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The transition from Year 7 to Year 8 begins a student’s programme 
for the award of Stage 5 grades at the completion of Year 10. It 
lays the foundation of discipline specific thinking skills and robust 
learning dispositions for senior studies in Years 11 and 12. 

At Trinity Grammar School, Year 8 is characterised by a learning 
culture of increasing academic challenge. Expectations for 
students to focus with diligence upon their studies are set early. 
Encouragement and clear pathways to reach high standards of 
personal achievement are provided through a strong process of 
feedback and conversation between students, teachers, tutors, 
Middle School House Masters and parents. 

A range of approaches enable every student to understand and 
embrace his personal points of academic challenge. Students work 
with their teachers to set appropriate individual goals for learning 
growth. Honours classes in selected subjects provide opportunities 
for students who continue to demonstrate potential to achieve at 
high levels in these areas. Support classes and strategies provide 
appropriate avenues to meet specific education needs and ensure 
continued learning growth.  

Year 8 is an exciting part of the learning journey at Trinity. Students 
have developed specific skills and deepened understanding in 
core subjects, enabling more sophisticated application to authentic 
questions and problems. It is also the first point at which a student 
may begin to shape his own academic journey by choosing a 
Language elective. I wish every Year 8 student the joy of embracing 
many learning challenges and celebrating abundant learning 
success. 

Deborah Williams
Academic Dean
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SUBJECT SELECTION PROCESS

MANDATORY SUBJECTS

The following subjects form the Core curriculum of compulsory 
studies for Years 8, 9 and 10 at Trinity Grammar School:

• Christian Studies
• English
• Geography
• History
• Language (Elective)*
• Mathematics
• Music*
• Personal Development Health and Physical Education
• Science
• Technology*
• Visual Arts*

*Compulsory for Year 8 only.

LANGUAGE ELECTIVE

Students must choose one Language (Classical or Modern) Elective 
for Year 8. The strong tradition of Language teaching at Trinity 
encourages many students to continue with the study of one or 
more Languages into Years 9 and 10. However, Language study 
is only mandatory for Year 8 and at the end of Year 8, students will 
be given the opportunity to discontinue their Language and choose 
other Elective options for Years 9 and 10. 

Language Electives from which students may choose are shown in 
the following table. 

Elective Languages

French
German
Latin
Chinese

* Classical Greek (additional & out of school timetable)

In selecting their Language, students are encouraged to choose 
that which interests them and in which they will work hard to meet 
the range of challenges offered to them.

MAKING THE LANGUAGE ELECTIVE SELECTION

Students are asked to make their Language Elective selection in 
consultation with their parents. Selections should be made online by 
the designated due date to ensure best opportunity for placement in 
the selected Language.

It is important that students choose their Language Elective 
carefully and wisely.  Parents and students are encouraged to read 
the information provided in this booklet and consult the Head of 
Languages. 
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The Christian Studies syllabus is designed to help students come 
to know the God of the Bible through faith in Jesus Christ. The 
syllabus aims to demonstrate how the Bible makes the best sense 
of the world around us, life’s purpose and our wider responsibility. It 
aims to teach skills of reading Biblical texts as well as applying them 
and understanding their implications. It also aims to develop critical 
thinking skills and the ability to synthesise ideas. The Christian 
studies syllabus thereby supports the School’s vision to enable 
students to grow in wisdom, stature and favour with God and man.

The year begins with a study of the character of God as revealed 
in the Old and New Testaments. This is followed by an exploration 
of the rich concept of wisdom in the book of Proverbs and how 
Jesus Christ displays God’s wisdom.  The year concludes with an 
examination of Jesus’ distinctive teaching in the Sermon on the 
Mount (Matthew 5-7).

CHRISTIAN STUDIESMANDATORY
COURSES
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ENGLISH

English in Years 8

The aim of English in Stage 4 is to enable students to understand 
and use language effectively, appreciate, reflect on and enjoy the 
English language in a variety of texts, and to shape meaning in 
ways that are imaginative, interpretive, critical and powerful.

Objectives

Skills, knowledge and understanding
Through responding to and composing a wide range of texts and 
through the close study of texts, students will develop knowledge, 
understanding and skills in order to communicate through speaking, 
listening, reading, writing, viewing and representing. They will also 
learn to appreciate the significance of the intended audience and 
the way in which language shapes meaning through imaginative, 
creative, interpretive and critical expression.

