member school, is carried out in Singapore.
It is characterised by
• the attention which it gives to international awareness
• its academic breadth, depth and rigour which is recognised for 

university entry world-wide
• its attention to developing socially responsible citizens of the world.

1.2 THE IB DIPLOMA IS FOR EVERYONE
Any student who aspires to tertiary study at university in Australia or 
overseas and is interested in a senior certificate which is international 
in curriculum content, recognised by universities around the world 
for its combination of in-depth academic study, and activities which 
encourage a sense of adventure and social responsibility, is well-
suited to the IB Diploma.  The IBD caters for a great range of student 
needs and talents and fosters an intrinsic interest in learning in a 
breadth of areas.

1.3 WORLD-WIDE CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND 
UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE WITH THE IB
The IB Diploma provides an alternative method of achieving tertiary 
entrance that is highly regarded by universities in Australia and 
around the world. The IB Diploma gives direct access to the most 
prestigious universities, and is similar in depth and scope to British ‘A’ 
Levels, the French Baccalaureate and the US Advanced Placement 
programme.  Since 1969, universities in over one hundred and thirty 
countries have accepted the IB Diploma.  The IBD results translate 
into ATAR rankings, and are automatically sent to every Australian 
and overseas university of the student’s choice in January each year.  
The IB Diploma graduate is held in very high esteem by universities.

1.4 CHANGING SUBJECT SELECTIONS
Due to the fact that IBD course content is taught over the two year 
period it will not be possible for students to change subjects after 
Week 3 Term 1 of Year 11.  Students are therefore reminded to 
choose their subjects carefully and to seek advice from Heads of 
Faculties, The Careers and Pathways Advisor, their Housemaster, 
the Director of Curriculum, the Academic Dean or the Head of Senior 
School, to assist them in choosing their programme of study.

The IB Diploma programme
• complements Trinity’s goals and purpose;
• complements all elements of Trinity’s traditional curricular, co-

curricular and Community Service practice;
• provides an internationally recognised curriculum and examination.

BACKGROUND TO THE IB 
DIPLOMA
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The IB Curriculum Choices
The IB curriculum comprises six groups and students must choose 
one subject from each of these. Subject to demand and availability, 
Trinity will offer subjects from the following six groups:

Group 1 | Language A Literature and Performance SL
Language and Literature SL & HL
English Literature SL & HL

Group 2 | Language B French ab initio
French SL & HL
German SL & HL
German ab initio
Latin SL & HL
Mandarin SL & HL
Mandarin ab initio
Japanese ab initio

Group 3 | Individuals & 
Society

Economics SL & HL 
Geography SL & HL
History SL & HL  
Business Management SL & HL
Information Technology in a Global Society 
(ITGS) SL & HL

Group 4 | 
Experimental 
Sciences

Biology SL & HL
Design Technology SL & HL
Physics SL & HL
Sports, Exercise & Health Science SL & HL
Chemistry SL & HL

Group 5 | Mathematics Analysis & Approaches SL & HL
Applications & Interpretations SL & HL

Group 6 | The Arts * Film SL & HL
Music SL & HL
Theatre SL & HL
Visual Arts SL & HL

A subject will only run if there are sufficient students choosing it to 
form a viable class. Students will be advised if they need to alter their 
initial subject choice.
* The School usually offers a small number of subjects from Groups 3 
- 5 as additional choices in Group 6, according to IB rules.  Generally 
Chemistry, Business Management and Economics are also offered 
in Group 6.

FACTORS TO CONSIDER IN 
CHOOSING SUBJECTS

2.1 MEETING THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE IB

Structure of the Diploma: the programme consists of
• a study of six subjects, the curriculum content of which has strong 

international emphasis:  a compulsory study of the student’s native 
language (Language A1) as well as a foreign language (Language 
B or an ab initio language), a mathematics, a science/technology, 
and a humanities requirement as well as a choice from a sixth area 
which offers Visual Arts, Film, Theatre and Music. In this sixth area, 
Trinity also makes provision for students to choose an alternative 
from selected courses in Science / Languages / Humanities. The 
specific courses from which students may select are included in 
the Group 6 courses/Languages areas.

• three subjects studied at Higher level and the remaining three 
studied at Standard level. The six subjects are taken for the 
duration of the two-year period. They are assessed both externally 
and internally; the external examinations take place in November 
of the second year.

In addition all students undertake
• an Extended Essay which is a 4000 word essay designed to 

introduce them to the rigours of personal research
• compulsory participation in a range of physical, artistic and 

aesthetic activities, most of  which are covered by Trinity co-
curricular requirements.

• a stipulated community service requirement
• a Theory of Knowledge course which helps them to explore the 

nature of knowledge and which is, in essence, an introduction to 
philosophy.
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Creativity, Activity and Service - (CAS) 
To be eligible for the IB Diploma, students must complete a CAS 
Portfolio.

Creativity | This will involve a wide choice of creativity activities 
including the Performing and Visual Arts, debating and public 
speaking. Students may be involved in individual or group activities 
offered by the Music, Visual Arts and Drama Faculties.

Activity | An extensive range of physical activities including all the 
competitive sports, non-competitive sports and outdoor education 
programmes.

Service | Students must undertake a service with the prime purpose 
of benefiting the community in some way. By providing service for 
others in the community, particularly those who are disadvantaged, 
the qualities of mutual tolerance, understanding and sympathy can 
be developed.

Theory of Knowledge (TOK)
Theory of Knowledge is central to the International Baccalaureate 
Diploma programme. It is a matrix in which the distinct forms of 
knowledge specific to the subjects, which comprise the IB curriculum, 
can be evaluated critically, compared, contrasted and integrated.

Extended Essay (EE)
The Extended Essay is an in-depth study (4000 words) of a focused 
topic within a subject. It provides students with an opportunity to 
engage in independent research at an introductory level in either one 
of their six subjects or in any subject offered by the IB.

2.2 ASSESSMENT
The bulk of assessment in all subjects is carried out by external 
assessment. Consistency of standards in internal assessment is 
achieved through carefully defined grade descriptors and appropriate 
moderation strategies.

GRADING SCALE |  Each subject is graded on the following scale

Grade 1 Very Poor Grade 5 Good

Grade 2 Poor Grade 6 Very good

Grade 3 Mediocre Grade 7 Excellent

Grade 4 Satisfactory

Up to an additional three bonus points may be earned from 
the Extended Essay and Theory of Knowledge. A candidate’s 
performance in each will fall into one of five bands.  

Grade A Work of an excellent standard
Grade B Work of a good standard
Grade C Work of a satisfactory standard
Grade D Work of a mediocre standard
Grade E Work of a poor standard (Failing Condition)
The total number of bonus points awarded will be determined 
according to the following matrix:

Ex
te

nd
ed

 E
ss

ay

Theory of Knowledge

A B C D E
A +3 +3 +2 +2 F

B +3 +2 +2 +1 F
C +2 +2 +1 0 F
D +2 +1 0 0 F
E F F F F F

A narrow approach to examinations is avoided by giving schools 
freedom to interpret the syllabuses in an individual style. Schools are 
permitted to use a wide variety of assessment techniques, including:
• written examinations:  multiple choice, short answer and 

extended response papers will be used where appropriate;
• oral examinations, using digital recordings;
• major assignments, such as the World Literature component 

of Language A and Guided Course work in History;  Portfolios /
Explorations in Mathematics;

• teacher assessment of clearly defined aspects of class work 
such as practical work and reports in Sciences.

2.3 AWARD OF THE DIPLOMA

2.3.1  All assessment components for each of the six subjects and 
the additional IB Diploma requirements must be completed in order 
to qualify for the award of the IB Diploma.  The IB Diploma will be 
awarded to a candidate provided that all the following requirements 
have been met:
• CAS requirements have been met.
• The candidate’s total points are 24 or more.
• There is no ‘N’ awarded for theory of knowledge, the extended 

essay or for a contributing subject.
• There is no grade E awarded for theory of knowledge and/or the 

extended essay.
• There is no grade 1 awarded in a subject/level.
• There are no more than two grade 2s awarded (HL or SL).
• There are no more than three grade 3s or below awarded (HL or 

SL).
• The candidate has gained 12 points or more on HL subjects (for 

candidates who register for four HL subjects, the three highest 
grades count).

• The candidate has gained 9 points or more on SL subjects 
(candidates who register for two SL subjects must gain at least 
5 points at SL).

2.3.2 A maximum of three examination sessions is allowed in which 
to satisfy the requirements for the award of the IB Diploma. The 
examination sessions need not be consecutive.

2.4 STARTING A SECOND LANGUAGE
Students who have not studied a second language in Years 9 and 
10 should not be discouraged from undertaking the IB Diploma.  
However, students should have had a successful, enjoyable and 
positive language learning experience in Years 7 and 8 if they intend 
to do a language at ab initio level.  
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GROUP 1

LANGUAGE A

GROUP 1 - GENERAL SUMMARY

The language programme on offer in Group 1 can be defined 
as:

Language A: Literature

Students will focus exclusively on literary texts, adopting a 
variety of approaches to textual criticism. Students explore 
the nature of literature, the aesthetic function of literary 
language and textuality, and the relationship between 
literature and the world.

Language A: Language and Literature

In this course, students will study a wide range of literary 
and non-literary texts in a variety of media. By examining 
communicative acts across literary form and textual type 
alongside appropriate secondary readings, students will 
investigate the nature of language itself and the ways in 
which it shapes and is influenced by identity and culture. 
Approaches to study in the course are meant to be wide-
ranging and can include literary theory, sociolinguistics, 
media studies and critical discourse analysis among others.

Language A: Literature and Performance

Students will study essential elements of literature and 
performance and explore their dynamic relationship. In 
the course, students will synthesize conventional literary 
analysis with the practical, aesthetic and symbolic elements 
of performance.

Studies in Language A in the Diploma Programme

All three courses in studies in language and literature are 
designed for students from a wide variety of linguistic and 
cultural backgrounds who have experience of using the 
language of the course in an educational context. The 
focus of the study developed in each of the subjects varies 
depending on the subject’s individual characteristics.

GROUP 1 | OPTIONS 

LITERATURE

COURSE AIMS

The aims of all subjects in studies in Literature are to enable students 
to:
• engage with a range of texts, in a variety of media and forms, from 

different periods, styles and cultures.
• develop skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing, 

presenting and performing.
• develop skills in interpretation, analysis and evaluation.
• develop sensitivity to the formal and aesthetic qualities of texts 

and an appreciation of how they contribute to diverse responses 
and open up multiple meanings.

• develop an understanding of relationships between texts and a 
variety of perspectives, cultural contexts, and local and global 
issues, and an appreciation of how they contribute to diverse 
responses and open up multiple meanings.

• develop an understanding of the relationships between studies in 
language and literature and other disciplines.

• communicate and collaborate in a confident and creative way.
• foster a lifelong interest in and enjoyment of language and 

literature.

Syllabus Outline

Readers, writers and texts
Works are chosen from a variety of literary forms. The study of the 
works could focus on the relationships between literary texts, readers 
and writers as well as the nature of literature and its study. This 
study includes the investigation of the response of readers and the 
ways in which literary texts generate meaning. The focus is on the 
development of personal and critical responses to the particulars of 
literary texts.

Time and Space
Words are chosen to reflect a range of historical and/or cultural 
perspectives. Their study focuses on the contexts of literary texts 
and the variety of ways literary texts might both reflect and shape 
society at large. The focus is on the consideration of personal and 
cultural perspectives, the development of broader perspectives, and 
an awareness of the ways in which context is tied to meaning.

Intertextuality: Connecting Texts
Words are chosen so as to provide students with an opportunity 
to extend their study and make fruitful comparisons. Their study 
focuses on intertextual relationships between literary texts with 
possibilities to explore various topics, thematic concerns, generic 
conventions, literary forms or literary traditions that have been 
introduced throughout the course. The focus is on the development 
of critical response grounded in an understanding of the complex 
relationships among literary texts.
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What students will learn in the Language A: Literature Course

In the language A: literature course, students will learn about the 
various manifestations of literature as a powerful mode of writing 
across cultures and throughout history. They will explore and develop 
an understanding of factors that contribute to the production and 
reception of literature, such as: 
• the creativity of writers and readers
• the nature of the interaction with the writers’ and readers’ 

respective contexts and with literary tradition 
• the ways in which language can give rise to meaning and/or effect
• the performative and transformative potential of literary creation 

and response.

Through close analysis of literary texts in a number of forms and 
from different times and places, students will consider their own 
interpretations, as well as the critical perspectives of others. In turn, 
this will encourage the exploration of how viewpoints are shaped 
by cultural belief systems and how meanings are negotiated within 
them. 

Students will be involved in processes of critical response and 
creative production, which will help shape their awareness of 
how texts work to influence the reader and how readers open up 
the possibilities of texts. With its focus on literature, this course is 
particularly concerned with developing sensitivity to aesthetic uses 
of language and empowering students to consider the ways in which 
literature represents and constructs the world and social and cultural 
identities.