Values and attitudes
Students will learn to value the benefits to be gained from a love 
of English, literature and learning and the power that language 
provides to explore and express views of themselves as well as the 
social, cultural, ethical, moral, spiritual and aesthetic dimensions 
of human experiences. Students will also develop an appreciation 
of effective communication and the role of language in developing 
positive interaction and co-operation with others, thereby 
providing them with the independence to be gained from thinking 
imaginatively, creatively, interpretively and critically.

Texts
In each Year of Stage 4 students study examples of:
spoken texts

• print texts
• visual texts
• media, multimedia and digital texts

Across each stage, the selection of texts gives students experience 
of:

• texts which are widely regarded as quality literature
• a widely defined Australian literature including texts that give 

insight into Aboriginal experiences in Australia
• a wide range of literary texts from other countries and times, 

including poetry, drama scripts, prose fiction and picture books
• texts written about intercultural experiences
• texts that provide insights about the peoples and cultures of 

Asia
• every-day and workplace texts
• a wide range of cultural, social and gender perspectives, 

popular and youth cultures
• texts that include aspects of environmental and social 

sustainability
• nonfiction, picture books, graphic novels
• an appropriate range of digital texts, including film, media and 

multimedia

Cross-curriculum priorities
• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures
• Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia
• Sustainability

General capabilities 
• Critical and creative thinking
• Ethical understanding
• Information and communication technology capability
• Intercultural understanding
• Literacy
• Numeracy
• Personal and social capability

Other learning across the curriculum area:
• Civics and citizenship
• Difference and diversity
• Work and enterprise
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HISTORY

Why learn History?

To not know what happened before you were born is to remain 
forever a child.

• History builds on our innate curiosity about the past.  It 
provides the basis for inquiry into our personal, community, 
national and international heritage.

• History helps us to understand the complex nature of society:  
of people, problems, issues and institutions that have shaped 
our cultural heritage.

• History develops a sense of historical perspective.  This 
involves a sense of time, an understanding of cause and effect 
and an appreciation of the interaction of past and present.

• History can help young people to develop a personal scale 
of values and a sense of responsibility to themselves and 
society.

• History provides an understanding of both national and 
international affairs.   This is particularly important in a world 
constantly shrinking by developments in communication and 
transportation.

• History is a recognised discipline which utilises and develops 
the fundamental skills of reading, writing, speaking, listening, 
research and observation.  In the process it draws on many 
fields of enquiry.

• History enables students to cope with the demands of 
an increasingly technological society by encouraging the 
cultivation of balance, judgement, objectivity and flexibility.

• History plays a significant role in meeting the need for every 
Australian to know about, value and be able to participate 
effectively in the institutions and processes that characterise 
Australian society.

• History is of interest to people of all ages.  History is 
everybody’s story.   It can contribute to the education of all 
students of all abilities.

Aims - Stage 4 HISTORY PROGRAMME *

• Help students to understand, and empathise with, human 
activity through the pursuit of historical knowledge.

• Ensure that students’ historical knowledge is firmly founded 
in an understanding of the nature of evidence and use of 
historical sources both primary and secondary.

• Promote an understanding of the nature of cause and 
consequence; continuity and change; similarity and difference; 
progress and regression.

• Develop skills of investigation, evaluation and communication; 
using historical knowledge and understanding and relevant 
evidence to create appropriate historical texts, including ICT, 
for different audiences.

• Stimulate an enthusiasm for the past, providing a basis for 
further study and the pursuit of personal interest.

• Help students, through a study of Australian history, to 
understand and participate in the institutions and processes 
that characterise Australian society.

• Promote an understanding of the modern world.

Principal Focus 

The Ancient World to the Modern World

The Stage 4 curriculum provides a study of the nature of history 
and historical sources, both archaeological and written. Students 
investigate ancient history from the time of the earliest human 
communities to the end of the ancient period (approximately 60 
000 BC - c.AD 650). It was a period defined by the development 
of cultural practices and organised societies, including Australia, 
Egypt, Greece, Rome, India and China. 

Students study a range of depth studies from the end of the 
ancient period to the beginning of the modern period (c. AD 650 
- c. 1750). During this period, major civilisations around the world 
came into contact with each other.  Social, economic, religious and 
political beliefs were often challenged and significantly changed, 
underpinning the shaping of the modern world.

Topic Area to be Covered IN YEAR 8

1 The Ancient World Depth Study 1: Investigating the 
Ancient Past

2 The Ancient World Depth Study 2: The 
Mediterranean World – Ancient Rome

3 The Ancient World Depth Study 3: The Asian World 
- Ancient China 

4 The Ancient to Modern World Depth Study 4: The 
Western & Islamic World - Medieval Europe 

5 The Ancient to Modern World Depth Study 5:  The 
Asia-Pacific World – Japan under the Shoguns

6 The Ancient to Modern World Depth Study 6: 
Expanding Contacts Aboriginal and Indigenous 
Peoples, Colonisation and Contact History

*  The Stage 4 History programme is undertaken and completed in 
Year 8. 
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MATHEMATICS

The aim of Mathematics  is to develop students’ mathematical 
thinking, understanding, competence and confidence in the 
application of mathematics, their creativity, enjoyment and 
appreciation for the subject, and their engagement in lifelong 
learning. All students study Mathematics in 7 – 10 (i.e. Stage 4 and 
5).

COURSE CONTENT AND OVERVIEW

The aims of the syllabus are for students to:
• engage in learning experiences that reflect a sequential and 

logical approach to learning in Mathematics 
• learn at a level of challenge appropriate to their needs 
• develop their skills in Working Mathematically in an integrated 

way

There are three content strands and these include: 

Number and Algebra where students
• develop efficient strategies for numerical calculation, 

recognise patterns, describe relationships and apply algebraic 
techniques and generalisation

Measurement and Geometry where students
• identify, visualise and quantify measures and the attributes 

of shapes and objects, and explore measurement concepts 
and geometric relationships, applying formulas, strategies and 
geometric reasoning in the solution of problems

Statistics and Probability where students

• collect, represent, analyse, interpret and evaluate data, assign 
and use probabilities, and make sound judgements

New topics such as transformations on the Cartesian plane, Venn 
Diagrams and bivariate data analysis are introduced in Stage 5.2 
and 5.3 and for most this will be core work. 

The Working Mathematically strand has five components, namely 
Communicating, Problem Solving, Reasoning, Understanding 
and Fluency and these are embedded in each sub-strand along 
with specific outcomes for Communicating, Problem Solving and 
Reasoning. 

Broadly, students develop understanding and fluency in 
mathematics through inquiry, exploring and connecting 
mathematical concepts, choosing and applying problem-solving 
skills and mathematical techniques, communication and reasoning. 
Working Mathematically is embedded in each of the three strands 
mentioned.

At Trinity Grammar School all students at the end of their Year 
10 schooling will be working towards achieving most or all of the 
Mathematics Stage 5.1 Outcomes (as a minimum). 

We acknowledge from time-to-time some students with specific 
learning needs may follow a modified programme which includes 
adjustments to teaching, learning and assessment tasks. 

A large number of our students work towards learning (at the 
minimum) most or all of the content of Mathematics Stage 5.2 and 
5.3 in preparation for IB, Year 11 and HSC Mathematics courses. 

Year 7 and 8 (generally Stage 4)

Students who have achieved Stage 4 outcomes use mathematical 
terminology, algebraic notation, diagrams, text and tables 
to communicate mathematical ideas, and link concepts and 
processes within and between mathematical contexts. They 
apply their mathematical skills and understanding in analysing 
real-life situations and in systematically formulating questions or 
problems that they then explore and solve, using technology where 
appropriate. In solving particular problems, they compare the 
strengths and weaknesses of different strategies and solutions.

They will have developed a range of mental strategies to enhance 
their computational skills. They operate competently with directed 
numbers, fractions, percentages, mixed numerals and decimals 
and apply these in a range of practical contexts, such as problems 
related to discounts and profit and loss. 

They will be familiar with the concepts of ratio, rates and the 
probability of simple and complementary events and apply these 
when solving problems. They use index notation for numbers with 
positive integral indices and explore prime factorisation, squares 
and related square roots, and cubes and related cube roots. 
Students investigate special groups of positive whole numbers, 
divisibility tests and other counting systems.

Extending and generalising number patterns leads students into 
an understanding of pronumerals and the language of algebra, 
including index notation. Students simplify algebraic expressions, 
substitute into algebraic expressions and formulae, and expand and 
factorise algebraic expressions. They solve simple linear equations, 
inequalities, and word problems. They develop tables of values from 
simple relationships and illustrate these relationships on the number 
plane.