SL Students must study at least 9 works of which:
• a minimum of four must be written originally in the language 

studied, by authors on the Prescribed reading list 
• a minimum of three must be works in translation written by authors 

on the Prescribed reading list. Two can be chosen freely from the 
Prescribed reading list or elsewhere and may be in translation. 

There must be a minimum of two works studied for each area of 
exploration. Works must be selected to cover three literary forms, 
three periods and three countries or regions (as defined on the 
Prescribed reading list) in at least two continents. 

HL Students must study at least 13 works of which:
• a minimum of five must be written originally in the language 

studied, by authors on the Prescribed reading list
• a minimum of four must be works in translation written by authors 

on the Prescribed reading list 
• four can be chosen freely—from the Prescribed reading list or 

elsewhere—and may be in translation. 

There must be a minimum of three works for each area of exploration. 
Works must be selected to cover the four literary forms, three periods 
and four countries or regions as defined on the Prescribed reading 
list in at least two continents.

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE SL %

External Paper 1 | Guided literary analysis | 1 hr 15 mins
This paper consists of two passages from two 
different text types, each accompanied by a 

question. Students choose one passage and write an 
analysis of it.(20 marks)

Paper 2 | Comparative Essay | 1 hr 45 mins 
The paper consists of four general questions. 
In response to one question students write a 

comparative essay based on two works studied in the 
course (30 marks)

35
 
 

35
 

External assessment (3 hours) 70

Internal Internal assessment
This component consists of an individual oral which 
is internally assessed by  the teacher and externally 

moderated by the IB at the end of the course.
Individual oral (15 minutes)

Supported by an extract from one work written 
originally in the language studied and one from a work 

studied in translation, students will offer a prepared 
response of 10 minutes, followed by 5 minutes of 
questions by the teacher, to the following prompt:

  Examine the ways in which the global issue of your 
choice is presented through the content and form of 

two of the works that you have studied (40 marks)

30

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE HL %

External Paper 1 | Guided literary analysis | 2 hrs 15 mins
This paper consists of two unseen literary passages, 

from different text types, each accompanied by a 
question. Students write an analysis of each of the 

passages. (40 marks)
Paper 2 | Comparative Essay | 1 hr 45 mins 

The paper consists of four general questions. In 
response to one question students write a comparative 

essay based on two works studied in the course (30 
marks)

HL Essay
Students submit an essay on one literary text or work 
studied during the course (20 marks) The essay must 

be 1,200-1,500 words in length

35
 
 

25

20
 

External assessment (4 hours) 80

Internal Internal assessment
This component consists of an individual oral which 
is internally assessed by  the teacher and externally 

moderated by the IB at the end of the course.
Individual oral (15 minutes)

Supported by an extract from one work wirtten originally 
in the language studied and one from a work studied in 

translation, students will offer a prepared response of 
10 minutes, followed by 5 minutes of questions by the 

teacher, to the following prompt:
  Examine the ways in which the global issue of your 

choice is presented through the content and form of two 
of the works that you have studied (40 marks)

20

LITERATURE (CONT)
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COURSE AIMS

The aims of all subjects in studies in Language and Literature are to 
enable students to:
• engage with a range of texts, in a variety of media and forms, from 

different periods, styles and cultures.
• develop skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing, 

presenting and performing.
• develop skills in interpretation, analysis and evaluation.
• develop sensitivity to the formal and aesthetic qualities of texts 

and an appreciation of how they contribute to diverse responses 
and open up multiple meanings.

• develop an understanding of relationships between texts and a 
variety of perspectives, cultural contexts, and local and global 
issues, and an appreciation of how they contribute to diverse 
responses and open up multiple meanings.

• develop an understanding of the relationships between studies in 
language and literature and other disciplines.

• communicate and collaborate in a confident and creative way.
• foster a lifelong interest in and enjoyment of language and 

literature.

Syllabus Outline

Readers, writers and texts
Non-literary texts are chosen from a variety of sources and media 
to represent as wide a range of text types as possible, and works 
are chosen from a variety of literary forms. The study of the non-
literary texts and works focuses on the nature of language and 
communication and the nature of literature and its study. This study 
includes the investigation of how texts themselves operate as well 
as the contexts and complexities of production and reception. Focus 
is on the development of personal and critical responses to the 
particulars of communication.

Time and Space
Non-literary texts and literary works are chosen from a variety of 
sources, literary forms and media that reflect a range of historical 
and/or cultural perspectives. Their study focuses on the contexts of 
language use and the variety of ways literary and non-literary texts 
might both reflect and shape society at large. The focus is on the 
consideration of personal and cultural perspectives, the development 
of broader perspectives, and an awareness of the ways in which 
context is tied to meaning.

Intertextuality: Connecting Texts
Non-literary texts and literary works are chosen from a variety of 
sources, literary forms and media in a way that allows students an 
opportunity to extend their study and make fruitful comparisons. 
Their study focuses on intertextual relationships with possibilities 
to explore various topics, thematic concerns, generic conventions, 
modes or  literary traditions that have been introduced throughout 
the course. The focus is on the development of critical response 
grounded in an understanding of the complex relationships among 
texts.

What students will learn in the Language A: Language and 
Literature Course

In the Language A: Language and Literature course, students will 
learn about the complex and dynamic nature of language and explore 
both its practical and aesthetic dimensions. They will explore the 
crucial role language plays in communication, reflecting experience 
and shaping the world. Students will also learn about their own 
roles as producers of language and develop their productive skills. 
Throughout the course, students will explore the various ways in 
which language choices, text types, literary forms and contextual 
elements all effect meaning. 

Through close analysis of various text types and literary forms, 
students will consider their own interpretations, as well as the critical 
perspectives of others, to explore how such positions are shaped 
by cultural belief systems and to negotiate meanings for texts. 
Students will engage in activities that involve them in the process 
of production and help shape their critical awareness of how texts 
and their associated visual and audio elements work together to 
influence the audience/reader and how audiences/readers open up 
the possibilities of texts. 

With its focus on a wide variety of communicative acts, the course is 
meant to develop sensitivity ot the foundational nature, and pervasive 
influence, of language in the world at large.

GROUP 1 | OPTIONS

LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
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LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE (CONT)

SL Students must study at least 4 works of which:
• a minimum of one must be written originally in the language 

studied, by an author on the Prescribed reading list 
• a minimum of one must a work in translation written by an author 

on the Prescribed reading list. 
• two can be chosen freely - from the Prescribed reading list or 

elesewhere - and may be in translation. 

There must be a minimum of one work for each area of exploration. 
Works must be selected to cover two literary forms, two periods and 
two places as defined on the Prescribed reading list covering at least 
two continents.

HL Students must study at least 6 works of which:
• a minimum of two must be written originally in the language 

studied, by authors on the Prescribed reading list 
• a minimum of two must works in translation written by authors on 

the Prescribed reading list. 
• two can be chosen freely - from the Prescribed reading list or 

elesewhere - and may be in translation. 

There must be a minimum of two works for each area of exploration. 
Works must be selected to cover three literary forms, three periods 
and three places as defined on the Prescribed reading list covering 
at least two continents.

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE HL %

External Paper 1 | Guided textual analysis | 2 hrs 15 mins
This paper consists of two non-literary passages, 

from two different text types, each accompanied by 
a question. Students write an analysis of each of the 

passages .(40 marks)
Paper 2 | Comparative Essay | 1 hr 45 mins 

The paper consists of four general questions. In 
response to one question students write a comparative 

essay based on two works studied in the course (30 
marks)

HL Essay
Students submit an essay on one non-literary text or 

a collection of non-literary texts by one  same author, 
or a literary text or work studied during the course (20 

marks)

35
 
 

25

20
 

External assessment (4 hours) 80

Internal Internal assessment
This component consists of an individual oral which 
is internally assessed by  the teacher and externally 

moderated by the IB at the end of the course.
Individual oral (15 minutes)

Supported by an extract from one non-literary text and 
one from a literary work, students will offer a prepared 

response of 10 minutes, followed by 5 minutes of 
questions by the teacher, to the following prompt:

  Examine the ways in which the global issue of your 
choice is presented through the content and form of two 

of the texts that you have studied (40 marks)

20

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE SL %

External Paper 1 | Guided textual analysis | 1 hr 15 mins
This paper consists of two non-literary passages, 

from two different text types, each accompanied by a 
question. Students choose one passage and write an 

analysis of it.(20 marks)
Paper 2 | Comparative Essay | 1 hr 45 mins 
The paper consists of four general questions. 
In response to one question students write a 

comparative essay based on two works studied in the 
course (30 marks)

35
 
 

35
 

External assessment (3 hours) 70

Internal Internal assessment
This component consists of an individual oral which 
is internally assessed by  the teacher and externally 

moderated by the IB at the end of the course.
Individual oral (15 minutes)

Supported by an extract from one non-literary text and 
one from a literary work, students will offer a prepared 

response of 10 minutes, followed by 5 minutes of 
questions by the teacher, to the following prompt:

  Examine the ways in which the global issue of your 
choice is presented through the content and form of 

two of the texts that you have studied (40 marks)

30
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GROUP 1 | OPTIONS

LITERATURE AND 
PERFORMANCE 

GROUP 2 | LANGUAGES | LANGUAGE B

FRENCH, GERMAN, LATIN, CHINESE 
(MANDARIN), CLASSICAL GREEK

That it is a requirement of the IBD that students must study at least 
one modern foreign language or one classical language, is something 
in which Trinity Grammar School rejoices.  The mastery of another 
language promotes the development of so many of the academic 
skills we regard as essential and fosters the values, which are at the 
core of the concept of the Global Village.

While the HSC courses in foreign languages have their merits, none 
is able to compare favourably with IBD courses in terms of syllabus or 
assessment features.  The depth and variety of linguistic, sociological 
and literary themes even at Standard Level are such as to provide 
even the most gifted foreign language learner with challenge after 
challenge.  Furthermore, the fact that all assessment is carried out in 
the target language serves to underline the quality and standing of 
IBD courses in comparison with other local leaving certificates.

The languages currently offered at Trinity for Group 2 are French, 
German, Latin and Chinese.  If a candidate of outstanding ability is 
particularly keen to pursue his language learning at the Higher Level, 
then he should usually be able to.

For students with little or no previous experience of learning a foreign 
language, the School will provide an ab initio course in French, 
German, Japanese and Mandarin. 

The Language B programme is a foreign language-learning 
programme designed for study at both Higher and Standard Levels 
by students with previous experience of learning the language.  

COURSE AIMS

The aims of the Language B programme are to
• develop the ability to communicate accurately and effectively in 

speech and in writing within a range of contexts;
• develop the ability to understand and respond to the language 

demands of transactional and social contacts;
• provide students with a sound linguistic base for further study, 

work and leisure;
• offer insights into the culture of the countries where the language 

is spoken;
• provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual 

stimulation.

Students will study a variety of themes and topics through different 
text types. These texts will then form the basis of a thorough 
exploration of the language, both in oral and written exercises. 
Grammar, idiom and syntax will be at the core of this. As a student’s 
ability in the language improves, he will be expected more and more 
to appreciate the linguistic subtleties of various social and cultural 
contexts. Furthermore, it is hoped that students will come to a better 
understanding of how ideas are best communicated, so that both 
their oral and written expression is enhanced. 

The study of literary and other texts will play an important part in this 
process.

The programme meets the needs of IBD students who have 
already studied the target language for between two and five years 
immediately prior to the beginning of their IBD course.  However, 
students with limited learning experience of the target language, but 
who have lived in a country where that language is spoken may be 
able to follow the Language B course at Standard Level.

This course is an interdisciplinary synthesis of Language A and 
Theatre. It incorporates essential elements of literature and 
performance and aims to explore the dynamic relationship between 
the two. At the heart of the course is this interaction between (i) a 
conventional literary emphasis on close reading, critical writing and 
discussion and (ii) the practical, aesthetic and symbolic elements 
of performance. A distinctive outcome of this synthesis is the 
performance of a piece transformed from poetry or prose. In this 
exciting, creative process is viewed from multiple angles in a way 
that goes beyond what is characteristic of either literature or theatre 
studies as single disciplines. The course as whole examines literary 
and dramatic texts and seeks to develop intellect, imagination and 
creativity. It encourages intercultural awareness through a study of 
text from more than one culture. Available at standard level only.

COURSE AIMS
The aims of the literature and performance course are to:
• equip students with the skills to explore critically and imaginatively 

a range of literary texts and performance possibilities
• develop in students the ability to articulate their responses to 

literature and performance in a variety of styles and contexts
• introduce students to a range of performance skills
• broaden the perspectives of students through the exploration of 

texts from differing cultures, periods and genres
• foster a personal and passionate engagement with literature 

and performance, and by doing so, guide students to a better 
understanding of themselves and the world

CURRICULUM MODEL OVERVIEW
Part 1 Critical Study of Texts
• studying a range of literary texts identifying meaning and making 

viable interpretations
• analysing the effect of literary features
• writing and speaking appropriately about literary conventions
Part 2: Exploration of the chosen approach to the text
• exploring performance potential of texts
• generating ideas for transforming prose and poetry texts into 

dramatic form
• speaking and writing appropriately about ideas
Part 3: Realization of texts in performance
• preparing pieces for performance and performing scripted drama
• performing to an audience
• analysing and evaluating performance through appropriate 

speech and writing

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE SL %

External

3 hrs

1.5 hrs

Paper 1 | Prose and Performance
1 essay from a choice of 3 questions concerned with 

issues involved in dramatizing a novel
Paper 2 | Poetry 

1 comparative essay from a choice of 6 questions
Written coursework

1 piece of writing that incorporates critical analysis 
of the realisation of an extract or series of linked 
extracts from a play, as well as reflection on the 

student’s performance in a staged interpretation of it.