Students construct and interpret line, sector, travel, step and 
conversion graphs, dot plots, stem-and-leaf plots, divided bar 
graphs and frequency tables and histograms. In analysing data, they 
consider both discrete and continuous variables, sampling versus 
census, prediction and possible misrepresentation of data, along 
with calculating the mean, mode, median and range.

They will find the area and perimeter of a variety of polygons, 
circles, and simple composite figures, the surface area and volume 
of rectangular and triangular prisms, and the volume of cylinders 
and right prisms. Pythagoras’ theorem is used to calculate the 
distance between two points. They describe the limit of accuracy of 
their measures, interpret and use tables and charts related to time, 
and apply their understanding of Australian and world time zones to 
solve problems.

Their knowledge of the properties of two- and three-dimensional 
geometrical figures, angles, parallel lines, perpendicular lines, 
congruent figures, similar figures and scale drawings, enables them 
to solve numerical exercises relating to finding unknown lengths 
and angles in figures.
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MUSIC

All students should have the opportunity to develop their musical 
abilities and potential.  As an artform, music pervades society and 
occupies a significant place in world cultures and in the oral and 
recorded history of all civilisations.  It uses a unique symbol system 
that uses sound to imply meaning and convey information, and has 
the capacity to cross cultural and societal boundaries.  Music plays 
important roles in the social, cultural, aesthetic and spiritual lives of 
people.  

The study of music combines the development of affective, 
cognitive and psychomotor domains in the act of making music.  It 
allows for the expression of emotion and imagination, the intellect 
and the exploration of values.  Music fosters an understanding of 
continuity and change, and of the connections between different 
times and cultures.  The nature of musical study also allows 
students to develop their capacity to manage their own learning, 
engage in problem-solving, work collaboratively and engage in 
activity that reflects the real work practice of performers, composers 
and audiences.

While students will develop knowledge and skills in each of 
the individual areas of performing, composing and listening, 
the integration of experiences in these areas enhances the 
understanding and manipulation of the concepts of music in 
differing musical contexts.

The purpose of the Years 7-8 syllabus is to provide students with 
the opportunity to build on the knowledge, understanding, skills, 
values and attitudes gained in Stage 3 and encourage the desire 
to continue learning in formal and informal musical settings beyond 
Stage 4.  

Topics covered in Year 8 will include:
• Australian Popular music
• Music in the Media

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH, 
AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The programme of study in Personal Development, Health and 
Physical Education at Trinity Grammar School is comprehensive 
and sequential in nature.  

The components of the course are supported by the Life Skills 
programme implemented through House periods, along with the 
Christian Studies and Chapel programmes. This co-ordinated 
approach is essential as it provides students at Trinity Grammar 
School with the opportunity to explore many wide-ranging Personal 
Development issues within a Christian framework. 

The course is concerned with the development of the whole 
person and the improvement in the quality of life for all. It aims to 
develop in students the ability to make informed health decisions by 
providing them with the appropriate knowledge, skills and values. It 
is founded on a broadly based notion of health, which involves the 
physical component in addition to the social, emotional, and spiritual 
well-being of the individual.

Topics covered in Year 8 include:
• Eat Right, Live Strong
• Are You Okay?
• Movement Skills and Performance
• Celebrating Diversity
• Managing Safety and Risk
• Object Manipulation
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SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY (MANDATORY)

The aims of the Science course in Stage 4 is to develop the 
skills of “Working Scientifically” and to develop Knowledge and 
Understanding through critical thinking and problem-solving. 
Students are encouraged to develop a natural curiosity for the 
natural world by engaging in each of the science disciplines. All 
students study Science from Years 7-10 (Stages 4 and 5).

Years 7-10 classes engage with the NESA syllabus which is based 
on the Australian Curriculum. The NESA syllabus covers four broad 
areas: Physical World, Living world, Chemical World and Earth and 
Space. Working Scientifically skills and Values and Attitudes and 
Learning Across the Curriculum are taught throughout each of the 
topic areas. 

Knowledge and Understanding outcomes are taught in four different 
units of work set in different contexts:

8.1 Energy
8.2 Chemical World
8.3 Body Systems and Health
8.4 Natural Resources

The skills of “Working Scientifically” are embedded into each unit of 
work. These include:

Questioning, Problem Solving, Processing and Analysing Data and 
Information, Planning Investigations, Conducting Investigations and 
Communication. 