20
 

20
 

20

External Assessment 60

Internal 
20 mins

Performance and Individual Oral Presentation
One performance during the course which must be 

a transformation based on one or more of the poetry 
and prose texts studied 

40

Internal Assessment 40
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GROUP 2 | LANGUAGES | LANGUAGE B | HL & SL

CHINESE (MANDARIN), FRENCH, GERMAN  

Target Students | Students who have 2-5 years experience of the 
target language, who are not taught other subjects in the target 
language and who are normally taught outside a country where the 
language is spoken may be able to do the Language B course at 
Standard Level. Students who have 4-5 years experience of the 
target language, who are not taught other subjects in the target 
language and who are normally taught outside a country where the 
language is spoken may be able to do the Language B course at 
Higher Level.

COURSE AIMS

At the end of the language B course either at higher level or 
standard level, candidates are expected to demonstrate an ability 
to:
• communicate clearly and effectively both in speech and in writing.
• understand and use accurately oral and written forms of the 

language that are essential for effective communication.
• understand and use a range of vocabulary
• select a register that is appropriate to the situation
• express ideas with general clarity and fluency
• structure arguments in a clear, coherent and convincing way
• understand and respond to written and spoken material
• assess subtleties of the language in forms, styles and registers
• show an awareness of, and sensitivity to, the culture related to 

the language studied

COURSE OUTLINES

The five prescribed themes of the IB Language B Syllabus are:

• Identities
• Experiences
• Human Ingenuity
• Social Organisation
• Sharing the Planet

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE HL %

External External assessment (3 hours  30 minutes)
| Paper 1 

1 hour 30 minutes | Productive skills - writing (30 
marks)

One writing tasks of 450-600 words from a choice 
of three, each from a different theme, choosing a 

text type from among those listed in the examination 
instructions

 | Paper 2 
2 hours | Receptive skills - separate sections for 

listenening and reading (65 marks)
Listening comprehension  (1 hour) (25 marks)
Reading comprehension (1 hour) (40 marks)

Comprehension exercises on three audio passages 
and three written texts, drawn from all five themes.

25
 

 

50

external assessment 75

Internal Internal assessment
This component is internally assessed by the 

teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the 
end of the course 

 Individual Oral Component
A conversation with the teacher, based on an extract 

from one of the literary works studied in class, 
followed by discussion based on one or more of the 

themes from the syllabus. (30 marks) 

25

Internal assessment 25

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE SL %

External External assessment (3 hours)
| Paper 1 

1 hour 15 minutes | Productive skills - writing (30 
marks)

One writing tasks of 250-400 words from a choice 
of three, each from a different theme, choosing a 

text type from among those listed in the examination 
instructions

 | Paper 2 
1 hour 45 minutes | Receptive skills - separate 

sections for listenening and reading (65 marks)
Listening comprehension  (45 minutes) (25 marks)

Reading comprehension (1 hour) (40 marks)
Comprehension exercises on three audio passages 
and three written texts, drawn from all five themes.

25
 

 

50

external assessment 75

Internal Internal assessment
This component is internally assessed by the 

teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the 
end of the course 

 Individual Oral Component
A conversation with the teacher, based on a visual 

stimulus, followed by discussion based on an 
additional theme. (30 marks) 

25

Internal assessment 25

The study of literary texts will play an important part in this process.
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GROUP 2 | LANGUAGES | LANGUAGE B | AB INITIO

CHINESE (MANDARIN), FRENCH, 
GERMAN, JAPANESE, 

GROUP 2 | LANGUAGES | LANGUAGE  B

CLASSICAL GREEK, LATIN HL & SL

COURSE AIMS

The aims of the Diploma Programme course in Classical Greek and 
Latin are to:
• Enable students to understand the language they have studied in 

a range of contexts and to use their understanding for a variety 
of purposes

• Encourage, through the study of texts and through interaction with 
classical culture, an awareness and appreciation of the different 
perspectives of people from ancient cultures

• Develop students’ appreciation of the literary merit of classical 
texts and an awareness of issues raised in them

• Provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual 
stimulation through knowledge of a language

• Provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure 
through language.

COURSE OUTLINE

Having followed the course in Classical Greek or Latin, students are 
expected to demonstrate:

• An ability to understand and translate texts in the original language
• A knowledge and understanding of these texts within their 

historical, political and cultural contexts
• An ability to appreciate and analyse the techniques and styles of 

a variety of classical texts in the original language
• An understanding of the implications in the texts
• An ability to construct a clear argument supported by relevant 

examples

Part 1 | Study of the language
The study of one of two prescribed authors in order to develop 
language skills. Students will be required to translate a passage 
written by that author.
Part 2 | Genre study
A detailed study of two genres in the original language (with 
supplementary reading in translation) chosen from five prescribed 
genres.
Part 3 | Individual study
Research dossier
An annotated collection of source materials relating to a topic 
in classical history, literature, language, religion, mythology, art, 
archaeology or some aspect of classical influence.

Part 1 | Study of the Language
The prescribed authors are for Latin are either Ovid: 
Metamorphoses or Cicero: Speeches. In Classical Greek the 
prescribed author is Xenophon.

Part 2 | Genre Study - Two prescribed readings of genres are chosen 
from the following options: 
In Latin Virgil, History, Love Poetry, Social Criticism, Villians.  
In Classical Greek, the prescribed readings of genres are: Homer, 
History Tragedy, Women and Barbarians.

The ab initio programme is an intensive, accelerated foreign 
language-learning programme designed to be studied over two years 
at Standard Level by students who have no previous experience of 
learning the target language.

COURSE AIMS

The aims of the ab initio programme are to
• develop the students’ ability to communicate in speech and writing 

to enable them to deal adequately with familiar and practical 
needs.

• introduce students to the culture of the countries where the 
language is spoken through the study of the target language

• provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation
• encourage positive attitudes to the learning of other languages 

and to their speakers and countries.

COURSE OUTLINE

The five prescribed themes of the IB Language B Syllabus are:

• Identities
• Experiences
• Human Ingenuity
• Social Organisation
• Sharing the Planet

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE AB INITIO %

External External assessment (2 hours  45 minutes)
| Paper 1 

1 hour | Productive skills - writing (30 marks)
Two written tasks of 70-150 words each from a 

choice of three tasks, choosing a text type for each 
task from among those listed in the examination 

instructions
 | Paper 2 

1 hour 45 minutes | Receptive skills - separate 
sections for listenening and reading (65 marks)

Listening comprehension  (45 minutes) (25 marks)
Reading comprehension (1 hour) (40 marks)

Comprehension exercises on three audio passages 
and three written texts, drawn from all five themes.

25
 

 

50

external assessment 75

Internal Internal assessment
This component is internally assessed by the 

teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the 
end of the course 

 Individual Oral Component
A conversation with the teacher, based on a visual 
stimulus and at least one additional course theme 

(30 marks) 

25

Internal assessment 25
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GROUP 2 | LANGUAGES | LANGUAGE B

CLASSICAL GREEK, LATIN (CONT)

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE HL %

External Paper 1 | 1 hr 30 mins
Translation of a specified part or parts of one 

unprepared passage from the prescribed author 
 35 marks

Paper 2 | 2 hrs 
Questions based on ten extracts, two from each 

genre.
Students answer questions on four extracts from 

two genres and have to provide a written response 
on one option. | 44 marks

35
 
 

45

external assessment | 3 hrs 30 mins 80

Internal Research dossier: Individual study, internally 
assessed by the teacher and externally moderated 

by the IB | 30 marks

20

internal assessment 20

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE SL %

External Paper 1 | 1 hr 15 mins
Translation of a specified part or parts of one 

unprepared passage from the prescribed author 
 35 marks

Paper 2 | 1 hr 30 mins 
Questions based on ten extracts, two from each 

genre.
Students answer questions on four extracts from 

two genres | 45 marks

35
 
 

45

external assessment | 2 hrs 45 mins 80

Internal Research dossier: Individual study, internally 
assessed by the teacher and externally moderated 

by the IB | 30 marks
Research dossier 

20

internal assessment 20

Please Note:
Classical Greek, both SL and HL, are examined only in May.

GROUP 3 | INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETY

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

The Business Management course prepares candidates to be global 
citizens ready to face up to the challenges and opportunities awaiting 
them in our ever-changing world.The Business Management course 
is focused on exploring the concepts of creativity, change, ethics 
and sustainability to empower candidates to become confident, 
creative and compassionate agents for businesses in an increasingly 
interconnected global marketplace.
Candidates will inquire into how business decisions are influenced 
by factors that are internal and external to an organisation and 
how these decisions impact upon a range of internal and external 
stakeholders. Emphasis is placed on strategic decision-making and 
the operational business functions of human resource management, 
finance and accounts, marketing, and operations management.The 
Business Management course encourages the application of local, 
national and global examples as part of a candidate’s analysis and 
evaluation.

COURSE AIMS

The aims of the Business Management course at HL and SL are to:
• Develop as confident, creative and compassionate business 

leaders, entrepreneurs, social entrepreneurs and as a change 
agents

• Foster an informed understanding of ethical and sustainable 
business practices

• Explore the connections between individuals, businesses and 
society

• Engage with decision-making as a process and a skill

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE HL %

External Paper 1 
1 hr 30 mins | Based on pre-selected statement 

that specifies the context and background for the 
unseen case study  

Paper 2
1 hr 45 mins | Based on the unseen stimulus 

material with a quantitative focus.
Paper 3

1 hr 15 mins | Based on unseen stimulus material 
about a social enterprise

25
 

30

25

external assessment | written exam | 4 hrs 30 mins 80

Internal This component is internally assessed by the 
teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the 

end of the course. Students produce a research 
project about a real business issue or problem 

facing a particular organisation using a conceptual 
lens. (1800 words) 

20

internal assessment  | research project | 25 marks 20

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE SL %

External Paper 1 
1 hr 30 mins | Based on pre-selected statement 

that specifies the context and background for the 
unseen case study  

Paper 2
1 hr 30 mins | Based on the unseen stimulus 

material with a quantitative focus.

35
 

 
 

35

external assessment | written exam | 3 hrs 70

Internal This component is internally assessed by the 
teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the 

end of the course. Students produce a research 
project about a real business issue or problem 

facing a particular organisation using a conceptual 
lens. (1800 words) 

30

internal assessment  | research project | 25 marks 30
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The Economics course prepares candidates to have the knowledge, 
skills, values and attitudes that will encourage them to act responsibly 
as global citizens in a rapidly changing world.

The Economics course is focused on exploring the concepts of 
scarcity, choice, efficiency, equity, economic well-being, sustainability, 
change, interdependence and intervention to empower candidates to 
distinguish between different economic models and theories.

Candidates will inquire into how economic models are interpreted 
and applied into the real-world through studying the history and 
relevance of economics as a social science as well as economic 
theories relevant to microeconomics, macroeconomics, and the 
global economy.

The Economics course encourages the application of real-world 
examples faced by current economies and governments rather than 
a purely theoretical application of the economic theory.

COURSE AIMS

The aims of the Economics course at HL and SL are to enable 
candidates to:
• Develop a critical understanding of a range of economic theories, 

models, ideas and tools in the areas of microeconomics, 
macroeconomics and the global economy

• Apply economic theories, models, ideas and tools and analyse 
economic data to understand and engage with real-world 
economic issues and problems facing individuals and societies

• Develop a conceptual understanding of individuals’ and societies’ 
economic choices, interactions, challenges, and consequences 
of economic decision-making.

GROUP 3 | INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETY

ECONOMICS

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE YR 11 HL %

External Paper 1 
1 hr 15 mins | Extended response paper

Paper 2 
1 hr 45 mins | Data response paper

Paper 3 
1 hr 45 minutes | Policy paper.