Students engage with a variety of practical experiences that 
focus on skills by engaging with scientific inquiry and secondary-
sourced research. Students work both independently and in teams 
during practical tasks using scientific equipment, digital resources 
and library sources and work towards developing their own 
investigations. During Year 8, students will complete an individual 
science project. 

All cross-curriculum priority areas and the general capabilities are 
embedded into the curriculum. These include a focus on Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander histories and culture, creative and critical 
thinking, numeracy and personal and social capability. 

Year 8 Technology is a mandatory course that reinforces, builds 
upon and extends the students’ Year 7 learning. Through further 
exposure to the design thinking process students are encouraged to 
devise and evaluate solutions to various design problems. In doing 
so, they build their capacity to be organised and planned.  Students 
become more intuitive and constructive in their thinking, learning as 
they move through the design contexts of Food Technology, Design 
Technology and Digital Technology. The engaged student will learn 
to appreciate that, through careful thought and application of their 
energies, new and better solutions can be developed to respond to 
future needs and wants. Many students will discover and develop 
their powers of lateral thinking as they find confidence, growing their 
agency and self-efficacy. 
 
Students learn to frame their learning around authentic projects 
laced with inquiry-based teaching throughout the Year 8 Technology 
year. Collaborative work is encouraged. They design, make and 
enjoy eating the products in Food Technology classes, prototyping 
product design in Design Technology and utilising coding in 
Digital Technology. Students learn to create, research, manipulate 
materials, document ideas, present, communicate and justify their 
decisions in the safe learning environment of the School’s well-
equipped facilities. 
 
The Food Technology context area provides students the 
opportunity to participate in ideas constructed around food as 
well as hands-on food preparation. The importance of nutrition 
and the interrelationship between growing your own food, healthy 
eating and bodily well-being is emphasised. The course objectives 
allow students to understand the food needs and demands of 
the adolescent, read and interpret recipes correctly through 
experimentation and research, whilst linking food preparation and 
implementation to appropriate technologies in the kitchen. 
 
The Design Technology context area looks at product design and 
the importance of market driven imperatives. Students learn the 
importance of form and function as they develop their concepts 
through idea generation, sketching, drawing and communication 
techniques. They learn how to iterate their designs, as they 
generate a range of ideas in the prototyping and modelling 
of a product to be documented in a folio. The students learn 
how designers work; through their research they learn industry 
techniques in the use of CAD (Computer Aided Drawing/Design), 
3D Printing and workshop processes in the development of their 
product.
 
In the Digital Technology context area students design digital 
solutions. Through code-based projects students learn to define 
and analyse a problem. They design possible solutions, produce 
and evaluate solutions in a collaborative environment. Students 
study the relationship of hardware and software, researching trends, 
past, current and emerging technologies. They learn about digital 
citizenship and responsible use of the digital tools. This context area 
applies to a product focus at the end with students investigating and 
designing a basic mechatronic product with the processes, skills 
and techniques they have learnt.
 
In all three context areas, students begin to grasp social 
implications, manufacturing and industry concepts as they relate to 
technology, research, development and production. The importance 
of teamwork is emphasised as students learn how to plan and 
document their decisions. In doing so, students move through a 
sequence of projects, picking up the in-demand skills of design 
thinking, systems thinking and computational thinking that will help 
them prepare for the future.
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Year 8 Visual Arts students will see further development of 
confidence in engaging in the practice of artmaking  (making 
artworks), engaging in some critical and historical study and valuing 
the different ways that artworks can be made and interpreted having 
a greater understanding of why artworks are made and how they 
are made. 

Students in Year 7 explored a range of different material practice 
and in Year 8 the units of work will build on these skills while 
focussing on three media areas – visual design, visual  arts 
and photography. Through the specific rotation of different art 
practice, the students will develop greater skills, knowledge and 
understanding in both making artworks and interpreting art by 
making more sophisticated choices to solving the problems/
constraints that are presented in each brief. The material practice 
will become more complex and the concepts explored will have 
greater relevance to themselves and their world.  