20
 

30
 

30

external assessment | written exam | 4 hrs  45 mins 80

Internal This component is internally assessed by the 
teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the 

end of the course.
Students produce a portfolio of three commentaries, 

based on different units of the syllabus (excluding 
the introductory unit) and on published extracts from 

the news media. Each of the three commentaries 
should use a different key concept as a lens through 

which to analyse the published extracts.
(800 words for each commentary)

20

internal assessment  | commentary portfolio | 45 marks 20

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE YR 11 SL %

External Paper 1 
1 hr 15 mins | Extended response paper

Paper 2 
1 hr 45 mins | Data response paper

30
 

40

external assessment | written exam | 3 hrs  70

Internal This component is internally assessed by the 
teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the 

end of the course.
Students produce a portfolio of three commentaries, 

based on different units of the syllabus (excluding 
the introductory unit) and on published extracts from 

the news media. Each of the three commentaries 
should use a different key concept as a lens through 

which to analyse the published extracts.
(800 words for each commentary)

30

internal assessment  | commentary portfolio | 45 marks 30
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GROUP 3 | INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETY

GEOGRAPHY

Geography is a dynamic subject that is firmly grounded in the real 
world and focuses on the interactions between individuals, societies 
and physical processes in both time and space. It seeks to identify 
trends and patterns in these interactions. It also investigates the 
way in which people adapt and respond to change, and evaluates 
actual and possible management strategies associated with such 
change. Geography describes and helps to explain the similarities 
and differences between different places. These may be defined on 
a variety of scales and from the perspectives of a different range of 
actors, with varying powers over decision making processes. 
Within individuals and societies subjects, geography is distinctive in 
its spatial dimension and occupies a middle ground between social 
or human sciences and natural sciences. The Diploma Programme 
Geography course integrates physical, environmental and human 
geography, and ensures that students acquire elements of both 
socio-economic and scientific methodologies. Geography takes 
advantage of its position to examine relevant concepts and ideas 
from a wide variety of disciplines. This helps students develop life 
skills and have an appreciation of, and a respect for, alternative 
approaches, viewpoints and ideas.

COURSE AIMS

The aims of the Geography course at HL and SL are to enable 
students to: 
• develop an understanding of the dynamic interrelationships 

between people, places, spaces and the environment at different 
scales 

• develop a critical awareness and consider complexity thinking in 
the context of the nexus of geographic issues, including: 

• acquiring an in-depth understanding of how geographic issues, 
or wicked problems, have been shaped by powerful human and 
physical processes 

• synthesizing diverse geographic knowledge in order to form 
viewpoints about how these issues could be resolved 

• understand and evaluate the need for planning and sustainable 
development through the management of resources at varying 
scales

COURSE OUTLINE

Students at SL and HL in geography are presented with a syllabus that 
has optional geographic themes and a common SL and HL core. HL 
students also study the HL core extension. The syllabus requires the 
development of certain skills, attributes and knowledge as described 
in the assessment objectives, which are externally assessed. 
Although the skills and activity of studying geography are common 
to both SL and HL students, HL students are required to acquire a 
further body of knowledge, to demonstrate critical evaluation and to 
further synthesize the concepts in the HL extension. 
In summary: 
• SL students study two optional themes; HL students study three 

optional themes, providing further breadth. 
• Both SL and HL students study the core geographic perspectives—

global change. 
• HL students study the HL extension geographic perspectives—

global interactions, and further examine, evaluate and synthesize 
the prescribed concepts, which by their nature are complex, 
contestable, interlinked and require holistic treatment. This 
provides further depth at HL. 

• Both SL and HL students complete a fieldwork study for the 
internal assessment

Fieldwork
Internal assessment is an integral part of the course and is a 

compulsory component for both SL and HL students. It enables 
students to demonstrate the application of their skills and knowledge, 
and to pursue their personal interests, without the time limitations 
and other constraints that are associated with examination papers. 
The internal assessment should, as far as possible, be woven into 
normal practice and classroom teaching, and not be a separate 
activity conducted after a course has been taught. The internal 
assessment requirements at SL and at HL are the same. The time 
allowed is 20 hours, and the weightings are 25% at SL and 20% at 
HL. Students are required to undertake fieldwork collecting primary 
information and produce one written 2500 word report that is based 
on a fieldwork question

Unit Outline
Part 1: Geographic themes - seven options
Two options are studied at SL, and three at HL.
1. Freshwater—drainage basins 
2. Oceans and coastal margins 
3. Extreme environments 
4. Geophysical hazards 
5. Leisure, tourism and sport 
6. Food and health 
7. Urban environments
Part 2: 
SL and HL core Geographic perspectives - global change
1. Population distribution - changing population
2. Global climate - vulnerability and resilience
3. Global resource consumption and security
Part 2: HL Core extension
HL only Geographic perspectives - global interactions
1. Power, places and networks
2. Human development and diversity
3. Global risks and resilience

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE HL %

External Paper 1 
2.15 hrs | Geographic themes - 3 options (60 marks)

Paper 2 
1 hr 15 mins | Geographic perspectives - global 

change (50 marks)
Paper 3 

1 hr | Geographic perspectives - global interactions 
(28 marks)

35

25

20

external assessment | written exam | 4.5 hrs 80

Internal This component is internally assessed by the 
teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the 

end of the course
Fieldwork (20 hours). Written report (25 marks)

20

internal assessment 20

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE SL %

External Paper 1 
1.5 hrs | Geographic themes - 2  options (40 marks)

Paper 2 
1 hr 15 mins | Geographic perspectives - global 

change (50 marks)

35

40

external assessment | written exam | 2 hrs 45 mins 75

Internal This component is internally assessed by the 
teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the 

end of the course
Fieldwork (20 hours). Written report (25 marks) 

25

internal assessment 25
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GROUP 3 | INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETY

HISTORY

The IB Diploma Programme higher and standard level History courses 
aim to promote an understanding of history as a discipline, including 
the nature and diversity of sources, methods and interpretations. 
Students are encouraged to comprehend the present by reflecting 
critically on the past. They are further expected to understand 
historical developments at national, regional and international levels 
and learn abou their own historical identity through the study of the 
historical experiences of different cultures.

COURSE AIMS

The aims of the history course at SL and HL are to:
• develop an understanding of, and continuing interest in, the past
• encourage students to engage with multiple perspectives and 

to appreciate the complex nature of historical concepts, issues, 
events and developments

• promote international-mindedness through the study of history 
from more than one region of the world

• develop an understanding of history as a discipline and to develop 
historical consciousness including a sense of chronology and 
context, and an understanding of different historical perspectives

• develop key historical skills, including engaging effectively with 
sources

• increase students’ understanding of themselves and of 
contemporary society by encouraging reflection on the past

COURSE OUTLINE

Standard Level
The Standard course consists of the study of two World History 
topics.  At Trinity the two topics are:
• Causes and Effects of 20th Century Wars 
• Authoritarian states (20th Century) 
Prescribed Subject (3) of “The move to global war 1931-1941” will be 
the subject of detailed source-based study.

Standard & Higher Level
The Standard and Higher level courses also require the student to 
undertake an “Historical Investigation” - worth 20% (HL) or 25% (SL) 
of the total assessment.  Internally assessed, and 2200 words in 
length, the investigation is an opportunity for students to demonstrate 
the application of their skills and knowledge to a historical topic of 
their choice. The emphasis must be on a specfiic historical inquiry 
that enables the student to develop and apply the skills of a 
historian by selecting and analysing a range of source material and 
considering diverse perspectives. The activity demands that students 
search for, select, evaluate and use evidence to reach a relevant 
conclusion consistent with the evidence and arguments that have 
been put forward.

Higher Level
The Higher Level course adds the study of one Regional Option.  
At Trinity the Option of ‘History of Europe’ will be studied.  This 
component of the course (worth 35%) will include 3 sections:

• Imperial Russia, revolution, establishment of the Soviet Union 
1855-1924.

• Europe and the First World War 1871-1918
• European states in the interwar years 1918-1939

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE HL %

External Paper 1 
1 hr | a document/extract based paper with set 

questions
Paper 2 

1.5 hrs | Two essays chosen from two different 
topics of world history

Paper 3 
2.5 hrs | Three essays chosen from the Regional 

Option studied

20
 

25
 

35

external assessment | written exam | 5 hrs 80

Internal Historical Investigation: an in depth study of 
any historical subject (2200 words), externally 

moderated

20

internal assessment 20

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE SL %

External Paper 1 
1 hr | a document/extract based paper with set 

questions
Paper 2 

1.5 hrs | Two essays chosen from two different 
topics of world history

30
 

45

external assessment | written exam | 2.5 hrs 75

Internal Historical Investigation: an in depth study of 
any historical subject (2200 words), externally 

moderated

25

internal assessment 25
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GROUP 3 | INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETY

PSYCHOLOGY

Psychology is the rigorous and systematic study of mental processes 
and human behaviour. It is a complex subject which draws on concepts, 
methods and understandings from a number of different disciplines. 
Human beings are complex animals, with highly developed frontal 
lobes, cognitive abilities, involved social structures and cultures. The 
study of behaviour and mental processes requires a multidisciplinary 
approach and the use of a variety of research techniques whilst 
recognising that behaviour is not a static phenomenon, it is adaptive, 
and as the world, societies and challenges facing societies change, 
so does behaviour.
At the core of the DP psychology course is an introduction to three 
different approaches to understanding behaviour:
• biological approach to understanding behaviour
• cognitive approach to understanding behaviour
• sociocultural approach to understanding behaviour.
The contribution and the interaction of the three approaches can be 
best understood through the options. There are four options in the 
course. They focus on areas of applied psychology:
• abnormal psychology
• developmental psychology
• health psychology
• psychology of human relationships.
The options provide an opportunity to take what is learned from the 
study of the approaches to psychology and put it into the context of 
specific lines of inquiry, broaden students’ experience of the discipline 
and develop the students’ critical inquiry skills. Surrounding the 
approaches and the options are the overarching themes of research 
and ethics. A consideration of both is paramount to the nature of the 
subject.

COURSE AIMS

The aims of the Psychology course at SL and at HL are to:
 > develop an understanding of the biological, cognitive and 
sociocultural factors affecting mental processes and behaviour

 > apply an understanding of the biological, cognitive and 
sociocultural factors affecting mental processes and behaviour to 
at least one applied area of study

 > understand diverse methods of inquiry
 > understand the importance of ethical practice in psychological 
research in general and observe ethical practice in their own 
inquiries

 > ensure that ethical practices are upheld in all psychological 
inquiry and discussion

 > develop an awareness of how psychological research can be 
applied to address real-world problems and promote positive 
change.

Biological approach to understanding behaviour
The biological approach to understanding behaviour is largely an 
investigation into correlations. Do areas of the brain correlate with 
behaviour? When changes take place in the brain do changes take 
place in behaviour or is the reverse the case? Could an individual’s 
behaviour be predicted from their genes? Is human behaviour subject 
to natural selection?
Cognitive approach to understanding behaviour
The cognitive approach to behaviour views human beings as 
processors of information much in the same way as a computer 
processes information. The cognitive approach to behaviour 
focuses on areas of research such as schema processing, memory 
processing, and thinking, and how cognition may influence behaviour. 
Researchers are also interested in the extent to which cognitive 
processes are reliable, for example, in relation to thinking and

memory. How cognitive processes may be affected in the modern 
digitalized world is an emerging field within the cognitive approach 
to behaviour.
Sociocultural approach to understanding behaviour
The sociocultural approach to behaviour investigates the role of social 
and cultural influences in shaping thinking and human behaviour. 
Approaches to researching behaviour
As students are exposed to research it is important that they 
understand the advantages and limitations of different approaches 
in order to critically evaluate the contribution of research studies 
to the understanding of human behaviour. Asking questions, 
challenging assumptions and critically assessing the methods used 
by researchers are integral skills in the study of psychology. 
Options: 
Abnormal psychology
Abnormal psychology focuses on the diagnosis, explanation, and 
treatment of abnormal behaviour. 
Developmental psychology
Developmental psychology is the study of how and why people’s 
behaviour and thinking changes over time. 
Health psychology
Many health issues are the result of lifestyle, either imposed on 
individuals or chosen by individuals, and often despite well-publicised 
risks. An understanding of health psychology is important in the 
development of prevention strategies and fosters a more positive 
perception of healthy choices
Psychology of human relationships
Humans are social animals dependent on others for their well-being. 
This social psychology option focuses on human relationships 
between individuals in personal relationships or in groups.

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE HL %

External Paper 1 
2 hrs | Section A: Three short answer questions on the 

core approaches to psychology
Section B: One essay from a choice of 3 on the 

biological, cognitive & sociocultural approaches to 
behaviour

Paper 2 
2hrs | Two questions:  one from a choice of 3 on each 

of 2 options.
Paper 3 

1 hr | Three short-answer questions from a list of 6 
static questions on approaches to research

40
 

20
 

20

external assessment | written exam |5 hrs 80

Internal A report of a simple experimental study undertaken by 
the student

20

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE SL %

External Paper 1 
2 hrs | Section A: Three short answer questions on 

the core approaches to psychology
Section B: One essay from a choice of 3 on the 

biological, cognitive & sociocultural approaches to 
behaviou
Paper 2 

1hr | One question from a choice of three on one 
option.

50 

25

external assessment | written exam |3 hrs 75

Internal A report of a simple experimental study conducted 
by the student

25
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GROUP 4 | EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCES

Within the Experimental Sciences (Group 4), the IB Diploma 
offers courses in Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Design 
Technology and Sports, Exercise and Health Science. A common 
curriculum model applies to all Group 4 courses. Each of these 
courses can be studied at Standard Level (SL) or at Higher Level 
(HL). The HL Science courses are very demanding, and evidence 
suggests that a student needs to be a high achiever in Science 
in Year 10 to cope with HL pure Sciences. HL Design Technology 
requires a practical mind as well as a thorough understanding of 
the application of scientific principles to the design of technical 
projects.
The IB Diploma programme provides the option of selecting a 
second Science course in Group 6. At Trinity, Chemistry is offered 
in Group 6. Hence, the IB provides its candidates with a wide 
range of possibilities in Science from a single course at SL through 
to a combination of two courses at HL. However, we recommend 
that students undertake one of the following combinations. 

• For the student whose strengths and interests do not lie 
primarily in the Sciences, we would recommend either 
Biology, Design Technology or Sports Exercise and Health 
Science at SL.

• For the student who has a greater interest in the Sciences and 
is relatively strong in both Mathematics and Science we would 
recommend Physics HL and Chemistry HL.

• For the student who has a greater interest and is relatively 
strong in the Sciences, we would recommend Sport, Exercise 
and Health Science HL.

• For the student who has an interest in Science and is not 
strong in Mathematics we would recommend Biology, Design 
Technology or Sports, Exercise and Health Science in Group 
4 and possibly Chemistry SL in Group 6.

Each Group 4 course has core material studied by all students all. 
The HL Science courses are considerably more challenging both 
in breadth and depth in the core components and the extension 
components of the options compared to the SL courses. The HL 
courses offer a thorough preparation for Tertiary studies in the 
Sciences.
All Assessments in Group 4 are criterion referenced. Hence, 
the emphasis is on the level of achievement each student has 
reached rather than comparing one student’s performance 
with another’s. Students, in each course, sit three separate 
examination papers taken at the completion of the course. These 
exams carry a combined weighting of 80% towards the overall 
assessment. The Internal Assessment (IA) is based upon the 
quality of the practical work, reflected in a written report on an 
individual student investigation which the student completes 
toward the end of the course. This contributes the remaining 20% 
weighting towards the final grade. 

The Group 4 Project
The Group 4 Project is a collaborative activity where students 
from different Group 4 subjects, within or between schools, work 
together. It allows for concepts and perceptions from across dis-
ciplines to be shared while appreciating the environmental, social 
and ethical implications of science and technology. It can be prac-
tially or theoretically based and aims to develop and understand-
ing of the relationships between scientific disciplines and their 
influence on other areas. The emphasis is on interdisciplinary 
cooperation and the scientific processes. 

COURSE AIMS

In all of the Group 4 programmes students should become aware of 
the way in which scientists work and communicate with each other 
throughout the world. While, in practice, ‘the scientific method’ may 
take on a wide variety of forms, it will generally involve the formation, 
testing and modification of hypotheses, through observation and 
measurement, under the controlled conditions of an experiment.  It is 
this approach, along with the falsifiability of scientific hypotheses, that 
distinguishes the sciences from other disciplines and characterises 
the Nature of science.
• appreciate scientific study and creativity within a global context 

through stimulating and challenging opportunities
• acquire a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that 

characterize science and technology
• apply and use a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that 

characterize science and technology
• develop an ability to analyse, evaluate and synthesize scientific 

information
• develop a critical awareness of the need for, and the value of, 

effective collaboration and communication during scientific 
activities

• develop experimental and investigative scientific skills including 
the use of current technologies

• develop and apply 21st century communication skills in the study 
of science

• become critically aware, as global citizens, of the ethical 
implications of using science and technology

• develop an appreciation of the possibilities and limitations of 
science and technology

• develop an understanding of the relationships between scientific 
disciplines and their influence on other areas of knowledge.

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

The assessment objectives for Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
reflect those parts of the aims that will be formally assessed either 
internally or externally. These assessments will centre upon the 
nature of science. It is the intention of these courses that students 
are able to fufill the following assessment objectives::
1.  Demonstrate an understanding of
• facts, concepts and terminology 
• methodologies and techniques
• communicating scientific information
2.  Apply
• facts, concepts, and terminology
• methodologies and techniques
• methods of communicating scientific information
3.  Formulate, analyse and evaluate
• hypotheses, research questions and predictions
• methodologies and techniques
• primary and secondary data
• scientific explanations
4.  Demonstrate the appropriate research, experimental, and personal 
skills necessary to carry out insightful and ethical investigations
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GROUP 4 | EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCES

BIOLOGY
GROUP 4 | EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCES

CHEMISTRY

Biology is the study of life. The first organisms appeared on the 
planet over 3 billion years ago and, through reproduction and natural 
selection, have given rise to the 8 million or so different species 
alive today.  This diversity makes biology both an endless source 
of fascination and a considerable challenge.  Biologists attempt 
to understand the living world at all levels using many different 
approaches and techniques. At one end of the scale is the cell, its 
molecular construction and complex metabolic reactions. At the other 
end of the scale biologists investigate the interactions that make 
whole ecosystems function.  Many areas of research in biology are 
extremely challenging and many discoveries remain to be made.  
Scientific progress in this discipline is sorely needed at a time when 
the growing human population is placing ever greater pressure on 
food supplies and on the habitats of other species, and is threatening 
the very planet we occupy.

COURSE OUTLINE

Core
1. Cell biology
2. Molecular biology
3. Genetics
4. Ecology
5. Evolution and biodiversity
6. Human physiology

Additional higher level 
7.   Nucleic acids
8.   Metabolism, cell respiration and photosynthesis
9.   Plant biology 
10. Genetics and evolution
11. Animal physiology

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE HL %

External Paper 1 | 1 hr 
Paper 2  | 2 hrs 15 mins
Paper 3  | 1 hr 15 mins

20
36
24

external assessment | written exam 80

Internal 20

internal assessment 20

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE SL %

External Paper 1 | 45 mins 
Paper 2  | 1 hr 15 mins

Paper 3  | 1 hr

20
40
20

external assessment | written exam 80

Internal 20

internal assessment 20

Chemistry is an experimental science that combines academic study 
with the acquisition of practical and investigational skills. It is often 
called the central science, as chemical principles underpin both the 
physical environment in which we live and all biological systems. 
Apart from being a subject worthy of study in its own right, chemistry 
is a prerequisite for many other courses in higher education, such 
as medicine, biological science and environmental science, and 
serves as useful preparation for employment.  Observations remain 
essential at the very core of chemistry, and this sometimes requires 
decisions about what to look for. The scientific processes carried out 
by the most eminent scientists in the past are the same ones followed 
by working chemists today and, crucially, are also accessible to 
students in schools.  This chemistry course allows development in 
traditional practical skills and techniques, the use of mathematics, 
which is the language of science, together with interpersonal skills, 
and digital technology skills, which are essential in 21st century 
scientific endeavour and are important life-enhancing, transferable 
skills in their own right.

COURSE OUTLINE

Core 
1. Stoichiometric relationships
2. Atomic structure
3. Periodicity
4. Chemical bonding and structure
5. Energetics/thermochemistry
6. Chemical kinetics
7. Equilibrium
8. Acids and bases
9. Redox processes
10. Organic chemistry
11. Measurement and data processing

Additional higher level
12. Atomic structure
13. The periodic table—the transition metals
14. Chemical bonding and structure
15. Energetics/thermochemistry
16. Chemical kinetics
17. Equilibrium
18. Acids and bases
19. Redox processes
20. Organic chemistry
21. Measurement and analysis

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE HL %

External Paper 1 | 1 hr 
Paper 2  | 2 hrs 15 mins
Paper 3  | 1 hr 15 mins

20
36
24

external assessment | written exam 80

Internal 20

internal assessment 20

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE SL %

External Paper 1 | 45 mins 
Paper 2  | 1 hr 15 mins

Paper 3  | 1 hr

20
40
20

external assessment | written exam 80

Internal 20

internal assessment 20
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GROUP 4 | EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCES

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

The Diploma Programme (DP) Design Technology course aims 
to develop internationally minded people whose enhanced 
understanding of design and the technological world can facilitate 
our shared guardianship of the planet and create a better world.
Inquiry and problem-solving are at the heart of the subject. DP 
Design Technology requires the use of the design cycle as a tool, 
which provides the methodology used to structure the inquiry and 
analysis of problems, the development of feasible solutions, and the 
testing and evaluation of the solution. A solution can be defined as a 
model, prototype, produce or system that students have developed 
independently.
DP Design Technology achieves a high level of design literacy by 
enabling students to develop critical-thinking and design skills, which 
they can apply in a practical context. While designing may take 
various forms, it will involve the selective application of knowledge 
within an ethical framework.
Through the overarching theme of the nature of design, the aim of 
the DP Design Technology course is to enable students to develop:
• a sense of curiosity as they acquire the skills necessary for 

independent and lifelong learning and action through inquiry into 
the technological world around them

• an ability to explore concepts, ideas and issues with personal, 
local and global significance to acquire in-depth knowledge and 
understanding of design and technology

• initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to 
identify and resolve complex social and technological problems 
through reasoned ethical decision-making

• an ability to understand and express ideas confidently and 
creatively  using a variety of communication techniques through 
collaboration with others

• a propensity to act with integrity and honesty, and take 
responsibility for their own actions in designing technological 
solutions to problems

• an understanding and appreciation of cultures in terms of global 
technological development, seeking and evaluating a range of 
perspectives

• a willingness to approach unfamiliar situations in an informed 
manner and explore new roles, ideas and strategies to confidently 
articulate and defend proposals

• an understanding of the contribution of design and technology to 
the promotion of intellectual, physical and emotional balance and 
the achievement of personal and social well-being

• empathy, compassion and respect for the needs and feelings of 
others in order to make a positive difference to the lives of others 
and to the environment

• skills that enable them to reflect on the impacts of design and 
technology on society and the environment in order to develop 
their own learning and enhance solutions to technological 
problems.

CURRICULUM MODEL OVERVIEW

Component

Core 1. Human factors and ergonomics
2. Resource management and sustainable 

production
3. Modelling
4. Final production
5. Innovation and design
6. Classic design

Additional higher level 
(AHL)

7. User-centred design (UCD)
8. Sustainability
9. Innovation and markets
10. Commercial production

Practical Work Design Project
Group 4 Project
Teacher-directed activities

ASSESSMENT MODEL

The assessment objectives for Design Technology reflect those 
parts of the aims that will be formally assessed either internally 
or externally. Wherever appropriate, the assessment draws upon 
environmental and technological contexts; and identifies the social, 
moral and economic effects of technology. It is the intention of the 
design technology course that students are able to fulfill the following 
assessment objectives:
1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of: facts, 

concepts, principles and terminology; design methodology 
and technology; methods of communicating and presenting 
technological information.

2. Apply and use: facts, concepts, principles and terminology; 
design methodology and technology; methods of communicating 
and presenting technological information.

3. Construct, analyse and evaluate: design briefs, problems, 
specifications and plans; methods, techniques and products; 
data, information and technological explanations.

4. Demonstrate the appropriate research, experimentation, 
modelling and personal skills necessary to carry out innovative, 
insightful, ethical and effective designing.

ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE

Type of 
Assessment Format of Assessment

Time
(hrs)

Weight 
of final 

grade (%)

External 4 60

Paper 1 Multiple -choice questions on 
core and HL extension material 1 20

Paper 2
Data based, short-answer and 
extended response questions on 
core material

1.5 20

Paper 3 Structured questions on HL 
extension material 1.5 20

Internal Assessment 60 40

Design Project Individual design project 60 40
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GROUP 4 | EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCES

PHYSICS

GROUP 4 | EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCES

SPORTS, EXERCISE AND 
HEALTH SCIENCE

Physics is the most fundamental of the experimental sciences, as it 
seeks to explain the universe itself from the very smallest particles to 
the vast distances between galaxies.  Classical physics, built upon 
the great pillars of Newtonian mechanics, electromagnetism and 
thermodynamics, went a long way in deepening our understanding 
of the universe.  However, experimental discoveries dating from the 
end of the 19th century eventually led to the demise of the classical 
picture of the universe as being knowable and predictable.  More 
recently, developments in chaos theory, have led to a fundamental 
rethinking in thermodynamics.  Observations remain essential to the 
very core of physics, and models are developed to try to understand 
observations.  Physics is therefore, above all, a human activity, and 
students need to be aware of the context of dynamic change in which 
physicists work.