Students will rotate through 4 units:

Content Outcomes
Chimera Trading 

Card design:
Drawing, Photoshop, 

Illustrator

In this unit students will learn about 
the design process and how to follow 
a design brief through from concept 
to production. They will be designing, 
drawing and stylising a hybrid animal 
character for a trading card game. This 
hybrid will be made up of three animals 
with the end product to be presented 
on a trading card. Students will be 
introduced to good file management 
practice and digital drawing using either 
Photoshop or Illustrator. The final stage 
of the unit will require students to work 
collaboratively to come up with the rules 
of the TCD.
A designer worksheet on Nicholas Di 
Genova is to be completed to inspire 
and inform the students about design 
practice in the area of concept art and 
character design.

The Meaning of Life 
- Still Life:

Digital Photography

In this unit students will complete two 
tasks. In the first task they will go on 
a camera hunt around the school to 
develop a series of 6 images that 
explore the visual qualities; line, shape, 
colour, tone, texture and scale. In the 
second task they will build upon their 
previous work by capturing another 6 
images that explore the principles of art; 
balance, proportion, rhythm, movement, 
harmony, emphasis and variety. In order 
to accomplish this task the students will 
learn about composition and lighting.
During this unit students will look at the 
architectural abstract photography of 
Matthieu Venot in order to guide their 
own practice.

VISUAL ARTS

Architectural 
Perspective Drawing 

and Print:
Drawing, relief 

printing.

This program provides a series of 
learning opportunities for students 
to investigate Visual Arts using 
Architectural Perspective drawing and 
Printmaking.  Initially students use 
conventional drawing media to explore 
1 & 2 point perspective techniques to 
create an illustration of City architectural 
forms; Students can utilize their best 
Perspective drawing as a ‘template’ for 
creating a Relief Print with foam used as 
the matrix. 
Students learn about perspective 
developed during the Renaissance and 
are shown the links to contemporary 
‘digital artists’. Students juxtapose this 
‘rule based’ Perspective tradition with 
an investigation of the prints/drawings of 
M.C.Escher.

The world, the land- 
Aboriginal Art:

Drawing, painting, 
mixed media.

In this unit students will learn about 
Aboriginal art practices and ways 
of seeing the world, looking closely 
at our Australian environment from 
above, up close, through seasons and 
colours, and as a journey across our 
local landscapes. Our First Peoples’ 
connection to the land is deep and 
art plays a very significant role in 
communicating these experiences of 
place.  
Students will be creating a layered 
artwork that draws inspiration from 
Aboriginal and Australian artists who 
have explored aspects of the land, 
beginning with map collographs, ink 
washing, stencilling, and worked 
over with natural history drawing and 
painting of native birds and plants. They 
will look at and discuss the works of 
contemporary Aboriginal artists and non-
Indigenous artists, completing quizzes 
and worksheets on these artworks and 
local Aboriginal history and culture.
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ELECTIVE
LANGUAGES

INTRODUCTION

Trinity provides its students with the opportunity to undertake the 
study of three modern languages and two classical languages. 

All students are required to learn at least one language in Year 8 
to satisfy mandatory hours for the study of Languages other than 
English set by the New South Wales Education Standards Authority.

As students look towards later elective choices, it is generally 
required that a student has studied in Year 8 the language he 
chooses in Years 9 and 10, although any student wishing to study 
a new Language is welcome to discuss the matter with the Head of 
Languages.

Students who may be looking towards the  International 
Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma course in Years 11 and 12 might 
consider taking a Language with the intention of continuing its 
study through to Year 10. This is because the IB Diploma requires 
a foreign language to be studied. However, ab initio (beginner) 
Languages are always offered for IBD students. 
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LATIN CLASSICAL GREEK

The emphasis in the study of Latin for students in Years 7 to 10 
is on developing an ability to read the language with ease and 
enjoyment.  Students who elect to study Latin in these Years learn 
its grammar, syntax and vocabulary thoroughly, and benefit in the 
following ways:

The cultures of Greece and Rome, together with that of the 
Hebrews, form the three great cornerstones of Western civilisation, 
providing the basis for our language and literature, our philosophy 
and ethics, our law, our art and architecture, and our social and 
political structures.  The Romans made an enormous contribution 
to the development of civilised thought and culture; the empire 
which they created meant the spread of this civilisation throughout 
Europe; and from there we in Australia have become heirs to this 
cultural tradition.  The study of Latin (and Classical Greek) is a 
direct means of developing an appreciation of some of the origins of 
Western civilisation.