COURSE OUTLINE

Core 
1. Measurements and uncertainties
2. Mechanics
3. Thermal physics
4. Waves
5. Electricity and magnetism
6. Circular motion and gravitation
7. Atomic, nuclear and particle physics
8. Energy production

Additional Higher Level 
9. Wave phenomena
10. Fields
11. Electromagnetic induction
12. Quantum and nuclear physics

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE HL %

External Paper 1 | 1 hr 
Paper 2  | 2 hrs 15 mins
Paper 3  | 1 hr 15 mins

20
36
24

external assessment | written exam 80

Internal 20

internal assessment 20

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE SL %

External Paper 1 | 45 mins 
Paper 2  | 1 hr 15 mins

Paper 3  | 1 hr

20
40
20

external assessment | written exam 80

Internal 20

internal assessment 20

COURSE OUTLINE

The Sports, Exercise and Health Science course provides students 
with the opportunity to undertake an in depth study of the factors 
which promote optimal sporting performance. It is ideal for candidates 
who have a keen interest in sport and have an interest in pursuing 
a career as an athlete or in the preparation of athletes.  It will also 
be of interest for students who wish to practically apply scientific 
knowledge to the movement of the human body.
The course incorporates the traditional disciplines of anatomy and 
physiology, biomechanics, psychology and nutrition, which are 
studied in the context of sports, exercise and health. Students will 
cover a range of core and option topics, and carry out practical 
(experimental) investigations in both laboratory and field settings. 
This will provide an opportunity to acquire the knowledge and 
understanding necessary to apply scientific principles and critically 
analyse human performance. Where relevant, the course will address 
issues of international dimension and ethics by considering sports, 
exercise and health relative to the individual and in a global context.
Students at HL Level are required to study additional higher level 
(AHL) material (7 additional Core Topics). The distinction between SL 
and HL is one of breadth and depth.
Candidates are required to study 6 core topics.
The core topics are:

• Anatomy
• Exercise physiology
• Energy systems
• Movement analysis
• Skill in sport
• Measurement and evaluation of human performance

HL additional topics:

• Further anatomy
• The endocrine system
• Fatigue
• Friction and drag
• Skills acquisition and analysis
• Genetics and athletic performance
• Exercise and immunity

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE SL %

External Paper 1 | 45 mins 
Paper 2  | 1 hr 15 mins

30
50

external assessment | written exam 80

Internal 20

internal assessment 20

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE HL %

External Paper 1 | 1 hrs 
Paper 2  | 2 hrs 15 mins

30
50

external assessment | written exam 80

Internal 20

internal assessment 20
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GROUP 5 | MATHEMATICS

Mathematics has been described as the study of structure, order and 
relation that has evolved from the practices of counting, measuring 
and describing objects. Mathematics provides a unique language to 
describe, explore and communicate the nature of the world we live in as 
well as being a constantly building body of knowledge and truth that (in 
itself) is distinctive in its certainty. These two aspects of mathematics, a 
discipline that is studied for its intrinsic pleasure and a means to explore 
and understand the world we live in, are both separate yet closely 
linked. Mathematics is driven by abstract concepts and generalization. 
This mathematics is drawn out of ideas and develops through linking 
these ideas and developing new ones. These mathematical ideas may 
have no immediate practical application. Doing such mathematics is 
about digging deeper to increase mathematical knowledge and truth. 
The new knowledge is presented in the form of theorems that have 
been built from axioms and logical mathematical arguments and a 
theorem is only accepted as true when it has been proven. The body 
of knowledge that makes up mathematics is not fixed; it has grown 
during human history and is growing at an increasing rate. The two 
mathematics courses available to Diploma Programme (DP) – Group 
5 students express both the differences that exist in mathematics 
described above and the connections between them. The two courses 
on offer might approach mathematics from different perspectives, but 
they are connected by the same mathematical body of knowledge, ways 
of thinking and approaches to problems. The differences in the courses 
are also related to the types of tools, for instance technology, that are 
used to solve abstract or practical problems

SUMMARY OF COURSES AVAILABLE
Individual students have different needs, aspirations, interests and 
abilities. For this reason, there are two different subjects in mathematics, 
each available at SL and HL. These courses are designed for different 
types of students: those who wish to study mathematics as a subject in 
its own right or to pursue their interests in areas related to mathematics, 
and those who wish to gain understanding and competence in how 
mathematics relates to the real world and to other subjects. Each 
course is designed to meet the needs of a particular group of students. 
Therefore, great care should be taken to select the course and level that 
is most appropriate for an individual student. In making this selection, 
individual students are advised to consider the following factors: 
• their own abilities in mathematics and the type of mathematics in 

which they can be successful
• their own interest in mathematics and those areas of the subject that 

may hold the most interest for them
• their other choices of subjects within the framework of the DP or 

Career-related Programme (CP)
• their academic plans, the subjects they wish to study in the future
• their choice of career

Mathematics Courses1:
• Mathematics | Applications and Interpretation SL and HL
• Mathematics | Analysis and Approaches SL and HL

Prior Learning
It is expected that most students embarking on a DP mathematics 
course will have studied mathematics to at least the NSW Mathematics 
5.1 course (Stage 5 | Year 10). There will be a great variety of topics 
studied, and differing approaches to teaching and learning in either 
IB Mathematics course. Thus, students should have a wide variety of 
skills and knowledge when they start their IB Mathematics course. Most 
will have some (or an extensive) background in arithmetic, algebra, 
geometry, trigonometry, probability and statistics.

COURSE AIMS (BOTH COURSES)

The aims of all DP mathematics courses are to enable students to:

• develop a curiosity and enjoyment of mathematics, and appreciate 
its elegance and power

• develop an understanding of the concepts, principles and nature 
of mathematics

• communicate mathematics clearly, concisely and confidently in a 
variety of contexts

• develop logical and creative thinking, and patience and persistence 
in problem solving to instil confidence in using mathematics

• employ and refine their powers of abstraction and generalization
• take action to apply and transfer skills to alternative situations, to 

other areas of knowledge and to future developments in their local 
and global communities

• appreciate how developments in technology and mathematics 
influence each other

• appreciate the moral, social and ethical questions arising from 
the work of mathematicians and the applications of mathematics

• appreciate the universality of mathematics and its multicultural, 
international and historical perspectives

• appreciate the contribution of mathematics to other disciplines, 
and as a particular “area of knowledge” in the TOK course

• develop the ability to reflect critically upon their own work and the 
work of others

• independently and collaboratively extend their understanding of 
mathematics

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES (BOTH COURSES)

Problem-solving is central to learning mathematics and involves 
the acquisition of mathematical skills and concepts in a wide range 
of situations, including non-routine, open-ended and real-world 
problems. Students will be expected to demonstrate the following.

• Knowledge and understanding: Recall, select and use their 
knowledge of mathematical facts, concepts and techniques in a 
variety of familiar and unfamiliar contexts.

• Problem solving: Recall, select and use their knowledge of 
mathematical skills, results and models in both abstract and real-
world contexts to solve problems.

• Communication and interpretation: Transform common 
realistic contexts into mathematics; comment on the context; 
sketch or draw mathematical diagrams, graphs or constructions 
both on paper and using technology; record methods, solutions 
and conclusions using standardized notation; use appropriate 
notation and terminology.

• Technology: Use technology accurately, appropriately and 
efficiently both to explore new ideas and to solve problems.

• Reasoning: Construct mathematical arguments through use of 
precise statements, logical deduction and inference and by the 
manipulation of mathematical expressions.

• Inquiry approaches: Investigate unfamiliar situations, both 
abstract and from the real world, involving organizing and 
analyzing information, making conjectures, drawing conclusions, 
and testing their validity.

1 “A graphic display calculator (GDC) is required in all IBDP Group 5 Mathematics courses. The 
purchase of the recommended GDC model will be processed through the School and the precise 
model will be advised prior to or on commencement of Year 11 IBDP studies.” Please do not 
purchase a GDC until you are advised of the model that we wish all students to have in the IBDP.
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MATHEMATICS | APPLICATIONS and INTERPRETATION 
(SL or HL)

• Mathematics SL | Applications and Interpretation – Minimum 
completion of Year 10 Mathematics 5.1, 5.2

• Mathematics HL | Applications and Interpretation – Minimum 
completion of Year 10 Mathematics 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3

MATHEMATICS | ANALYSIS and APPROACHES (SL or 
HL)

• Mathematics SL | Analysis and Approaches – Minimum completion 
of Year 10 Mathematics 5.2

• Mathematics HL | Analysis and Approaches – Minimum completion 
of Year 10 Mathematics 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3

COURSE OUTLINE (FOR ALL IBDP MATHEMATICS 
COURSES)

There are five topics and within these topics there are sub-topics. 
Each topic begins with a section on conceptual understandings. The 
five topics are:

• number and algebra
• functions
• geometry and trigonometry
• probability and statistics
• calculus

In addition, there is an externally moderated Mathematical 
exploration. There is time allocation in class to begin thinking about 
an exploration which is of an investigative nature that allows for 
problem-solving and modelling skills to develop through the study of 
an area of mathematics. Such involvement may lead to the production 
of a student’s individual and final externally moderated Exploration.

Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches
(HL and SL)

This course recognizes the need for analytical expertise in a world 
where innovation is increasingly dependent on a deep understanding 
of mathematics. This course includes topics that are both traditionally 
part of a pre-university mathematics course (for example, functions, 
trigonometry, calculus) as well as topics that are amenable to 
investigation, conjecture and proof, for instance the study of 
sequences and series at both SL and HL, and proof by induction at 
HL.

The course allows the use of technology, as fluency in relevant 
mathematical software and hand-held technology is important 
regardless of choice of course. However, Mathematics: Analysis 
and Approaches has a strong emphasis on the ability to construct, 
communicate and justify correct mathematical arguments with or 
without the use of technology. This course is intended for students 
who will go on to study subjects with substantial mathematics content 
at university (e.g. Mathematics, Engineering, Economics, Physical 
Sciences such as Physics and Chemistry).

Specific Content (the topics in italics are the additional topics 
required to study at the HL):

• Number & Algebra: Sequences and series, Indices and 
logarithms, Permutations and combinations, Partial fractions, 
Complex numbers, Proof by induction

• Functions: Equations of straight lines, Curve sketching, Definition 
of function, Quadratic functions, Graph transformations, Factor 
and remainder theorem, Modulus function

• Geometry & Trigonometry: Coordinate geometry, Volume and 
surface areas of 3D shapes, Trigonometry, Bearings, Circles, 
Reciprocal trigonometric ratios, Compound angle identities, 
Vectors

• Statistics & Probability: Classification of data, Sampling, 
Presentation of data, Measures of central tendency and 
dispersion, Linear correlation, Introduction to probability, Venn 
diagrams, Discrete random variables, Normal distribution, 
Binomial distribution, Conditional probability, Regression line x on 
y, Bayes’ Theorem, Continuous random variables 

• Calculus: Introduction to limits, differentiation of polynomials and 
basic trigonometric functions, equations of tangents and normal, 
Definite integrals, Chain, product and quotient rules, Kinematics, 
Indefinite integration and integration by substitution methods, 
Numerical methods, Understanding of limits, Differentiation from 
first principles, L’Hopital’s Rule, Implicit differentiation, Related 
rates and optimisation, Derivatives of more complex functions, 
Integration by parts, Volumes of revolution, First order differential 
equations, Maclaurin expansions

Mathematics: Applications and Intepretation 
(HL and SL)

This course recognizes the increasing role that mathematics and 
technology play in a diverse range of fields in a data-rich world. 
As such, it emphasizes the meaning of mathematics in context 
by focusing on topics that are often used as applications or in 
mathematical modelling. To give this understanding a firm base, 
this course also includes topics that are traditionally part of a pre-
university mathematics course such as calculus and statistics.

Unlike the Mathematics : Analysis and Approaches course, the 
Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation course makes 
extensive use of technology to allow students to explore and construct 
mathematical models. Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation 
will develop mathematical thinking, often in the context of a practical 
problem and using technology to justify conjectures. This course is 
aimed at students who are likely to go into Social Sciences, Natural 
Sciences, bio-medicines, etc.
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Specific Content (the topics in italics are the additional topics required to study at the HL):

• Number & Algebra: Sequences and Series, Indices and Logarithms, Approximations and solving systems of linear and polynomial equations, 
Complex numbers, Matrices, Eigenvalues and Eigenvectors

• Functions: Equations of straight lines, Curve Sketching, Modelling, Inverse and composite functions, Transformations of functions, Linearizing 
data

• Geometry & Trigonometry: Coordinate geometry, Volume and surface areas of 3D shapes, Trigonometry, Bearings, Circles, Radians, Vectors, 
Graph Theory

• Statistics & Probability: Classification of data, sampling, Presentation of data, Measures of central tendency and dispersion, Linear 
correlation, Introduction to probability, Venn diagrams, Discrete random variables, Normal distribution, Binomial distribution, Spearman’s rank 
correlation coefficient, Hypothesis testing, Chi Square test, Reliability and validity tests, Non-linear regression, Interpolation and extrapolation, 
Linear transformation of a single random variable, Sample means and the central limit theorem, Confidence intervals, Poisson Distribution, 
Type I and II errors and Transition matrices

• Calculus: Introduction to limits, differentiation of polynomials functions, equations of tangents and normal, Definite integrals, numerical 
methods, Derivatives of basic trigonometric functions, Chain, product and quotient rules, related rates of change, Volumes of revolution, 
Kinematics, First order differential equations

The following diagram compares the two courses (at either level). It will give students more information as to which course suits their needs. 
The vertical scale represents the suggested number of hours to be allocated (subject to change) to the study of a topic. The topic Statistics and 
Probability is prominent in the Mathematics – Applications and Interpretation course whilst Calculus, is prominent in the Mathematics – Analysis 
and Approaches course.



TRINITY GRAMMAR SCHOOL  GUIDE TO COURSES  YEARS 11 & 12 63

GROUP 5 | MATHEMATICS

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE  MATHEMATICS - 
APPLICATIONS & INTERPRETATION SL ONLY %

External Graphics display calculator required in all Papers
A formula booklet for this course will be supplied in 

the Examination
Paper 1 | 90 mins 

Compulsory short-response questions based on the 
syllabus. 