Through learning the language of the ancient Romans it is possible 
to transport oneself to the world of two thousand years ago.  Latin is 
the key to Roman history, life and literature.  By the end of Year 10 
students acquire enough linguistic skills to begin to read passages 
of Latin written by the Romans themselves. They can gain a great 
deal of satisfaction from reading the actual words written by great 
writers of past ages, and a study of what they said ensures a broad 
perspective on the universality of human nature.

The very nature of the Latin language, with its grammatical 
inflections, its different word order, and its strict attention to 
relationships between words and sentences, compels a student 
to think seriously about language in general, and about English 
in particular.  Skills in English are therefore enhanced: widening 
of vocabulary (60% of the vocabulary of English is derived 
from Latin), more accurate spelling, clearer and more concise 
writing of sentences in essays and assignments, and improved 
communication of ideas in both writing and speaking.

The study of Latin can also provide a student with a sounder 
understanding of many works of English literature with their 
numerous classical allusions and references, and of the many 
mottoes and phrases in Latin which are still found everywhere 
today.

The study of Latin calls for close inspection of the written word and 
careful analysis of the sentence structure, so that the learning of 
a language like Latin leads to disciplined thinking and organised 
habits of mind – skills which can be transferred to other areas and 
subjects and which are vital to success in any field of study.

There is also the enjoyment which comes from stretching the 
mind to its full capacity.  Latin is not easy; it requires careful and 
methodical learning and considerable commitment.  It is, however, 
a stimulating and intellectually demanding exercise, which fully 
extends the most able minds, and the skills and pleasure which it 
provides last a lifetime.

There are some who question the relevance of the study of Latin in 
this modern day.  It is worth noting that the experiences which are 
of lasting benefit are those which broaden the mind, sharpen the 
intellect, and provide a real insight into the civilisation of mankind.  
Latin and Classical Greek can claim to provide these experiences, 
and a student who is schooled in this way will emerge as humane 
and liberally educated. This is what is truly relevant.

The Romans always admired the language and culture of the 
Greeks, which they regarded as superior to their own.  Educated 
Romans knew Greek equally as well as their own language, 
and they were thoroughly familiar with the great works of Greek 
literature, philosophy and art.  As they gradually expanded their 
Empire, the Romans became, therefore, the medium through which 
Greek culture and ideas were spread throughout the Mediterranean 
world, and both have thus had their influence on the development of 
Western civilisation.  

Many Latin students find a great satisfaction in studying Greek and 
so gaining a complete Classical education. Much of what has been 
said above about the value of Latin and the way it is taught at Trinity 
applies to the study of Classical Greek.  

In addition, those students who think that they may wish to pursue 
theological studies will find it of enormous benefit to begin their 
study of Greek now, since it is the same language as that used for 
the writing of the New Testament.  

Classical Greek is not offered as a timetabled elective course. 
Classes are held out of normal lesson times. Students choosing 
Classical Greek are still required to choose one other language in 
Year 8.  Students who continue their study of Greek into Years 11 
and 12 would usually have the benefit of timetabled classes.
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English is a Germanic language (just consider the names of parts 
of the body or common everyday verbs), and it is quite common 
for anglophones learning German to rapidly develop an affinity 
with the rhythms and nuances of the language. While it is the 
official language of only six European countries, it is widely spoken 
all over the continent, and indeed all over the world, including, 
remarkably, such countries as Brazil and Kazakhstan. The literary, 
musical, scientific and historical significance of German is obvious 
to any scholar, but the reasons for seizing the opportunity to learn 
it are far more fundamental: students would not only be learning to 
communicate in a language so closely related to English, but they 
would also be learning a great deal about English and its origins, 
and, it is hoped, having a lot of fun doing so. Also to be borne in 
mind is the fact that German organisations (government and non-
government) offer all sorts of scholarships to Australian secondary 
and tertiary students, and while this in itself is not a reason to study 
German, it is a very welcome bonus.

German courses in Years 8 - 10 cover the following areas:

Reading Comprehension for advancement of reading skills, 
(simple blogs, newspaper articles and advertisements) enjoyment 
and acquaintance with modern European literature (simple short 
stories, poetry and songs, sometimes in abridged form) and/or 
youth magazines.

Listening Comprehension of modern conversational German, 
through classroom exercises, using a variety of audio materials. By 
Year 10 the objective is functional understanding of good modern 
German spoken at moderate speed.

Speaking: the objective is that by the end of Year 10, students 
should be able to communicate orally in a variety of ‘traveller 
abroad’ situations, and converse freely on very simple topics. 

Grammar, Syntax, Vocabulary extension through course 
books and the online exercises of the Canvas Classroom, Quizlet 
and Quizizz which contain exercises in vocabulary expansion, 
translation, verb drill and the like.

Cultural background of German speaking countries, as it 
emerges from texts and various audio-visual media.  A good deal 
of emphasis is also placed on the musical heritage of German 
speaking countries.

GERMAN

Ever since William the Conqueror and his Normans invaded Britain, 
French has had an inextricable connection with English. To say 
that it changed the English language is an understatement – it 
is now virtually impossible to write an English sentence of any 
length without using words of French origin. The literary, artistic, 
and historical importance of French aside, this beautiful Romance 
language retains its global importance (it is the (or an) official 
language of almost 30 countries and remains the lingua franca in 
so many situations), and it still makes a lot of sense for speakers of 
English to try to learn it. We hope that students will have a lot of fun 
in the classroom and at the desk at home.

French courses in Years 8 - 10 cover the following areas:

Reading Comprehension for advancement of reading skills, 
(simple blogs, newspaper articles and advertisements) enjoyment 
and acquaintance with modern European literature (simple short 
stories, poetry and songs, sometimes in abridged form) and/or 
youth magazines.

Listening Comprehension of modern conversational French, 
through classroom exercises, using a variety of audio materials. By 
Year 10 the objective is functional understanding of good modern 
French spoken at moderate speed.

Speaking: the objective is that by the end of Year 10, students 
should be able to communicate orally in a variety of ‘traveller 
abroad’ situations, and converse freely on very simple topics. 

Grammar, Syntax, Vocabulary extension through course 
books and the online exercises of the Canvas Classroom, Quizlet 
and Quizizz which contain exercises in vocabulary expansion, 
translation, verb drill and the like.

Cultural background of French speaking countries, as it emerges 
from texts and various audio-visual media.  A good deal of 
emphasis is also placed on the musical heritage of French speaking 
countries.

FRENCH

Students also have the opportunity, depending on interest shown, to travel to French and German speaking countries, as exchange 
students. The Head of Languages would be only too happy to discuss these possibilities with parents and students.  

While the study of French and German is obviously a valid end in itself, providing a student with the opportunity for intellectual 
satisfaction and intercultural understanding, and with a (it is hoped, welcome) source of diversion from the “topic and textbook” style of 
learning, it is also an eminently practical pursuit. Acquiring a foreign language is gaining a skill for life. This skill for life does not come 
easily – it will be the result of a dedicated and consistent effort.  

Perhaps the most important educational reason, however, for studying French or German is the fact that the course can never be 
finished. Indeed, the course will alter subtly from year to year, and there is nothing we can do about it, because the language we study 
is a living thing, and all living things grow and change. The challenge for the learner is a life-long one, and absolute mastery of a foreign 
language is, for most of us, almost impossible. The benefit to any curriculum is obvious - no student, however gifted, will ever be able to 
rest on his laurels.
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CHINESE

The main objective of the Chinese language course is to promote 
the learning of Chinese language in an enjoyable and positive 
environment.  Students who elect to study Chinese will find 
the course a rewarding and practical experience and students 
will be placed in classes appropriate to their Chinese language 
background.

The Chinese language course in Years 8-10 covers the following 
areas:

Reading comprehension for advancement of practical reading 
skills of various texts articles: (simple passages, comics, menus, 
magazines, newspapers and advertisements). Literature 
appreciation is promoted during the reading programme.  Hanyu 
pinyin (romanisation of the Chinese language) is mainly used in 
the preliminary stages of the course with Chinese characters being 
introduced gradually.

Listening Comprehension of modern Chinese through classroom 
exercises, audio and video resources and the online exercises of 
Quizlet and Quizizz..

Speaking: the objective is that by the end of Year 10, students will 
be able to communicate with other speakers of Chinese in a variety 
of situations. 

Writing:  Students are introduced to pinyin (the romanisation of the 
Chinese language) in the early stages of their Chinese language 
programme to promote immediate writing skills.  Chinese characters 
are introduced gradually through systematic class exercises.

Cultural and Historical Appreciation:  In the Years 8-10 course, 
students are introduced to many of the fascinating cultural and 
historical aspects of China.
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