(80 marks)
Paper 2  | 90 mins

Compulsory extended-response questions based on 
the syllabus. (80 marks)

 

40
 
 

40

external assessment | written exam | 3hrs 80

Internal This component is internally assessed by the 
teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the 

end of the course.
Mathematical  exploration

Internal assessment in Mathematics is an individual 
exploration. This is a piece of written work that 
involves investigating an area of mathematics | 

20 marks

20

internal assessment 20

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE  MATHEMATICS - 
APPLICATIONS & INTERPRETATION HL ONLY %

External Graphics display calculator required in all Papers
A formula booklet for this course will be supplied in 

the Examination
Paper 1 (120 minutes)

Compulsory short-response questions based on the 
syllabus.

(110 marks)
Paper 2 (120 minutes)

Compulsory extended-response questions based on 
the syllabus.
(110 marks)

Paper 3 (60 minutes)
Two compulsory extended response problem-

solving questions. 
(55 marks)

 

30
 
 

30

20

external assessment | written exam | 5hrs 80

Internal This component is internally assessed by the 
teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the 

end of the course.
Mathematical  exploration

Internal assessment in Mathematics is an individual 
exploration. This is a piece of written work that 
involves investigating an area of mathematics | 

20 marks

20

internal assessment 20

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE  MATHEMATICS - 
ANALYSIS & APPROACHES SL ONLY %

External A formula booklet for this course will be supplied in 
the Examination

Paper 1 | 90 mins   No technology allowed 
(80 marks)
Section A

Compulsory short-response questions based on the 
syllabus.

Section B
Compulsory extended-response questions based on 

the syllabus.
Paper 2  | 90 mins  Technology required. (80 marks)

Section A
Compulsory short-response questions based on the 

syllabus.
Section B

Compulsory extended-response questions based on 
the syllabus

 

40
 
 

40

external assessment | written exam | 3hrs 80

Internal This component is internally assessed by the teacher 
and externally moderated by the IB at the end of the 

course.
Mathematical  exploration

Internal assessment in Mathematics is an individual 
exploration. This is a piece of written work that 
involves investigating an area of mathematics | 

20 marks

20

internal assessment 20

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE  MATHEMATICS - 
ANALYSIS & APPROACHES HL ONLY %

External A formula booklet for this course will be supplied in 
the Examination

Paper 1 | 120 mins   No technology allowed 

Compulsory short-response questions based on the 
syllabus.

(110 marks)
Paper 2 (120 minutes)  Technology required.

Compulsory extended-response questions based on 
the syllabus.
(110 marks)

Paper 3 (60 minutes)  Technology required.
Two compulsory extended response problem-

solving questions. 
(55 marks)

30
 
 

30

20

external assessment | written exam | 5hrs 80

Internal This component is internally assessed by the 
teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the 

end of the course.
Mathematical  exploration

Internal assessment in Mathematics is an individual 
exploration. This is a piece of written work that 
involves investigating an area of mathematics | 

20 marks

20

internal assessment 20
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY IN A GLOBAL SOCIETY 
(A GROUP 3 SUBJECT)

Information Technology in a Global Society (ITGS) is a course that 
investigates how people are affected by systems already in use 
and those planned for the future. It explores the advantages and 
disadvantages of the access and use of digitized information at the 
local and global level.

COURSE AIMS

• enable the student to evaluate social and ethical considerations 
arising from the widespread use of IT by individuals, families, 
communities, organizations and societies at the local and global 
level

• develop the student’s understanding of the capabilities of current 
and emerging IT systems and to evaluate their impact on a range 
of stakeholders

• enable students to apply their knowledge of existing IT systems 
to various scenarios and to make informed judgments about the 
effects of IT developments on them

• encourage students to use their knowledge of IT systems and 
practical IT skills to justify IT solutions for a specified client or 
end-user.

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE SL %

External Paper 1 | 1 hr 30 mins  | 40 marks
Five structured questions that assess in an 

integrated way the three strands of the syllabus.
• Social and ethical significance

• Application to specific scenarios
• IT systems

Students answer three of five structured questions 
on any of the SL/HL core topics.

Paper 2  | 1 hr 15 mins | 26 marks
This paper consists of one unseen article.

Students are required to write a response to this 
article.

40

30

external assessment | written exam | 3hrs 70

Internal This component is internally assessed by the 
teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the 

end of the course.
Project (30 hours)

The development of an original IT product for a 
specified client. Students must produce:
• a cover page using prescribed format

• an original IT product
• documentation supporting the product (word limit 

2,000 words). | 30 marks

30

internal assessment 30

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE HL %

External Paper 1 | 2 hr 15 mins 
Seven structured questions in three sections that 

assess in an integrated way the three strands of the 
syllabus.

• Social and ethical significance
• Application to specific scenarios

• IT systems
Section A

Students answer two of three structured questions 
on any of the SL/HL core topics.

Section B
Students answer one of four structured questions 

based on topic 3.10, “IT systems in organizations”.
Section C

Students answer one of two structured questions 
based on topic 3.11, “Robotics,artificial intelligence 

and expert systems”.
Paper 2  | 1 hr 15 mins 

This paper consists of one unseen article.
Students are required to write a response to this 

article
Paper 3  | 1 hr 15 mins  

Four questions based on a pre-seen case study.

35

20

25

external assessment | written exam | 4 hrs 45 minutes 80

Internal This component is internally assessed by the 
teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the 

end of the course.
Project (30 hours)

The development of an original IT product for a 
specified client. Students must produce:
• a cover page using prescribed format

• an original IT product
• documentation supporting the product (word limit 

2,000 words). | 30 marks
• a screencast

20

internal assessment 20
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COURSE AIMS

The course in Film aims to develop students skills so that they become 
adept in both interpreting and making film texts. Through the study 
and analysis of film texts and exercises in film-making, the course 
explores film history, theory and their socio-economic contexts. 
The course develops students’ critical abilities, enabling them to 
appreciate the multiplicity of cultural and historical perspectives in 
film. To achieve an international understanding within the world of 
film, students are taught to consider film texts, theories and ideas 
from the points of view of different individuals, nations and cultures.
Students also develop the professional and technical skills (including 
organisational skills) needed to express themselves creatively in 
film. The course emphasizes the importance of working individually 
and as a member of a group. A challenge for students following this 
course is to become aware of their own perspectives and biases 
and to learn to respect those of others. This requires willingness to 
attempt to understand alternative views, to respect and appreciate 
cultural diversity, and to have an open and critical mind.
In addition, the course is designed to promote:
• an appreciation and understanding of film as a complex and 

unique art form
• an ability to formulate stories and ideas in film terms
• the practical and technical skills of production
• critical evaluation of film productions by the student and others
• a knowledge of film-making traditions in more than one country

CURRICULUM MODEL OVERVIEW

The film syllabus consists of the following core areas of study:
1.   READING FILM
Students understand how meaning is constructed within and through 
film texts and are able to view their production within a broader 
framework. Students will be able to identify how film uses a range of 
film elements to represent experiences and stories. 
2.  CONTEXTUALISING FILM
Students understand how film has evolved and developed across 
time, space and culture. This means exploring and analysing films 
from a variety of cultural and theoretical contexts and make links 
and identify relationships between individual and collective cinematic 
experiences. 
3.  EXPLORING FILM PRODUCTION ROLES
Students are required to explore various film production roles 
through engagement with all phases of the filmmaking process. This 
requires creativity, imagination and problem-solving skills, as well 
as meticulous organisational skills. Students will work through initial 
creative exercises to more substantial projects. 
4.  COLLABORATIVELY PRODUCING FILM (HL ONLY)
HL students will need to build on the subject matter, skills and 
experiences encountered in the other core syllabus areas and engage 
in a process of synthesis. This task requires creative cooperation, 
team work, open mindedness and problem solving to successfully 
take original films from inception to completion. 
All four areas will be taught through the IB inquiry cycle approach 
to teaching and learning through phases of Inquiry, Action and 
Reflection. 

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE

Candidates will be expected to demonstrate:
• An understanding of the variety of ways film creates meaning
• An understanding and effective use of appropriate film language
• Originality and creativity in developing an idea through the various 

stages from conception to finished production
• Technical skills and an appropriate use of available technology
• The ability to draw together their knowledge, skills, research and 

experience, and apply them analytically to evaluate film texts
• A critical understanding of the historical, theoretical, socio-

cultural, economic and institutional contexts of film in more than 
one country

• The ability to reflect upon and evaluate film production processes 
and completed film texts.

ASSESSMENT SL% HL%

External Textual Analysis
Students demonstrate their knowledge of 
how meaning is constructed in film. This 
is done through a written analysis of a 
prescribed film text based on a chosen 
extract from that film. Students should 
consider the cultural context of the film and 
a variety of film elements. 

Students submit an analysis of 1750 words 
and a list of all sources used. 

30 20

External Comparative Study
Students carry out research into a 
chosen area of film focus, identifying and 
comparing two films from within that area 
and presenting their discoveries as a 
recorded multimedia comparative study. 

Students submit a recorded multimedia 
comparative study (10 mins max) and a list 
of all sources used. 

30 20

Internal Film Portfolio
Students undertake a variety of film-making 
exercises in three film production roles, 
led by clearly defined filmmaker intentions. 
They acquire and develop practical skills 
and techniques through participation in film 
exercises, experiments and the creation of 
at least one completed film. 
Students submit a written portfolio of 9 
pages max, three per film role and a list 
of all sources used as well as a film reel 
of 9 mins max, 3 minutes max per film 
production role, including one completed 
film. 

40 25

Internal Collaborative Film Project (HL only)
Making clear links to films and film-makers 
they have encountered, and skills and 
techniques acquired, students at HL work 
collaboratively in a core production team to 
plan and create an original completed film.
Students submit a project report (2000 
words max) and a list of all sources used 
and a completed film (7 mins max)

35

100 100

GROUP 6 | OPTIONS

FILM
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MUSIC

The IBD Music Course is designed to help students to come to 
understand music as a means of personal and communal identity 
and expression, which embodies the social and cultural values of 
individuals and communities.  It provides a vibrant musical education 
that fosters curiosity and openness with both familiar and unfamiliar 
music.  Students will explore the similarities, differences and links 
between music of our own culture and that of others across time.
The Music course provides an excellent foundation for further musical 
study at the tertiary level, whilst encouraging students to develop the 
qualities recognised in the IBD learner profile.

COURSE AIMS

It aims to enable students to enjoy lifelong engagement with the 
arts; to express ideas with confidence and competence; to develop 
perceptual and analytical skills; and to develop their knowlege and 
potential as musicians, both personally and collaboratively.

COURSE OUTLINE

Standard Level
• Create a portfolio of work samples completed in class
• Study a variety of musical cultures in local, global and personal 

contexts
• Experiment with composition and performance in a variety of 

contexts
• Present work reflective of researching, creating and performing 

Higher Level
• Create a portfolio of work samples completed in class
• Study a variety of musical cultures in local, global and personal 

contexts
• Experiment with composition and performance in a variety of 

contexts
• Present work reflective of researching, creating and performing
• Create a Multimedia presentation documenting their real-life 

project

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE HL %

External Exploring Music in context (Portfolio)

Presenting Music (Performance & Composition)

20

30

External Assessment 50

Internal Experimentation Report

Multimedia Presentation 

20

30

Internal Assessment 50

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE SL %

External Exploring Music in context (Portfolio)

Presenting Music (Excerpts)

30

40

External Assessment 70

Internal Experimentation Report 30

Internal Assessment 30

OVERVIEW OF BOTH COURSES

SL HL
Exploring music in context | Portfolio 
(max. 2,400 words)

External 30% 20%

Experimenting with music | 
Experimentation Report

Internal 30% 20%

Presenting music | compositions, 
performances, improvisations, 
programme notes

External 40% 30%

The contemporary music-marker 
| Multimedia Presentation (max. 
15mins)

Internal   NA 30%

100% 100%
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THEATRE

Theatre is a dynamic, collaborative and live art form which results 
in the building of confidence and creativity and the development of 
both theatre and life skills.  It gives students the opportunity to make 
theatre as creators, designers, directors and performers. It offers the 
opportunity to engage actively in the creative process, transforming 
ideas into action as inquisitive and productive artists. 
Theatre enables students to discover and engage with different 
forms of theatre across time, place and culture and promotes 
international-mindedness. In the end, through processes of 
researching, creating, preparing, presenting and critically reflecting 
on theatre- as participants and audience members, students gain a 
richer understanding of themselves, their community and the world.

COURSE AIMS

Along with the general arts aims of the IBD, specific aims for Theatre 
are:
• Explore theatre in a variety of contexts and understand how these 

contexts inform practice (theatre in context).
• Understand and engage in the processes of transforming ideas 

into action (theatre processes)
• Develop and apply theatre production, presentation and 

performance skills, working independently and collaboratively 
(presenting theatre) and

• For HL only, understand and appreciate the relationship between 
theory and practice (theatre in context, theatre processes and 
presenting theatre)

COURSE OUTLINE

The Theatre syllabus at SL and HL consists of three equal and 
interrelated areas: Presenting Theatre, Theatre in Context and 
Theatre Processes. Students approach these areas from the 
perspectives of the specialist theatre roles of creator, designer, 
director and performer. 

Presenting Theatre addresses the staging and presentation of 
theatre as well as the presentation of ideas, research and discoveries 
through diverse modes of presentation, both practical and written. 

Theatre processes addresses the students’ exploration of the skills, 
techniques and processes involved in theatre making. 

Theatre in Context investigates the theoretical contexts that inform 
different world theatre practices as well as understanding the context 
that influence, inform and inspire their own word as theatre makers. 

In practice, classroom instruction and activities revolve around 
working with play texts, examining world theatre traditions and 
collaboratively creating original theatre. 

HL has an extra option of creating theatre based on a specfic 
dramatic form or convention.
 

ASSESSMENT SL% HL%

External Assessment

Task 1: Solo Theatre Piece (HL only)

Students at HL research a theatre theorist they 
have not previously studied, identify an aspect 
of their theory and create and present a solo 
theatre piece (4-8 minutes) based on this aspect 
of theory

N/A 35

Task 2: Director’s Notebook (SL and HL)

Students at SL and HL choose a published 
play text they have not previously studied and 
develop ideas regarding how the entire play 
could be staged for an audience

35 20

Task 3: Research Presentation (SL and HL)

Students at SL and HL plan and deliver an 
individual presentation (15 minutes maximum) to 
their peers in which they present and physically 
demonstrate their research into a convention 
of a theatre tradition they have not previously 
studied. 

30 20

Internal Assessment

Task 4: Collaborative Project (SL and HL)

Students at HL and SL collaboratively create 
and present an original piece of theatre (lasting 
13-15 minutes) for and to a specified target 
audience, created from a starting point of their 
choice. 

35 25

100 100
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VISUAL ARTS

The Visual Arts are an integral part of everyday life, permeating 
all levels of human creativity, expression, communication and 
understanding. They range from traditional forms embedded in local 
and wider communities, societies and cultures, to the varied and 
divergent practices associated with new, emerging and contemporary 
forms of visual language. They may have sociopolitical impact as 
well as ritual, spiritual, decorative and functional value; they can 
be persuasive and subversive in some instances, enlightening and 
uplifting in others.
The Visual Arts course encourages students to challenge their own 
creative and cultural expectations and boundaries. It is a thought-
provoking course in which students develop analytical skills in 
problem-solving and divergent thinking, while working towards 
technical proficiency and confidence as art-makers. In addition to 
exploring and comparing visual arts from different perspectives and 
in different contexts, students are expected to engage in, experiment 
with and critically reflect upon a wide range of contemporary practices 
and media. 

COURSE AIMS

The aims of the programme in Visual Arts are to enable students to :
• Enjoy lifelong engagement with the arts
• Become informed, reflective and critical practitioners in the arts
• Understand the dynamic and changing nature of the arts
• Explore and value the diversity of the arts across time, place and 

cultures
• Express ideas with confidence and competence 
• Develop perceptual and analytical skills 
• Make artwork that is influenced by personal and cultural contexts
• Become informed and critical observers and makers of visual arts 

and media
• Develop skills, techniques and processes in order to communicate 

concepts and ideas

PROGRAMME OUTLINE

Core areas: Students are required to understand the relationship 
between these (3) areas and how each area informs and impacts 
their work in visual arts.
Throughout the course students at both SL and HL level are 
required to maintain a visual arts journal. Students can work in 
two dimensional (drawing, painting, printmaking, graphics), three 
dimensional (sculpture, designed objects, site specific, textiles) or 
lens based, electronic and screen based forms (time based and 
sequential art, lens media, digital/screen based).

Visual arts in context Visual arts 
methods

Communicating visual 
arts

Starting with a structured inquiry in the unit titled Document, 
Deconstruct & Reinvent, students explore the world of contemporary 
art making practice and the components of the IB course. This is 
followed by a less structured but guided inquiry in the unit Logos 
which invites students to explore their own ideas within certain 
constraints. The course then allows students to develop a more 
independent inquiry process for the duration of the course. As a 
major component of this course, students are required to engage 
with a range of exhibitions and curatorial practices. Trinity is fortunate 
to have the Delmar Gallery and this close proximity allows us to 
engage a number of artists in residency programs throughout each 
year, including special artist talks and workshops at the gallery 
itself. Students are encouraged to develop a broad knowledge of 
contemporary art that informs their own practice.

Part 1: Comparative Study

Th
eo

re
tic

al
 p

ra
ct

ic
e

Examine and 
compare the 
work of artists 
from different 
times, places and 
cultures using a 
range of critical 
methodologies.

Look at different 
techniques for 
making art, how 
techniques have 
evolved and 
processes involved

Explore ways of 
communicating 
through visual and 
written means. 
Make artistic 
choices about 
how to effectively 
communicate 
knowledge and 
understanding

Part 2: Process Portfolio

A
rt-

m
ak

in
g 
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ac
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Make art through 
a process of 
investigation, 
thinking critically 
and experimenting 
with techniques. 
Apply identified 
techniques to their 
own developing 
works.

Experiment with 
diverse media 
and explore 
techniques for 
making art. 
Develop concepts 
through processes 
that are informed 
by skills techniques 
and media.

Produce a body of 
artwork through 
a process of 
reflection and 
evaluation, 
showing a 
synthesis of skill, 
media and concept.

Part 3: Exhibition

C
ur

at
or

ia
l p

ra
ct

ic
e

Develop an 
informed response 
to work and 
exhibitions they 
have seen and 
experienced. Begin 
to formulate 
personal 
intentions for 
creating and 
displaying their 
own artworks.

Evaluate how 
their ongoing work 
communicates 
meaning and 
purpose. Consider 
the nature of 
“exhibition” and 
think about 
the process of 
selection and 
the potential 
impact of their 
work on different 
audiences.

Select and present 
resolved works 
for exhibition. 
Explain the ways 
in which the works 
are connected. 
Discuss how 
artistic judgements 
impact the overall 
presentation

ASSESSMENT

Component Weighting Assess HL SL

Compartive 
Study

20% External As for SL plus 
a reflection 
of how their 
work has been 
influenced 
by the works 
studied. 3-5 
screens

Compare 
minimum 3 
artworks by 
minimum 2 
artists. 10-15 
screens.

Process 
Portfolio

40% External 13-25 screens 
(from journal). 
Submitted 
works should 
be in at least 3 
different forms

9-18 screens 
(from journal). 
Submitted 
works should 
be in at least  2 
different forms

Exhibition 40% Internal 7-10 pieces 
with exhibition 
text for each. 
A curatorial 
rationale (700 
word min)

4-7 pieces with 
exhibition text 
for each. A cu-
ratorial rationale 
(400 word min)
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THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE EXTENDED ESSAY

COURSE SUMMARY

The Extended Essay is defined as an individual and in-depth 
exploration of a specific research question, determined by the 
student with some guidance from their Extended Essay supervisor. 
This research question will be based on one of the six IB subject 
groups, or within the World Studies option, which allows for the 
research question to be explored through the lenses of two different 
disciplines. 

Its purpose is to provide students with an opportunity to engage in 
meaningful, independent research at an introductory level. Emphasis 
is placed on the process of engaging in personal research, on the 
communication of ideas and information in a logical and coherent 
manner, and on the overall presentation.  This is an academic 
engagement with a topic worthy of investigation. 

Each student is required to submit an essay proposal mid-way 
through Term 3 of Year 11 of the IB, to expedite the organisation of 
boys into subject categories and the allocation of supervisors. The 
supervisor acts as their mentor over the writing and researching 
period commencing at the same time as the submission of the 
proposal. 

COURSE OUTLINE

The timeline of tasks includes a series of Reflections that are 
submitted with the final Essay providing evidence of engagement 
with the research and writing process. The students undertake 
three reflection sessions with their supervisor, which includes a 
short, concluding interview, or viva voce, after the completion of 
the Extended Essay. Also included in the writing process is the 
submission of a 1500-word draft at the beginning of Term 4 of Year 
11, to give the students time to consolidate their research and begin 
writing that will continue during the December holidays. 

Following an interview with the supervisor halfway through Term 4 
of Year 11, students continue to work on the essay until the first full 
draft of 4000 words is due at the start of Term 1 of Year 12. This is 
when the supervisor provides a detailed review of the student’s work, 
allowing the remainder of Term 1 for further refinement. The final, 
polished Extended Essay will be submitted at the commencement 
of Term 2 of Year 12 and sent to external IB markers.  They are 
graded using General and Subject Assessment criteria published by 
the International Baccalaureate Organisation: 

Assessment Criteria: 
• Criterion A: focus and method (6 marks)
• Criterion B: knowledge and understanding (6 marks)
• Criterion C: critical thinking (12 marks)
• Criterion D: presentation (4 marks)
• Criterion E: engagement. (6 marks)
• TOTAL= 34

GRADE BOUNDARIES

Grade Mark
A 27-34

B 21-26
C 14-20
D 7-13
E 0-6

COURSE AIMS

The aims of the TOK course are to:
• to encourage students to reflect on the central question, “How do 

we know that?”, and to recognize the value of asking that question 
• To expose students to ambiguity, uncertainty and questions with 

multiple plausible answers 
• to equip students to effectively navigate and make sense of the 

world, and help prepare them to encounter novel and complex 
situations 

• to encourage students to be more aware of their own perspectives 
and to reflect critically on their own beliefs and assumptions 

• to engage students with multiple perspectives, foster open-
mindedness and develop intercultural understanding 

• to encourage students to make connections between academic 
disciplines by exploring underlying concepts and by identifying 
similarities and differences in the methods of inquiry used in 
different areas of knowledge 

• to prompt students to consider the importance of values, 
responsibilities and ethical concerns relating to the production, 
acquisition, application and communication of knowledge

COURSE OUTLINE

Core theme: Knowledge and the knower 
This theme provides an opportunity for students to reflect on 
themselves as knowers and thinkers, and on the different communities 
of knowers to which we belong.
Optional Themes
Students are required to study two optional themes from the following 
five options. 
• Knowledge and technology 
• Knowledge and language 
• Knowledge and politics 
• Knowledge and religion 
• Knowledge and indigenous societies 
Areas of Knowledge

Students are required to study the following five areas of knowledge:
• History 
• The human sciences 
• The natural sciences 
• The arts 
• Mathematics 

ASSESSMENT OUTLINE %

External One essay selected from a list of six titles prescribed by 
the IBO for each examination session.

67

external assessment 67

Internal 
An exhibition exploring how TOK manifests in the world 

around us. This component is internally assessed by the 
teacher and externally moderated by the IBO at the end 

of the course. 

33

internal assessment 33
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CONTACT US

ACADEMIC DEAN

Mrs Deborah Williams 02 9581 6135 dwilliams@trinity.nsw.edu.au

HEAD OF THE SENIOR SCHOOL

Dr Heath De Lany 02 9581 6167 hdelany@trinity.nsw.edu.au 

DEPUTY HEAD OF THE SENIOR SCHOOL

Mr Andrew Yarad 02 9581 6005 ayarad@trinity.nsw.edu.au  

DIRECTOR OF CURRICULUM

Mr Andrew Scott 02 9581 6120 arscott@trinity.nsw.edu.au

HEADS OF FACULTY

Dr Chris Thanopoulos Christian Studies 02 9581 6149 cthanopoulos@trinity.nsw.edu.au 

Mr Brendan Duhigg Drama 02 9581 6131 bduhigg@trinity.nsw.edu.au 

Mr Kai Ikeuchi Economics 02 9581 6090 kikeuchi@trinity.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Norma Kamhieh English 02 9581 6036 nkamhieh@trinity.nsw.edu.au

Mr Adrian Shipp Geography 02 9581 6290 ashipp@trinity.nsw.edu.au

Mr Matthew Miller History 02 9581 6114 mmiller@trinity.nsw.edu.au

Mr Ashley Lucas Languages 02 9581 6082 alucas@trinity.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Stephanie Gaspari Library Services 02 9581 6038 sgaspari@trinity.nsw.edu.au 

Mr Edward Habkouk Mathematics 02 9581 6056 ehabkouk@trinity.nsw.edu.au

Mr Michael McGregor Music 02 9581 6134 mmcgregor@trinity.nsw.edu.au 

Mr Andrew Payne (Acting) PDHPE 02 9581 6041 apayne@trinity.nsw.edu.au 

Mr Timothy Nurcombe Science 02 9581 6089 tnurcombe@trinity.nsw.edu.au 

Mr Carlos Ramos TAS 02 9581 6016 cramos@trinity.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Nicole DeLosa Visual Arts 02 9581 6059 ndelosa@trinity.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Renee Culgan Trinity Education Support Services 02 9581 6180 rculgan@trinity.nsw.edu.au 

CAREERS AND STUDENT PATHWAYS ADVISOR 

Ms Susan Draysey 02 9581 6040 careers@trinity.nsw.edu.au
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